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FOREWORD. 




HE more deeply and earnestly the Church is con- 
templated the more manifest is iljs pre-eminence 
above all others, and the more surely we feel 
ourselves in the presence of One who has been 
divinely delineated. Supreme arid concentrated 
holiness stands forth as its one predominant 
characteristic. The piety, learning, wit, philo- 
sophy, genius, eloquence and poetry inherent 
therein have stamped its signature upon nearly every phase 
of the world's history since the coming of the Babe of Bethle- 
hem. It has mingled with the political disquisition — it has 
pervaded the philosophical treatise and has found a foremost 
place in the magnificent epic of Queensland's progress. The 
history of Queensland so abounding in wonders, so full of 
strange sights and extraordinary changes, perhaps preserit.s 
its master marvel, and its most singular transformation, in 
the story here briefly to be told — ^the story of the inoept'on 
and rise of the Catholic Church within its borders. The story 
combines every ingredient and property of a grand And per- 
fect drama. There has been a rapid succession of striking 
and most diverse scenes; there has been an endless variety 
of startling incidents ; there has been an astonishing multi- ; 
pli'city of remarkable characters, and therefore it is not meet 
that the splendid deeds of self-abnegation which have been 
performed by servants of the Church should go down to the 
"tongaeless silence of the dreamless dust" unrecorded and 
unsung. It is a solemn duty owed to those who dedicated 
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their Uvea to the propogation of the gospel, and to the amel- 
ioration of human ills, that their memories be kept ever fresh 
and green, if for no other reason than that the examples fur- 
nished by their unselfish, brave and holy lives, may ever; shine, 
brightly as beacon lights, to inspire the nobly ambitious and 
give cheer and courage to drooping hearts. All over the globe, 
beneath the burning sun of the tropics, and under the freezing 
skies of the polar regions devoted sons and daughters of the 
Church are to be found ministering to the spiritual and mater- 
ial needs of weak and suffering humanity, novr smoothing the 
penitent death-bed, consecrating graves, feeding the hungry, 
clothing the naked, incarnating the Christian precepts, and 
doing a thousand deeds of love and charity among the obscure 
and forsaken — deeds of which there shall never be human 
chronicle. There are no duties so arduous, no tasks so fraught 
with danger, as to deter these saintly men and women from 
exercising their special talents for the greater glory of God ; 
for there are saints on earth to-day as there were when St. 
Anthony of Padua, St. Ignatius, and St. Vincent de Paul, of 
blessed memory, fought the good fight, and made the world 
better and brighter by their presence. The magnificent support 
given by the Church in the upbuilding of Queensland is but 
faintly understood, and therefore not appreciated by the peo- 
ple as, a whole, and it is a realisation of this anomalous 
condition that in a large measure prompts the preparation 
of this work. The author too keenly feels that he is incom- 
petent to vividly present to the reader 's mental vision all that 
the Church has accomplished in this connection, but he ven- 
tures to hope that his efforts will not have been entirely in 
vain, and that lovers of human progress and admirers of dis- 
interested human virtue will find encouragement for their 
views in the perusal of this modest volume. He therefore asks 
for his work the indulgence of his readers. 

The Church has abundant reason for pride when con-, 
templating the manifold achievements of her sons in the tem- 
poral sphere of Queensland's life. In every avenue of profes- 
sional endeavour and commercial effort they bulk large, per- 
sonifying her august influence and ennobling precepts. The 
list of these distinguished persons is so extended as to pre- 
clude the possibility of including even a summary of same in 
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this work, while to attempt the insertion of biographical 
sketches would he vain. A limited number qf photographs of 
laymen have been re-produced herein ; these, however, have not 
been selected in derogation of the undoubted entitlement of 
others to a position of equal prominence, but simply because 
of their availability. There are scores of others all 
over this great State, who deservedly enjoy the respect and 
esteem of all with whom their business and social duties 
bring them into contact. 

The author takes this opportunity of expressing his lively 
sense of gratitude, for the unwearied courtesy, and manifold 
acts of kindness, of which he has been the recipient during the 
period covered by the preparation of this work. 

He also wishes to acknowledge his indebtedness to the 
following publications for information derived therefrom, of 
which he has liberally availed himself: — 

■'History of the Catholic Church in Australia." by Patrick 
Francis Cardinal Moran. Published by The Oceanic Publish- 
ing C )., Ltd., Sydney and Wellington. 

".\ History of the Commencement and Progress of Catho- 
licity in Australia, up to the year 1840," by the Very Be v. 
Dean Kenny. 

"Australian Catholic Directory," containing the "Ordo 
Divini Officii Recitandi." Published by authority from Cen- 
tral Depot, Catholic Books, St. Mary's Cathedral, Sydney. 
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CHAPTER I. 




The early struggles of the Church In Australia. 

N order that a comprehensive understanding may 
be had of the many vicissittides through which 
the Church in Australia has passed, it is impfera- 
tively necessary to take a rapid retrospective 
glance over the whole field of its effort, since the 
days, long gone, when drastically oppressive 
measures, put into force against the Church, 
stained the childhood of a nation. 
Tho year 3788 was a memorable one for this far Southern 
Land, for then it was that Captain — afterwards Governor — 
Phillip raised the English flag, and proclaimed Australia a 
British possession. Prom 1788 to 1799 there was no Catholic 
priest in Australia, a strange circumstance to contemplate in 
view of the fact that during these eleven intervening years 
one-third of the whole population of the Colony were Catholics. 
One does not have to look far for an explanation of this 
incongruous condition of affairs. It is impossible to doubt 
that it was the fixed intention of the Hom,e Government to 
establish the Church of England as the dominant Church, to 
the exclusion of all others. This assertion is evidenced by 
the action of the Home Government in the second year of the 
Colony's existence, when instructions were sent out to set 
apart in each township, in the name of Hjs ]\Iajesty George 
in., four hundred acres for the Church of England minister, 
and 200 acres for the maintenance of a Church of England 
schoolmaster. The same instructions were afterwards re- 
peated 10 Governor MaCquarie. Further, in 1793 — on the 
25th of 'August an English Church which had been erected 
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with Government aid Avas opened for Divine services, and in 
1797 a Church of England School was opened with 300 child- 
ren as pupils, while the Catholic Church not only received no 
active assistance from Government, but, on the contrary, was 
looked upon with disfavour and grudged the right of existence, 
and this at a time when the populatibn, exclusive of the 
penal settlement at Norfolk Island, numbered more than 3,500 
souls. 

A Colonial document, dated 1792, was presented to Gov. 
Phillip at Parramatta. This was a petition for the rights of 
conscience, by free and emancipist Catholics, five in number, 
whose names were : — Thomas Tynan, Sailor — Farmer ; Simon 
Byrne, Joseph Morley, ,. John Brown, Emancipists; and Mary 
Macdonald, a marine settler's wife. 

The petition was in the following Words: 

"May it please your Bxeelleney, — 

"We, the undersigned, with the most humble respect, take 
the liberty of representing to your Excellency, the inconven- 
ience we find in not beitg indulged heretofore with a pastor 
of our religion. Notwithstanding the violation of the laws of 
our country, we Would stiU wish to inherit the laws of our 
Creator in the form we have been instructed in our youth, the 
principles of which we never wish to eradicate whether from 
a reverence or duty to our parents (who have instructed us 
in it) or from prejudice imbibed from the prfecepts taught us 
by our priests: 

We, therefore, humbly implore your Excellency's assist- 
ance on your return to England to represent to His Majesty's 
Ministers that it may be taken into consideration, as our pre- 
sent opinion is that nothing else would induce us ever to de- 
part from His Majesty's colony here, unless the idea of going 
into eternity without :he assistance of a Catholic priest." 

' This humble and heartfelt request, as well as all other 
appeals for religious aid by Catholics, was in vain. 

A glance at the social conditions obtaining in the Colony 
at this time cannot fail to be instructive. Governor Phillip 
left Australia in 1792, and until the coming of his successor. 
Governor Hunter, in 1795, the executive functions of Govern- 
ment were administered by two Lieut.-Governors, both mili- 
tary men. Major Grose and Capt. Patterson. Under their 
disgraceful governance, hangings, floggings, rum as current 
coin, prostitution and beastly licentiousness was the order of 
the day. The military authorities were graphically charac- 
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terized as the "Eum Selling Corps." On the assumption of 
office by Governor Hunter, he stated that he considered the 
trading in rum as "highly disgraceful to men who held in their 
hands a commission signed by His Majesty." During the 
three years in which Grose, Patterson, and their subordinates 
and henchmen held unrestricted sway, they were enabled by 
corruption and acts of arbitrary violence, to solidly entrench 
themiselves to the extent of being a veritable menace to future 
good government. Governor Hunter made little headway 
against the clique, and Governor Bligh was by them placed 
under arrest in 1808. In 1810 they were drummed out of 
the Colony. On their return to England they were constituted 
a "Condemned Corps," and spent the rest of their existence 
where the hopeless outcasts of the military seryice were sent 
— in India. One of the first acts of Governor Macquarie was 
to declare null and void all the acts of the "Officers' Govern- 
ment" during the time of their rule. Such was the political 
religious, and social position of a people who were now to 
witness a new and momentous spectacle. 

That God moves in a mysterious way was plainly demon- 
strated in 1799, when there arrived at Sydney three exiled 
Catholic priests named respectively, Fathers Dixon, Harold, 
and CNiel ; with them came also another exile, a Protestant 
clergyman — ^the Eev. Mr. Fulton. On arrival Father Harold 
was sent to Norfolk Island, where he was for some years per- 
mitted to officiate. These Fathers had been exiled on the 
charge of having been implicated in the Irish rebellion of 
1798. The Home Government afterwards discovered that the 
Eev. Dixon and the Eev. Harold were in nowise connected 
with the uprising, and they were released. Father 'Niel was 
pardoned and returned to Ireland in 1802. ' 

Prior to his release Father Dixon was granted a condi- 
tional emancipation in order that he might be able to exercise 
his functions. In 1803 the Colonial Government appointed 
Father Dixon to administer to the religious wants of the 
Catholies in the Colony. On the 19th of April of the same 
year he received faculties from his ecclesiastical superiors. 
An order was made allowing him to perform his clerical duties 
once in three weeks in the settlements in Sydney, Parramatta, 
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and Hawkesbury. The Sydney "Gazette" of May, 1803, con- 
tains a paragraph to the effect that the Roman Catholic con- 
gregation assembled for the first time at Sydney on Sunday 
morning, May 22nd, the officiating priest being the Reverend 
Father Dixon. 

From this happening the position of both Churches be- 
came more sharply defined. The Church was hemmed 
in and harrassed on every side by restrictive orders and 
rules, the offsprings of hatred, bigotry, and jealousy, rules 
and restrictions offensive alike to priest and people. For 
some years Father Dixon officiated, although constantly exas- 
perated by petty annoyances, until at last, smarting under a 
sense of gross injustice, humiliated by officialdom, and 
thwarted in his every effort, his position became unbearable. 
His allowance for clerical duties was withdrawn, and his 
rations stopped. This was tantamount to a ilismissal, and, 
sadly recognising that his usefulness was gone, he left the' 
Colony in 1808. After his departure Father Harold came to 
Sydney from Norfolk Island to officiate. 

"Father Dixon was a man of singular meekness and of a 
retiring disposition." "He was remarkable for silence and 
for inoffensiv.^ manner." He was of blameless life. His 
death took place on January 4th, 1840, in his 82nd year. 

About this time a regulation was made by Government 
that the whole of the prison population should attend Divine 
Service in the Church of England, the penalty for failure so 
to do was : First offence 25 lashes, second offence 50 lashes, 
third offence to be sent to a penal settlement. This arbitrary 
and malicious regulation was vigorously enforced. Such were 
the moral methods used to enforce the high religious spirit of 
those in temporal power. The exquisite irony of the Govern- 
ment's action in this regard is impossible of expression in 
words — comment is useless. In 1809 Father Harold reached 
the limit of priestly endurance and worn out by continued 
restrictive interferences returned home. 

The Church of England was during all this time enjoying 
a period of exceeding prosperity, while the Catholic Church 
persecuted and oppressed sank into desuetude. "The Catho- 
lics were denied all help; not an acre of land was allowed 
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them to build a Church or school upon ; there was no priest 
to administer the rites of the Holy Faith ; no catechist to 
instruct them in the elements of religion ; no schoolmaster. 
This deplorable condition of affairs continued to exist for ei^ht 
long years. "What a state of spiritual destitution during all 
of that time. No priest to offer up the adorable sacrifice ; no 
church for the Catholics ; the Catholic child left withoilt the 
saving waters of baptism, or doubtfully baptized by the Pro- 
testant minister ; the sick and oppressed without the spiritual , 
consolation of their pastor, and they go into their graves un- 
confessed and unanointed. " Could oppressive measures be 
carried to greater lengths ? ' 

In 1817 a ray of sunshine illumined the darksome scene 
in the person of the Very .Reverend J. O'Flynn who arrived at 
-Sydney, having been appointed by the Holy See to administer 
to the spiritual wants of the Catholics in the Colony. He 
came armed with the authority to confer the Sacrament of 
Confirmation. 

Governor Macquarie was outspoken in his anger when he 
learned of the arrival of the Rev. Father. He curtly informed 
him that, with the full sanction of the Home Government, it 
was his purpose to make Australia a Protestant settlement, - 
also, that he was resolved not to allow any Popish missionary 
to intrude on this Protestant territory. 

He sternly admonished Father O'Flynn not to us5 any of 
the ceremonies of the Roman Church in any public manner, 
in any part of the Colony, and ended by ordering Father 
'Flynn to leave the Colony by the ship that brought him. 

In this high handed procedure he received the full appro- 
bation and unqualified support of the Home Government, who 
said: — "That as Mr. O'Flynn went out there without any 
permission from His Majesty's Government, the Governor of 
New South Wales acted perfectly right in directing him to . 
leave the Colony forthwith." 

Some men grow' great under prosperity, others merely 
swell. Governor Macquarie was without doubt of the latter 
class. From one in his elevated position, petty acts of vindic- 
tiveness, in the carrying oat of the duties pertaining to his 
office are not looked for. 
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Father O'Flynn had voyaged to Sydney armed with spiri- 
tual powers, intrusted to him by the Holy See ; his mission 
was one of love and Christian purpose. 

There were at this time, in New South Wales and Van 
Dieman's Land, 10,000 Catholics yearning for the peace and 
comfort of the faith, which for a decade had been denied them. 

When the Government's intentions regarding Father 
O'Flynn became known to the people of the Coloiiy, four 
hundred respectable citizens petitioned the Governor to allow 
the Eev. Father to remain. 

But the Governor was deaf to the prayer of the petition. 
The petitioners were answered that this was an act of 
presumption on their part. In all that related to the religious 
rights of Catholics in Australia his heart, at this moment, was 
adamantine. 

He deported Father O'Mynn on the next ship that sailed 
for England, and, pending its departure, caused the good 
Father to be imprisoned. 

The "Government Gazette," the official organ of the 
Colony, was eloquently silent as to these happenings, no men- 
tion of them being made in its columns. 

After Father O'Flynn's arrival in England, he publicly 
made known his grievances ; he felt that a grave injustice 
had been done to the Church, to himself as its representative, 
and to the Catholic people in Australia. Public opinion 
strongly supported him. His revelations as to the deplorable 
condition of the, exiled convicts aroused much excitement. 
Lord Donogmore, then member for Cork, represented the arbi- 
trary conduct of Governor Macquarie, in the House of Com- 
mons, and the Government, yielding to popular demand, or- 
dered two priests to be selected, who should proceed to New 
South Wales, each to receive a salary of £100 per annum. 

Soon after he reached England, Father O'Flynn met a 
young priest, John Joseph Therry by name, who had been lately 
ordained in Carlow College; this youthful Father had distin- 
guished himself in his college work, and was extremly anxious 
to be permitted to labour in a foreign land. He enjoyed many 
conversations with Father O'Flynn, and was undoubtedly 
influenced by them. At any rate, he availed himself of this 
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opportunity presented, by offering himself for duty in Aus- 
tralia. 

The consent of his Bishop being obtained, together with 
another priest, the Rev. P, Connelly, he sailed for Sydney, 
December 5th, 1819, arriving at his destination May 2nd, 1820. 

Bearing the requisite authority from the Home Govern- 
ment, Governoi' Macquarie was estopped from imprisoning and 
deporting them, as he had their predecessor. He nevertheless 
adopted stringent measures to minimize the (to him) evil 
effects of their presence in the Colony. 

He admonished the Fathers sternly not to make converts 
from the Church of England nor, in fact, of any Protestants ; 
Mass was not to be celebrated publicly, except on Sundays 
and holidays of the Church of England. They were addition- 
ally warned not to interfore with the religious instruction 
of children in Orphan schools; all inmates therein being edu- 
cated in the faith of the Church of England. 

Any infringement of these instructions would be at 
their peril. These rules were thoroughly characteristic 
of the deep rooted antagonism inherent in this man for all 
that was connected with the Church. Thwarted by the Home 
authorities, his actions now had the venemous lash of a cor- 
nered scorpion. 

Priests of the Church, acting under Governmental and 
Spiritual authority, forbidden to instruct young children, of 
their own flock, brought up in Government charitable insti- 
tutions ! The pen halts. 

The Fathers were also confronted by the fact that there 
was no church in the Colony, in which Catholics could wor- 
ship. To erect one was therefore among their first duties. 
They were successful in obtaining from Government, a suit- 
able site, and on the 29th of October, 1821, the corner stone 
of the proposed church was laid. Governor Macquarie perform- 
ed the ceremony, receiving the silver trowel from the hands 
of Father Therry, who was robed in his priestly vestments. 
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"The Government Gazette and' New South "Wales Adver- 
tiser ' ' of November 3rd, 1821, said : 

"On 'Monday last the first stone of tke first Catholic 
chapel, m this part of the world, was laid in the presence of 
a vast assemblage of respectable persons, who were anxious 
to witness so important and interesting a ceremony. The site 
chosen for the erection of the edifice, which is intended to be 
spacious as well as handsome, is to the East of Hyde Park, 
the front of the chapel facing the town. . .... His 

Excellency the Governor performed the grateful ceremony^ for 
which purpose a very handsome silver trowel had been prepared 
by Mr. Clayton, which was adorned with an appropriate in- 
scription. 'St. Mary's Chapel,' was the designation which 
the intended place of worship received from His Excellency. 
The Rev. Mr. Therry's address on this occasion, and His Ex- 
cellency's answer, have been transmitted to us for insertion, and 
are subjoined for the information of the public." 

"In presenting to your Excellency this humble instrument 
(which undervalued as it may be by the supercilious and the 
unscientific, will not bo contemned by any who have studied 
and patronized, as your Excellency has done, the sciences and 
useful arts) we, the Catholics of this Colony, cannot refrain on 
such an auspicious occasion, from expressing our most sincere 
and heartfelt gratitude to your Excellency, for having deigned 
to honour us, by personally laying the first stone of the first 
, Boman Catholic Chapel attempted to be erected in this terri- 
tory. ' ' 

"As a worthy reprpsentative of a benevolent King, you, by 
this act of condescension, give an illustrious example, which will 
prove to be not less beneficial to society, than meritorious to 
your Excellency. You will have the merit of laying the firm 
foundation of a moral edifice of unanimity, mutual confidences 
and fraternal love, and of more strongly connecting the respect 
and affection of all persuasions and parties in this community 
to our Sovereign and to each other." 

"In the temple which you now commence, prayers shall be 
frequently offered to the Throne of God, to invoke upon your- 
self, and your amiable family, the richest blessings of heaven, 
and we venture to pre-^ict that whilst it shall continue to be 
appropriated to the sacred use for which it is intended, neither 
the name nor the virtus of your Excellency shall at any time 
be forgotten.'' 

"(Signed) JOHN JOSEPH THBEEY, 

Boman Catholic Chaplain. 
For himself and his Boman Catholic brethren of 
New South Wales." 



"His Excellency Lachlan Macquarie, 
Govornor-in-Chief, etc., etc." 

"29th October, 1821." 
"Reverend Sir: — " 

I reciuve from yoar hands, with much pleasure, in your 
own name and that of your Eoman Catholic brethren of New 
South Wales, the very handsome silver trowel now presented 
to me, . and I feci very much honoured in having been thus 
selected to make use of this instrument in laying the first stone 
of the first Roman Catholic Chapel, attempted to be erected 
in Australia." 
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"It has been a great gratifloiition to me to witness and 
assist ia the ceremony now perf ormfid, and • I have every hope 
that the consideration of the British Government, in supplying 
the Boman Catholics of this Colony with established clergy- 
men, will be the rnean.^ of strengthening, ana augmenting (if 
that be possible) the attachment of the Catholics of New South 
Wales to the British Government, and will prove an in,ducement 
for them to continue, as I have ever found them, to be loyal 
and faithful subjects of the Crown. I beg you will accept my 
best acknowledgements fpr the sentiments of friendly regard, 
and kind good wishes, you have been pleased to express for 
myself and my family." 

• . "LACHLAN MACQUARIE." 

"To the Eev. John Joseph Therry, and the Roman Catholics 

of New South Wales." 
"Sydney, 29th October, 1821." 
Governor Macquarie was recalled to England on the first 

ol December following, and Major-General Sir Thomas Bris- 
bane was appointed in his stead. Much must be said for Gov- 
ernor Macquarie. Apart from his dislike for the Catholic reli- 
gion, he was the best Governor the Colony ha,d had up to the 
time of his removal. He assisted the convicts, instituted re- 
forms, and held, as a principle, that when a man had gained 
his freedom by good conduct, his days of punishmeiit should not , 
be remembered against him. He restored credit ^nd confidence 
in trade. "He found a garrison and a gaol, and left the broad 
and deep foundations of an Empire." / 

He promised to further assist the Church when he reached 
England, as witness : , ; 

"Ship Surrey, Port Jaekson." ' 

"Dear Sir:— 

"I shall not fail to move Earl Bathurst, on my ar- 
rival in England, to instruct Sir Thomas Brisbane to extend 
further assistance toward? completing the Eoman Catholic 
Chapel at Sydney." 

"I remain in haste, dear sir. 
Yours very truly, 

"LACHLAN MACQUAEIE." 
"To the Rev. J. J. Therry, etc., etc." 

He was mindful of his promise, for when a memorial was 
presented to His Excellency, Sir Thomas Brisbane, supported 
by one of the judges, and twenty-six magistrates, praying for 
pecuniary assistance towards the completion of St. Mary's, 
the following reply was received from his Excellency's sec- 
retary : 
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' ' After the anxiety so generally felt, the propriety of open- 
ing a fresh subscription for the consummation of that religious, 
political and elegant undertaking; naturally suggests itself, and 
in any list that may be opened, I am directed by the Governor to 
enter the name of the i>overnment, for a sum equal to the sum 
total of all such additional donations." 
"1 have the honour to be, Kev. sir. 

Your --nost obedient servant, 

F. GOULBUEN, Colonial Secretary." 

It is unpleasant to have to state that Governor Macquarie's 
drastic regulation, prohibitive of orphan children being brought 
up in their own faith, was not expunged by him from the re- 
cords before his departure. This was done at a later date. 

In an open letter pubMshed in the "Gazette," on June 
16th, 1825, by Father Therry, he closed by saying that "the 
Protestant clergy were in every way entitled to his qualified 
respect " The word as written by him was ,of course, "un- 
qualified," but it appeared as "qualified," and great was the 
indignation aroused thereat. Father Therry denied using, or 
intending to use the word qualified — ^the printer admitted that 
same was a compositor's error, all to no avail. He was upon 
this specious pretext, depriv^ed by Government of his salary, 
prevented, by order, from officiating in any of the public in- 
stitutions, nay more — he w-is offered £300 to leave the Colony. 

As a matter of fact, the head and front of his offending 
,was, that he had expressed in his letter the exclusiveness of an 
intended Government measure to provide only for Protestant 
parochial schools, and because he had reminded the Govern- 
ment of its promise to assist in the erection of St. Mary's, and 
informed them that the Catholics were entitled to a burial 
ground separate from the establishment. Father Therry 
rightly refused to leave the Colony. 

Some time afterwards he was transferred, by Government, 
to Van Dieman's Land, this to their minds being the most 
efficacious way of getting nd of him. 

Governor Bourke who succeeded Sir Thomas Brisbane, and 
who arrived at Sydney, March 3rd, 1831, was entirely free from 
the rigid infiexibility of a narrow mind. Under his wise and 
beneficent rule the position of the Catholics was made easier. 
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CHAPTER II. 




Arrival in Australia of the Rev. Dr. Ullathorne. 

N every sphere of life's work there is always one 
man who seeips, by right, to occupy a foremost 
place amongst his contemporaries. Such an one 
was the Eev. Dr. Ullathorne. 

His autobiography, published in 1891, is re- 
plete with enthralling remembrances of an era 
when "the white shoulder of Australia was 
seamed by the lash," and when tJie true faith 
was stricken by oppression. 
Dr. Ullathorne was bom at Poeklington, in Yorkshire, on 
the 7th of May, 1806, receiving at baptism the name ot William. 
He began life as a sailor cabin boy, at the age of 13 years. In 
February, 1823, he became a student in St. Gregory's College, 
Dawnside. Father Folding afterwards the first Archbishop 
of Sydney was his prefect and director, and, under his guid- 
ance, he made his frst Communion on Christmas morning, 1823; 
he was admitted to the religious habit on March 12th, 1824. 

In October, 1828, he received the Sacrament of Confirma- 
tion at the hands of Bishop (afterwards Cardinal) Weld, and 
on the same, day, he receivsd the Minor Orders. He was pro- 
moted to the priesthood on the Ember Saturday of September, 
1831. 

For a long time he had ardently desired to come to Aus- 
tralia, influenced to a large extent, by many talks with Dr. 
Folding, regarding the need of missionaries in the Island Con- 
tinent. He was particularly desirous of betiefiting the convict 
population, and of alleviating their dismal condition. 

About this time the Right Rev. Dr. Morris was appointed 
Apostolic Visitor to the Mauritius ; he asked Father lllathorne 
to accompany him. Australia, at that time, was embraced 



36 CATHOLICISM IN QUEENSLAND. 

within the spiritual jurisdietion of the Bishop of Mauritius, 
and the young priest was soon adopted for the Australian 
mission. He was aware that he could look for no aid from 
the Government, and he therefore put together what money 
he had, being. very anxious to have an adequate supply of 
books for use m his appointed field. 

Just prior to his departure for Australia, a despatch from 
the Governor of New South Wales to the Secretary for the 
Colonies, completely upset his plans and calculations. This 
dispatch voiced the need for an authorized head of the Catholic 
clergy in that Colony. Bishop Morris, after an interview with 
the Colonial Office, and with the consent of the Home Govern- 
ment, appointed Father Ullathorne his Vicar-General in Aus- 
tralia, with residence at Sydney. 

A stipend was assigned him by Government, of £200 a 
year, an allowance of £1 per day, when travelling on duty, and 
for voyage and outfit, £150. He also received the title, by 
Government, of "His Majesty's Catholic Chaplain in New 
South Wales." He sailed on the "Sir Thomas Munro" from 
London, on September 16th, 1832, and reached Sydney in 
February, 1833. 

The Vicar General arrived at an opportune moment. A 
discussion was raging amongst the Catholics in Sydney re- 
garding the building of St. Mary's Church. 

One party was anxious to make every effort to complete 
the sacred edifice — ^the other, since the Government had re- 
fused to give any further aid, were eager to put a stop to the 
work of building, and desired the erection of a less pretentious 
structure. On the day of Dr. Ullathorne 's arrival Father 
Therry, in an attempt to explain the position of affairs to hiin, 
said, "There are two parties here," but the Vicar General 
stopped him. "There may have been yesterday two parties 
here," he remarked, "but to-day there can be but one. They 
arose from the unfortunate want of some person endowed with 
ecclesiastical authority, which is now at an end. For the pre- 
sent, in New South Wales, 1 represent the Church, and those 
who gather not with me scatter ; so now there is an end of 
parties." 



HIS HONOUR MR. JUSTICE REAL, 
Brisbane. 
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It is not the purpose to attempt anything like a 
detailed statement of all ihat Dr. Ullathome accomplished 
during the momentous period of his sojourn in Australia. An 
abbreviated summary must suffice. 

In a pamphlet written by him and published in London 
in 1837, which gave great offence to the Colonial authorities, 
the Dr. pictures a condition existing among the convicts, male 
and female, so repulsive in its details, as to cause the read- 
er's heart to contract, and his brain to reel. 

This awful indictment sets out such atrocious infamies, 
iniquitous practices, and nameless bestialities!, as to ma;ke 
Sodom and Gomorrah clean by comparison. 

He says: 

"The factory at Parramatta, is the female house of cor- 
rection ; there is a similar establishment in Van Dieman 's Land. 
It has hitherto been the sink of abomination. Generally enter- 
taining a fluctuating population of some six hundred females, 
their principal occupation is the work of mutual corruption. 
Returned hither frpm service, for correction, after receiving 
a new finish in vice, they are again sent forth into circulation, 
carrying with them infection to every extremity of the .Colony. ' ' 
Further — "There is another class of crimes, too frighful 
even for the imagination of other lands; which St. Paul in 
detailing the • vices of the heathens, has not contemplated; 
which were unknown to the savages until taught by ^the con- 
victs — crimes which arc notorious, crimes that — dare I describe 
them — would make your blood freeze, and your hair to rise erect 
in horror upon the pale flesh. Let them be enfolded in extreme 
darkness. '' 
And SO on page after page. It was this mass of corruption 
that the Church essayed to purify. The task of Hercules clean- 
ing out the Augean stibles was but child's play when consid- 
ered in connection with this. 

What was the result of the Church's efforts? "The efforts 
of these labours," says Dr. UUathorne, "where they have 
reached, has, with the Grace of God, I am happy to say, be- 
come already visible; so much so, that the principal Superin- 
tendent of convicts urged the fact, grounded on the evidence 
of his personal observations, in a public speech, since printed, 
as a motive for supporting our religion." The acting Chief 
Justice, I am informed, has stated that, since the arrival of 
the Bishop, and his clergy (Bishop Folding), a very visible 
diminution has taken place in the number of police cases, 
which is attributed to thfeir labours. What might be done 
indeed had we means and numbers?" 
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"When Dr. Ullathorne visited Norfolk Island to prepare 
some of the condemned men for the death that awaited them, 
he went into the crowded cell to announce his mission, and 
read the names of those who were finally adjudged to die. 
No scene in the whole history of the convict times is more sad 
and affecting than the one this good man describes as taking 
place in that miserable abode on this occasion. 

One by one the condemned men fell on their knees, as 
their names were read out for death, and deliberately and 
solemnly thanked God that the gallows were about to deliver 
them from that horrible and unspeakable place. The reader 
will please remember that over the then vast territory of New 
South Wales, there were only seven missioners. During a 
visit to England Dr. Ullathorne lectured and wrote upon the 
sad condition of the convicts, which awakened so much sym- 
pathy, he collected about £1,500. He proceeded to Rome to 
place before the authorities all matters connected with the 
Church in Australia. Speaking of the Church, in the earlier 
period of Australian history, he said, "The Irisli convict, sub- 
sequently to the year 1803, was treated with the greatest rigour. 
His speaking in the Irish language was interpreted as an act 
of conspiracy, and was punished without delay with 50 lashes ; 
and the Protestant clerical magistrates gave him again the lash, 
and sentenced him to dark dungeons if he refused to assist 
at the Protestant service, such refusal being declared an act 
of disobedience. 

His object in joumesdng to the Home countries was three 
fold — (1) to obtain a community of Sisters of Charity to aid 
in reforming the female convicts, and in developing the work 
of religion in the Colony; (2) to secure the services of an ad- 
ditional number of devoted priests ; the Bishop was pcvrtieularly 
anxious to be able to spare a priest for Norfolk Island, 
where neither the Government, nor the Protestant Bishop, had 
been able to induce a Protestant chaplain to remain ; 
(3) to urge upon the Home Government the injustice and 
impolicy of obliging the Catholic convicts to assist in the 
Protestant services. 

In this latter object he was not successful, as the time 
was not yet ripe for the Government to act justly towards 
Catholics. A few years later, however, the Catholics were 
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victorious in obtaining the privilege of worshipping accord- 
ing to the rites of their own religion. 

Dr. UUathorne returned to the Colony in 1839, and re- 
sumed his duties as Vicar General, but he remained there only 
a short time. Many of the officials, and influential persons had 
taken umbrage at some of his statements regarding transpor- 
tation. He was beset on all sides by difficulties engendered 
by these persons — called the "Agitator General" not the Vicar 
General. Father Therry about this time was re- 
moved from Sydney to Van Dieman's Land, which 
action on the part of the Government excited justi- 
fiable ire in the iearts of all friends of the Church. 
In view of these unprovoked circumstances. Dr. Ulla- 
Ihome conceived that the best step for him to take 
would be to change his field of missionary work. The most 
Eev. Dr. UUathorne died at Ascot, on the Feast of St. Benedict, 
A.D. 1889. • 

After life's fitful fever he sleeps well; he had done much 
to allay suffering, and bring comfort and hope to the sick at 
heart. In season and out, he laboured for those who were ss 
evilly placed as to be incapable of self help. His reward was 
the consciousness of good work, nobly performed, and the 
unqualified approval of his ecclesiastical superiors. Tie ani- 
mus emanating from the mental and moral obliquity of those 
in temporal power, he could and did consider with Christian 
like meekness. 
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CHAPTER III. 




The period embraced by the Episcopate of the Rev. John 
Bade Folding, o.s.B., first Bishop of Australia. 

NY attempt to discuss, in a few pages, the salient 
happenings of this crucial epoch, necessitates 
the selection of only two ot three of the most 
significant. 

Powerful influences were at work in Aus- 
tralia seeking to uproot the doctrines of Cathol- 
icism; doctrines which had become more and 
more deeply implanted. in the breasts of millions throughout 
the world, since Peter the Syrian entered Rome centuris's 
before. A Government existed to whom might was right, the 
mere fact that it did a thing was, to them, proof of the legal- 
ity of the act ; a broad and liberal administration of the tem- 
poral laws was vividly cohspicuous by its absence. 

In the Protestant Church, the variety, the flexibility, the 
generous breadth of view, the spirit of compromise and con- 
ciliation needful to amity and progress, were non-existent. 
The aversion of the Protestants, for all things Catholic, burned 
with a seven fold heat. 

Tlie Catholics showed the tolerance of their opinions, in 
a manner that lifted them to a higher mental plane than that 
occupied by their opponents ; while in their breasts their love 
for the Church was sublim^^d to a fiery essence. They never 
failed to assert, in its plenitude, the doctrines of the liberty 
of conscience, and the equality of opinions before the law. 

The Government officials joined to tactlessness an utter 
disregard for the rights of the Catholics, which brought them 
into perpetual collision with priests. The Catholic people re- 
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cognised that there are fundamental rules of religious 
thought and action, which neither the supreme legislative nor 
the supreme executive can alter. 

The issue was sharply and clearly defined; all of the rela- 
tions might have been peacoiuUy adjusted and determined by 
an application of the rules of justice and morality, but the 
Protestant bodies were not so high minded as to be willing 
to assent to such an application. 

This was the condition of affairs when Dr Folding came 
to Australia. 

The Eev. John Bede Folding, OS.B., was the first Bishop 
appointed by the Holy See in Australia, and for that reason 
if for none other, he is deserving of more than passing mention. 
His natal place was Liverpool, where he first saw light October 
18th, 1794. 

His early studies were pursued at the Benedictine School 
at Acton Burnell, where he was admitted to the religious habit 
on Jidy 15th, 1810. Prom early youth he ever displayed a 
precocious interest in all hubjects arising out of the convict 
system in Australia. 

This youthful obsession caused him to be laughingly char- 
acterized by his schoolmates as the "Archbishop of Botany 
Bay." 

He was ordained priest at Old Hall College, March 4th, 
1819; subsequently he fiUod the several offices of Frefect, 
Missionary, Rector, Master of Novices, and Sub-Frior in the 
Benedictine Order. 

A short time prior to the year 1833 he declined the ap- 
pointment of Visitor of the Diocese of Mauritius and, al- 
though, previously he had been selected by the Holy See to fill 
the position of Bishop of Hiero-Caesarea, "in partibus infldel- 
ium," and yicar Apostolic of Madras, he begged, on the score 
of his health, to be excused from serving in India. His ec- 
clesiastical superiors accepted his protest, and he was assigned 
to Australia. 

By brief, he was made Bishop of Hiero-Caesarea, "in par- 
tibus," and Vicar Apostolic of New Holland and Van Die- 
man's Land, and the adjoining islands. He was consecrated 
on the 29th of June, 1834, at London, the Rev. Dr. Brampton 
being the' consecrating Pr>ilate. "• 
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In an open letter which was printed in the "Birmingham 
Catholic Magazine," for August, 1834, the newly consecrated 
Bishop called the attention of the public to the fact that "over 
an (immense tract of country, upwards of 700 miles in length, 
and 200 in width, are spread nearly 25,000 Catholics. Of these 
the far greater part consisis of convicts, in a state of miser- 
able servitude, or emancipated convicts." "What ever," said 
the Eev. Dr., "may have been their past misdeeds, or how de- 
praved, they must be, in- their present degradation, objects - 
of compassion to all the disciples of Him who came to call 
sinners to repentance." He went on to say that there were 
but four priests in New South Wales, which number he sub- 
mitted was entirely inadequate to administer to the spiritual 
needs of so great a populfition. In Van Dieman's Land, an 
island nearly as large as Ireland, with a population of 4,000 
Catholics, there was but one priest, the chapel being a mere 
temporary shed, and no sfihool or means of instruction. He 
dwelt upon the dearth of means for celebrating the sacred 
mysteries of religion, as well as the absence of books, chalices, 
vestments, etc. He asked for funds from the charitably faith- 
ful, which appeal was generously responded to. 

In April, 1835, Dr. Folding, with nine missionary priests 
sailed from Liverpool to Sydney. The appointment of a 
Bishop for Australia was hailed with delight by the Catholics 
in the Colony. When the news reached Sydney, the lay mem- . 
bers of the committee of St. Mary's presented to Sir Richard 
Bourke, then Governor, a petition asking that the Government 
assign a becoming salary to the Bishop, urging as a valid 
reason for the request, that one-third of the entire population 
of the Colony were Catholics. The prayer of this petition was 
afterwards granted, but so bitter was Protestant feeling 
against the Church, the Governor's action was made the basis 
of an accusation against him later. 

Dr. Folding lauded at Ilobart Town in August, 1835. He 
remained in Van Dieman's Land for the period of a month, 
acquainting himself with the spiritual wants of his flock. 
On his departure for Sydney, Father Cotham, O.S.B., re- 
mained at Hobart to assist Father Connoly, the resideat priest. 
With him also remained one of the catechists, Mr. John Kenny, 
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who was appointed to conduct a school for six months, at a 
salary of £90. 

On the 13th of September, Dr. Folding arrived in Sydney. 
He and his companions were welcomed by Dr. Ullathorne, the 
Vicar General, and two of the only other three priests in the 
Colony, Father McEncroe and Father Dowling — ^Father Therry 
was absent from the city. 

His installation took place at St. Mary's on the following 
Sunday. 

The Bishop and Father McEncroe devoted themselves to 
the city of Sydney, and its immediate suburbs ; Father Therry 
was appointed to Campbelltown ; Father Corcoran, his mis- 
sion embracing Appin and the whole of the lUawarra and the 
Southern districts, took chaige of Windsor, with its adjoining 
districts, and Father Dowling presided at Maitland, and at- 
tended to the whole Northern territory. 

The Bishop entered heart and soul into the spirit of his 
duties; on the arrival of every convict ship, by permission of 
Grovernment, he had placed at his disposal, for a few days 
immediately after their arrival, all Catholic transported con- 
victs. Between 1836 and 1841, no fewer than 7,000 of these 
newly arrived convicts came under his personal influence, 
with such good results as to call forth admiring comment from 
Government officers. 

The administration of .?ir Richard Bourke ended, and he 
left the Colony on December 5th, 1837. During his term of 
office' he had earned the love, admiration, and sincere grati- 
tude of the Catholics in ihe Colony, and on the eve of his 
departure he was made tho recipient of many flattering ad- 
dresses. 

It is now our unpleasant task to hold the mirror up to 
nature, in the person of the Rev. William Grant Broughton, 
who came to Ihe Colony in 1829, under the distinguished pat- 
ronage of the Duke of Wellington ; he came as Archdeacon of 
the Protestanc community. In 1836, he received the appoint- 
ment of first Protestant Bishop of Australia. This man by 
his unchristian behaviour, and chilled steel bigotry, won for 
himself the uuited detestation of the Catholic people. His 
avowed purpose was to introduce into New South Wales the 
Protestant institutions of England. His procedure, in this 
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direction, made him a man marked to the world by the grossest 
violation of all ceremony and decorum. 

' On the 25th of March, 1843, standing at the Altar, in St. 
James Church, in the presence of several of the clergy, who 
had been invited to attend, he delivered himself of the follow- 
ing arrogant lucubration : 

' ' We, William Grant, by Divine permission. Bishop and ordin- 
ary Pastor of Australia, do protest publicly and explicitly, on 
behalf of ourselves and our successors. Bishops of Australia, 
and on behalf of the clergy and all the faithful of the same 
Church and Diocese, and also on behalf of William, by Divine 
Providence, Lord Archbishop of Canterbury, Primate of all 
England and Metropolitan, and his successors, that the Bishop 
of Rome has not aiiy right or authority, according to the Laws 
of God and canonical orders of the Church, to institute any 
Episcopal or Archiepiscopal See , or Sees within the limits of 
the Diocese of Australia and Province of Canterbury afore- 
said. And we do hereoy publicly, and implicitly, and deliber- 
ately, protest against, dissent from, and contradict any and 
every act of Episcopal or Metropolitan authority done or to 
be done, at any time oi by any person whatever, by virtue of 
any right or title derived from any assumed jurisdiction, favour, 
superiority, pre-eminence, or authority of the said Bishop of 
Borne, enabling hipi ];o Institute any Episcopal See or Sees 
within the Diocese and Province hereinbefore named." 

At a later date be degi-aded his holy office, by protesting 
againsst the Catholic Archbishop being received at the Official 
Levee at Government House, and solemnly and publicly averred 
that the Governor, Sir Eichard Bourke, had by according him 
such a reception, been guilty of violating his official oath. 

His successor. Dr. Barker, in humbly imitating his. illus- 
trious predecessor, evidently thought himself safe, while as a 
matter of fact he made himself contemptible. His principal 
contribution towards the furtherance of denominational, strife, 
consisted of an address to the Protestant citizens of Sydney, 
on the occasion lof the destruction of St. Mary's 
Cathedral by fire, warning them against "extending 
to the Catholic body any aid or co-operation, under 
this most trying calamity. As an example of true 
Christian charity, voiced by a Bishop of the Anglican 
Church, this advice is certainly unique. To the everlasting 
credit of the Home Government, the noxious vapourings of 
Dr. Broughton were declared to be unfounded and unten- 
ab],e ; those of Dr. Barker were not noticed. 
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The bitterness of Protestant feeling against the Catholics 
was intense. ''The Government Gazette" of Sydney, announc- 
ing the arrival of the "Cecilia," with eight priests, as passen- 
gers, ispoke of them as the "first fruits of Dr. Ullathorne's 
pamphlet," at the cost of the Colony, "which he calumniatei^ 
and injured;" the same paper went so far as to say that the 
payment of the passage money of the priests was "a system 
of robbery. ' ' 

Mr. Justice Willis, then on the Bench in Sydney, 
at a public meeting, said that no countenance should 
be given to Roman Catholics, whose religion he des- 
cribed as "unauthorized and idolatrous." Dr. Brough- 
ton, the Protestant Bishop above mentioned, as Chair- 
man of the Immigration Committee of the Legislative Council, 
moved and had adopted, i)y that Committee, a resolution to 
exclude Irish Catholics from participating in the general bene- 
fit of the land fund for immigration. 

The first Communion, in Australia, was solemnly admin- 
istered by Bishop Polding, February 28th, 1836. 

November the 16th, 1840, Dr. Polding, accompanied by 
Dr. Ullathome and the Rev. Father Gregory, took ship for 
Europe; a pui'se containin<T 400 sovereigns was presented to 
the Bishop in s id of his purpose to secure a number of fervent 
missionaries for the Austrnlian Church. Dr. Ullathorne and 
Father Gregory were also handsomely remembered. They 
arrived in London early in the following year. Dr. Polding 
went to Rome, and there received the Sacred Pallium as "Arch- 
bishop and Matropolitan of Australia and Van Dieman's Land, 
and the Gambler Islands, etc., ' ' Sydney having been erected by 
His Holiness into an Archiepiseopal See, two Suffragan 
Bishops were appointed for Hobart Town and Adelaide. 

The Archbishop sailed on his return to Australia on the 
2nd of November, 1842, and arrived at Sydney on the 9th of 
March, 1843. With him was the largest ecclesiastical party 
that had, up to that time, landed in the Colony. It consisted 
of the Archb'shop, the I'ev. Dr. Gregory, four Passionist 
Fathers, four other ecclesiastics, and six students. 
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Further details of his life and career do not belong to 
our purpose. He had been signally successful in all his under- 
takings and by and through his well directed labours 
looking to the upbuilding of the Church in the Colony, 
the lot of the convicts had been immeasurably lightened. The 
actions of those occupying high positions in the Protestant 
Church photographed their character and policy with un- 
flattering fidelity. Before his arrival, at Sydney, the danger 
to the hierarchy was indeed formidable. Dr. Folding was, 
however, filled with the spirit that animated the whole Catholic 
community, and by training and education was to a certain 
extent able to arrest the malignant Protestantism which pro- 
posed to engulf the aspirations of Catholicism in this new field. 

The antagonism aroused by the conflict, in which the Eng- 
lish Church endeavoured to assume unwonted authority, was 
difficult to allay, but so far as human agency could bring about 
peace and tolerance. Dr. Folding accomplished wonders. His 
mind and pen were ever employed in bringing order out of 
chaos. To assure "God's perfect peace," among people who 
differed so diametrically, was beyond the most strenuous 
efforts of any one man, or body of men, no matter how holy 
or self unconscious' they might be, particularly when the vast 
temporal power of the Colony was in the hands of an antag- 
onistic Government, with courts, judiciary and military, en- 
tirely under their appointive control. 

At the closing of a lecture to the clergy and laity of the 
diocese, in May, 1873, on the threatened amalgamation of the 
Catholic and Protestant Orphan Schools, he said : 

"May God put into the hearts of our fellow countrymen of 
New South Wales, kind and considerate thoughts toward us, and, 
into our own, great perseverance and faith. The one thing we 
have to guard against is, that our cause should be treated as 
the question of an hour, or used as a makeweight in a strife 
of politicians. What we seek is not a momentary victory, -not 
a victory in any sense, for we love not contest, and a victory 
would be an unsatisfactory, unstable thing. We seek a clear 
manifestation of our supreme conviction and claim before those 
amongst whom, and with whom, we live, so that when this shall 
be once accomplished, there may be thence forward no danger 
of them being, although unintentionally, yet in fact inadequately 
untruly represented in the Legislature of the Country.'' 

In 1871 the venerable Archbishop appealed to the Holy 
See for a co-adjutor, and the most Rev. Roger Bede Vaughan 
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O.S.B., was appointed Archbishop of Nazianzus and Coadjutor 
of his Grace of Sydney. He was consecrated by Cardinal Man- 
niiig. He arrived at Sydney on the I6th of December, 1873. 

The arrival of this Prelate was the occasion of much heart- 
burning on the part of a large portion of the Protestants, oite 
newspaper going so far as to say that the worst "Cargo of 
human woe and wickedness unshipped in Sydney Cove" was 
preferable 'to the landing of the Coadjutor Archbishop." 

The aged Archbishop passed away on the 16th of March, 
1877, filled with years and honours. 
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CHAPTEE IV. 




Church Missions to the Aboriginals. 

' HEN Dr. Folding in 1843 returned' from Europe 
he was accompanied by four Passionist Fathers 
who casting from them every hope of earthly 
pleasure apd earthly aggrandisement, proposed 
to devote their lives to the conversion of the 
Australian blacks; their Superior was Father 
Eaymond > Vaccari. 
Governor Gipps, when petitioned by Archbishop Folding, 
granted to these Fathers, for two years, the use of Strad- 
broke Island, and the adjacent islands situated in Moreton 
Bay, and gave them, as well, some buildings belonging to the 
Government for their residence (these by the way being a 
ruined house and outhouses which served formerly as a prison 
for English convicts), and extended them official recognition, 
as missionaries to the blacks. Stradbroke Island is 70 miles 
long, and, on an average, 5 miles wide. 

The misisonaries found the blacks great in numbers, both 
on the large islands and on the smaller ones. On November 
18th, 1843, Archbishop Folding, and one of the missionaries. 
Father Snell, left Sydney on the coasting steamer "Sove- 
reign," for Moreton Bay. It is noteworthy that on the 20th 
June, 1844, Rev. Father (Joseph) Snell, baptised an infant 
about 6 years old, presented by the father, Dick Smith, an 
Irjslimnn ; the mother being Neli, an aboriginal. The name 
John Mary was given to the child in baptism. The sponsor 
was John Joseph Daps, an Englishman. Another child of^ 
same parents, 3 years old, also was baptised, who received 
the name of Albert Mary; same Englishman being sponsor. 
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Later they were followed by Rev. Father Gregory, O.S.B. Dr. 
Folding, on this occasion visited several of the native tribes, 
and at)plied himself to learn their language. 

Dr. Folding did not, however, altogether confine his at- 
tention to the aboriginals. He wished, as well, to begin a mis- 
sion to the European settlers, on the mainland. He admired 
"the orderly appearance of the township" of Brisbane, then 
springing into life. On the occasion of his visit, the Pro- 
testants and Catholics alike welcomed him graciously, 
and when he celebrated Mass there, on the 5th of 
May, 1843, he was presented with the sum of £60 as the 
nucleus of a fund for the erection of a church in Brisbane. 
The Fassionist Fathers laboured with great devotedness among 
the natives, and according to a letter written by Father 
Vaccari to the Archbishop of Sydney, dated December 19, 
1843, were "free from anxiety and full of hope for the 
ronveraion of these my aboriginals." "They hold us in 
veneration and show us great affection, this being quite the 
reverse of their treatment of other Europeans, for, these, they 
say, do not act kindly towards them, but betray them and 
deceive them, so that they have lost all confidence in them." 
The natives admitted the existence of a Supreme Being ; their 
belief in such a Being was summed up in this manner. "We 
have not yet spoken to Him, for He has not yet spoken to 
us J but we expect to see and speak to Him after death." 
The mission was, however, destined to an untimely end. The 
missionaries received no material support ; they were almost 
destitute of necessary provisions and other supplies ; they 
claimed an independent jurisdiction in opposition with the 
views of the Archbishop ; the Government refused to grant 
them, as a permanent reserve, the island they occupied , and 
the missionaries realising the hopelessness of their efforts, set 
sail, in 1845, in an open boat for Sydney, arriving there after 
almost incredible suffering. 

The secular clergy, afterwards stationed at Sydney, were 
not unmindful of the Aboriginals, and many tentative efforts 
in their behalf, were made from time to time by missionaries 
from beyond the seas, among whom may be prominently men- 
tioned the Rev. -Duncan McNab. He had studied at Rome, 
and, learning of the spiritual destitution of the blacks, resolved 
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to devote his life to their service. He commenced his mission 
in Queensland, with the approval of Dr. O'Quinn, in the year 
1875. At Christmas of th- same year he met Father Bncas, a 
Breton priest, at Mackay ; this Father had previously 
laboured in New Zealand among the Maoris, and had come 
to Queensland to devote himself to the blacks. Ill health pre- 
vented him from carrying out his design, and he was then in 
charge of the district of Mackay, attending to the spiritual 
wants of a considerable white population. 

Father McNab remained at the reserve station for the 
blacks at Scrubby Creek, near Mackay, for three months. The 
manager of the station, Mr. Bridgman, would not allow him, 
or any other missionary, to give the station blacks religious 
instruction. A severe attick of fever compelled his return 
' to Brisbane in 1876. In 1877 he again took up his task, and 
set out on a tour of instruction. Through an interpreter he 
taught the faith with more or less success. In June, 1878, 
Father McNab returned to Brisbane, worn out by constant 
hardships while journeying — ^he was then in his 59th year. 
The discovery of gold and silver mines, of tin, and rich alluvial 
plains, and the consequent influx of unscrupulous Europeans, 
resultisd disastrously to the blacks; they became treacherous 
and cruel, and thus there was undone much good missionary 
labour. 

In 1876 the Vicariate of North Queensland was intrusted 
to the priests of S.S. Peter and Paul, in Rome. They re- , 
mained 18 months, but being unable to get into touch with 
the blacks, and their mission not being pleasing to the white 
settlers, they withdrew. 

Finally the mission was taken in hand by the Augustinian 
Fathers, who soon found their whole time engaged in minister- 
ing to the wants of the white population. 

Every attempt to Christianize the blacks has been with- 
out result. Some of them, it is true, have embraced the faith, 
but the great masses of Aboriginals proved impervious to 
teachings. A German mission undertaken ,by the Moravian 
Brothers failed signally, although nothing was left undone 
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to insure success. Rich reserves of land were assigned them, 
and large sums of money were collected in the home countries, 
and in the colonies, to aid them. 

Dampier, in his journal written on the occasion of his 
visit to Australia in lGf88, speaking of this race of people, said, 
"The inhabitants of this country are the miserablist people in 
the world. The Hodmadods of Monomatapa, though a nasty 
people, yet for wealth are gentlemen to these." 
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CHAPTER V. 




Queensland under the Episcopate of the Right Rev. 
James O'QuInn, D.D. 

HE first Bishop of Brisbane was the Eight Rever- 
end James O'Quinn, who was consecrated as 
such in the church of the Catholic University, 
St. Stephen's Green, Dublin, on the 29th of 
June, 1859— the Feasts of S.S Peter and Paul. 
The life work of this famous Prelate, who 
was so richly endowed with wide experience, 
varied learning, convincing eloquence and ex- 
quisite tact, in appreciating the characters of others, must, 
perforce, focus upon his personality, the thoughtful and ad- 
mirative attention of all who have at heart the best interests 
of Holy Church. 

Dr. O'Quinn came to Queensland at the age of 42 years, 
and for twenty years he employed his splendid talents without 
stint, that the Church might prosper, and the faithful be cor- 
respbndingly benefitted. 

Dr. O'Quinn was born at Rathbawn, County of Kildare, 
Ireland — fourteen miles from Dublin, on the 17th of March, 
1819. 

His father was a well-to-do farmer; his mother a sister 
to the Rev. Pathor Doyle, of the Church of S.S. Michael and 
John, Dublin. 

Dr. O'Quinn was sent to a high class school in Dublin, 
kept by a Mr. Kelly. "While there he progressed rapidly in 
the classics, mathematics and modem languages, as well as in 
all the other branches of a first class education, required by 
candidates for the ecclesiastical profession. ; 
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After finishing his preparatory studies he was taken to 
Kome, by his uncle, Father Doyle, and entered as a student 
in the Irish College. Rome — ^the "Holy City," which in poli- 
tics as in religion, is at once the East and the West; a city 
like that of Theseus, and an empire like that of Cyrus, Borne 
is like Janus; on her head are two faces, and on these faces 
are two countenances; the one is symbolic of Oriental dura- 
tion, and the other of Grecian movement. So great is her 
capacity for movement, she reaches the confines of the world, 
and so gigantic her duration, the world calls her 'Eternal.' 
From Sparta she has severity; from Athens culture; froi^ 
Memphis pomp; and grandeur from Babylon and Nineveh. 
In a word the East is the thesis, the West its antithesis, Rome 
the synthesis." 

Here, surrounded by brilliant and talented students, and 
receiving tuition from celebrated professors, 'there was every 
incentive for the young man to put forth every effort to excel. 

That he did so is shown by the fact, that when he was 
graduated, in 1843, with high honours, he received the degree 
of Doctor of Divinity, and a gold medal from Pope Gregory 
XVI. His arduous and unremitting devotion to his studies 
made serious inroads upon his naturally delicate constitution, 
and his health gave way. 

He could have been made priest much sooner than he 
was, but that his Superiors, recognising his high talents, deci- 
ded that he should remain in Borne to prepare a thesis in 
Universal Theology. This action, on their part, so competent 
to judge, was the conference of a deserved honour. 

Dr. O'Quinn was ordained priest on the Feast of the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin, the 15th of August, 1847. 
Near the close of the same year he reached Dublin ; his health 
was so delicate that he was placed by his brother, the Rev. 
Dr. Andrew Quinn, at Blackrock, near Dublin. When he had 
sufficiently regained his health and strength, he did occa- 
sional duty in the parish of Booterstown and Blackrock, at the 
request of the Bev. Dr. Ennis KP. 

During the visitation of cholera in 1848-9, the young priest 
had his first experience of missionary labour. The heroic 
devotion displayed by him under these terrible conditions, 
so impressed Dr. Ennis, that he often said, "A mitre will yet. 
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be placed on the head of that young man." His words were 
prophetic. •'. t 

At this time the education .question in Ireland was keenly 
exercising the Church. This agitation culminated in the con- 
demnation, by the Pope, of the secular colleges of the Queen's 
University, in Dublin. The secular colleges were known as 
"Godless Colleges," and as patronized by Catholics, had proved 
absolute failures. 

The "Catholic University" was thereupon founded, with 
the blessing and approbation of the Pope; and the Rev. Dr. 
John Henry Newman, a name that is heard with 
veneration, respect and trust, wherever the English 
language is spoken, was appointed its Rector. A 
university cannot exist without schools or colleges, 
and it was the wish of Archbishop Murray, that 
at least one grea't school should be founded in Dublin, which 
might be worthy of the name of a University School. 

After consideration. His Grace appointed Dr. O'Quinn 
as the first president of the new school, which was situated 
in Harcourt Street. This school bore the name of St. Lau- 
rence 'Toole's Seminary, and was placed under the, patron- 
age of St. Laurence 'Toole, who had been Archbishop of 
Dublin in the time of Henry III. It was officially opened 
on the Feast of St. Laurence, the 14th of November, 1850. 

The school proved an unqualified success, and was ad- 
mitted as a school of the Catholic University. It was not 
a ecclesiastical seminary, but an university school. Its design 
was to prepare students for the University and for the profes- 
sions. The success of the school was in a large measure due 
to Dr. O'Quinn 's tact, energy and ability. 

Dr. O'Quinn held the position of president of this insti- 
tution for nine years, only severing his connection therewith 
when he was appointed Bishop of Brisbane. 

Shortly after the opening of this seminary. His Grace, 
Archbishop Murray, appointed Dr. O'Quinn confessor of the 
Sisters of St. Vincent's Hospital, the Loretto Convent, in St 
Stephen's Green, and the Convent of Mercy in Baggot Street, 
which offices he held until his consecration as Bishop in 1859. 
The Convent of Mercy was the mother house of the Sisters 
of Mercy, now so widely and favourably known. Dr. O'Quinn 
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was largely concerned with the original planning and ar- 
ranging of the Mater Misericordiae Hospital, which was 
founded, in Dublin, in the year 1861, by the Sisters of Mercy. 
Dr. O'Quinn was the confessor and director of the Sisters of 
Mercy and was naturally concerned in all works of import- 
ance in which they were engaged. 

Extended reference will be made to the Order of Mercy 
and to this great charitable institution, in a separate chapter, 
in another portion of this work. 

Dr. O'Quinn was preconized Bishop of Brisbane by the 
Holy Father, Pius IX, on the 14th of April, 1859. On the 24th 
of May The Most Reverend Dr. Gould, then Bishop of Mel- 
bourne, arrived in Dublin bringing with him the papal bulls 
appointing Dr. 'Quinn to the See of Brisbane. The conse- 
cration took place in the church of the Catholic University, 
St. Stephen's Green, on June 29th, 1859. The Bishops present 
on the occasion were as follows : 

The Most Rev. Dr. Dixon, Archbishop of Armagh ; 

The Right Rev. Dr. McGettigan, Bishop of Raphoe; 

The Right Rev. Dr. Moriarty, Bishop of Kerry; 

The Right Rev. Dr. Kilduff, Bishop of Ardagh; 

The Right Rev. Dr. Cantwell, Bishop of Meath; 

The Right Rev. Dr. Leahy, Coadjutor Bishop of Dromone ; 

The Right Rev. Dr. Walsh, Bishop of Kildare and Leighlin ; 

The Right Rev. Dr. Furlong, Bishop of Ferns; 

The Right Rev. Dr. Delany, Bishop of Cork; 

The Right Rev. Dr. Derry, Bishop of Clonfeet; 

The Right Rev. Dr. Gillooly, Bishop of Elphin. 

His Grace Archbishop CuUen was confined to his room by 
illness. The consecrating Prelate was the Most Rev. Dr. Dixon, 
Archbishop of Armagh and Primate . of all Ireland. The 
sermon was preached by Dr. Moriarty. 

The first care of the newly consecrated Bishop was to 
make provision for a supply of priests and nuns for the diocese 
committed to his charge, and with this end in view he deter- 
mined to lose no time in pleading the cause of his new mis- 
sion at Rome, and several places on the Continent. He went 
to Rome to visit the Holy Father, and receive his benediction 
and blessing. Returning from Rome he visited France, Bel- 
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gium, and Germany, in order to make provision for a supply 
of priests for his diocese. 

His arrangements completed, he sailed from Gravesend 
for Melbourne, in the ship Donald Mackey, on December 8th, 
1860, arriving at Melbourne on March 12th, and at Brisbane 
on May 10th, 1861. Accompanying him v;^ere five priests and 
six Sisters of Mercy. The priests were the Rev. Dr. Cani, and 
the Rev. Fathers Tissot, Hadeburg, Gusse, and Renehan. The 
Sisters came from the Mother House of the Order in Baggott 
Street, Dublin, and were under the direction of Mother Mary 
Vincent (Whitty). 

Father McGinnerty and Dean Hanly were the first priests 
stationed for ordinary mission work in the Moreton Bay ter- 
ritory. They arrived in 1843. The first chapel in, Brisbane 
was only a rude shanty. Afterwards a stone church, 45 x 25 
fept was built by Father McGinnerty, under the invocation of 
St. Stephen; this for some time served as the Cathedral for- 
the diocese of Brisbane, until in fact, the erection of the pre- 
sent Cathedral of St. Stephen. ' The old building is still 
standing. 

It was designed by the greatest ecclesiastical architect of 
modern times — Pugin — and is th6 purest example of Gothic 
archtecture in Australia. Pugin was a friend of Bishop Pold- 
ing, who when it was built, was charged with the administra- 
tion of the vast territory of Queensland as well as of the 
Southern States on our eastern coast. Pugin was a convert to 
Catholicity, having left the Church of England for the Catholic 
Church when quite young. In the forty years of his life he 
planned architectural ornaments, ecclesiastical and profane, 
that are his monuments to-day. Among them is the Killarney 
Cathedral. 

Archbishop Polding possessed the finest architectural lib- 
rary in Australia, and, in those days, was one of the soundest 
judges of Gothic architecture in Australia. It was out of 
friendship for him that Pugin planned old St. Stephens. The 
roof was originally covered with shingles. It i^ built of local 
freestone, not of the best quality, and is now almost beyond 
redemption. 

The presbytery in those early days was a small weather- 
board house situated at the back of the chapel. i 




ST. MARY'S CHURCH, SOUTH BRISBANE. 




ST. JOSEPH'S CHURCH AND SCHOOL, BRISBANE. 
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A beautiful church of stone was begun a few years later 
by Father McGinnerty in Ipswich, which was completed in 
1869, at a cost of £7000. Dean Hanly's name is still cherished 
throughout the Brisbane district. On one occasion he had to 
swim the river on a sick call. For the convenience of the 
public, he, with a few able men, built a plank bridge across 
the river. A poor woman, who had lost her husband, after 
their land had been purchased, had no house. Dean Hanly 
took off his coat, and aided by settlers, built her a weather- 
board house. 

The first Mass at Sandgate was celebrated by the Rev. 
Patrick Dunn in 1865; Fath^er Dunn also celebrated the first 
Mass in Ballarat, in September, 1851, during the gold rush, 
when the place was wild forest and the nearest house twelve 
miles distant. In the early 70's the Eev. Francis Nerchmer (a 
German priest) came to Sandgate, and continued to do so, at 
intervals, until the year 1880, when the Rev. J. P. M. Connolly 
succeeded to his duties. The first church was built upon two 
and one-half acres of land which had been secured early _in 
the 70 's by a few of the faithful. This church afterwards gave 
place to a large and more imposing edifice; the old church 
is now used as a school. There is at the present time also 
standing upon this land a fine Presbytery and a convent. 

When Dr. O'Quinn arrived at Brisbane, the territory 
embraced within the present limits of the city was mainly 
uncleared bush. There were but two Catholic priests, two 
churches and two small schools throughout the length and 
breadth of Queensland; there wejre, in the State, neither 
railways, telegraphs, properly organized mail routes, nor, in 
fact, any of the many factors that make for the exhaltation 
and embelishment of civilized life. Standing at St. Stephen's 
Church, shortly after his arrival, the Bishop naively asked, 
"Where is the city of Brisbane?" 

Running creeks crossed the principal town thoroughfares, 
and but three dwelling houses of any importance stood in 
Brisbane. These were, the residence of Dr. Hobbs, used as a 
Government House; that of Dr. FuUerton, now All Hallows 
Convent, and " Darra," on the site of which stands the 
Bishop's Palace. 
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The nuns who landed with Dr. O'Quinn were first located 
iu the old Presbytery at St. Stephens, where they remained 
until 1863, when the site of their present convent. All Hallows, 
was' purchased from Dr. PuUerton. 

The hardships and trials of Bishop, priests, and sisters 
can be better imagined than described; they were in the van, 
among the first to suffer — all honour to their memory. 

But in them a new force had arisen in the Colony — ^the 
force clerical; the might of educated mind measuring itself 
against the forces of nature, and man's ignorance — a force 
embodied, as often before, as "Priestcraft," meaning simply 
strength, in our own mother tongue. 

With what vehemence, with what policy, with what 
exact discipline, with what dauntless courage, with what for- 
getfulness of the dearest private ties, with what intense and 
stubborn devotion to a single end did these holy men and 
women labour in this far away land. 

Dr. O'Quinn very shortly after his arrival, in order to 
familiarize himself with the whole field of his labours, set 
out upon a diocesan visitation tour. With him went Fathers 
Renehan, Hadeburg and Tissot. They sailed from Brisbane 
to Maryborough, whence they secured horses, upon which 
they started on their long itineary, which included Gayndah, 
the Burnett and Condamine districts, as far as Condamine; 
thence returning to Brisbane via Dalby, Toowoomba and Ips- 
wich. They had, in so doing, travelled more than 1000 miles. 

In 1869, alone, Dr. O'Quinn visited the Cape Gold Fields, 
arriving at the present site of Townsville. In 1872, attended by 
the Rev. James J. Horan, he visited the Etheridge and Char- 
ters Towers Gold Fields, starting from Cardwell on the sea- 
board. 

As an instance of the varied exigencies constantly arising 
on these trips, he had to pass seventeen nights in the open 
air, on the bare ground, and to live principally upon sar- 
dines and damper. 

In 1874 he visited Cooktown, whence he proceeded to 
Palmer's Gold Fields. He was a fine horseman and, until con- 
strained by rheumatism to use a buggy, always made his 
journeys on horseback. 
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One of -the first impressions made upon Dr. O'Quinli, when 
he had familiarized himself with Queensland, was the almost 
unparalleled opportunity open to the Irish people, in poverty 
and depression, to emigrate to this fair land and thus better 
their conditions. 

Filled with this idea, he approached the Queensland 
Government, for the purpose of obtaining concessions, that he 
might be able to induce immigrants to cast their lots in this 
colony. 

His overtures were favourably received and resulted in 
the formation of the "Queensland Immigration Society," 
organised under the patronage of His Lordship the Governor. 
Agents were at' once appointed in Ireland, and ships chartered. 
Ten shiploads of immigrants were landed in Queensland under 
the existing arrangements. 

The first ship to sail was the Erin-go-brah, which brought 
400 Irish passengers, who had been selected by the Bev. 
Patrick Dunne. In three years this Rev. Father made six 
voyages and landed altogether 6,000 Irish colonists. 

These Irish men and women were the mainstay of 
Catholicism in Queensland "What pen can picture the grief 
which must have overwhelmed them as their beloved Ireland 
faded from view, and they faced the thousands of miles of 
unstable sea reaching out before them, as well as the uncer- 
tainty of their future in a strange and sparsely settled coun- 
try on the other side of the world. But they carried with them 
one comforting thought — that they were journeying to a 
place where their Church was established, and where they 
could freely worship, far from the hand of oppression. 

The coming of these Irish Catholics in such numbers 
created amongst a section of the Protestant colonists a feeling 
akin to dismay. Their numbers became titanically exagger- 
ated in the perverted minds of these envious and bitter dis- 
puters. Dr. Lang says, in his history of New South "Wales : 
"It is not supposed that zealous Protestants, of any communion, 
could stand tamely by and see Irish immigration to Aus- 
tralia." A clamour arose which culminated in the with- 
drawal, by the Government, of the concession in aid of assisted 
immigration. 
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This action on the part of Government led to the dis- 
solution of the Catholic Immigration Society, which took place 
in 1865. 

To go back a few years is at this point deemed proper, for 
although what follows is doubtless familiar to the reader, yet 
no apology is made for reviewing it here, as, without it as a 
background, it is difficult to understand many subsequent 
happenings. 

Prior to the year 1859 State aid was given to religion, but 
in that year the Queensland Legislature abolished all such 
assistance, with this exception — ^the two priests who officiated 
in Queensland prior to this legislative action were still allowed 
an annual stipend of £200. The Bishop and the new priests, 
however, were left without resources save those voluntarily 
contributed by the faithful. 

As the old order changed giving place to the new, the 
Catholic people were not long in accommodating themselves 
to the altered conditions, and financial support was freely 
extended by them to the clergy. The law which abolished aid 
to religion also did away with the grant formerly made for 
religious education. The State had assumed the entire control 
of the secular system. And here we remark that, from the 
time of Nero, the Church has ever been exposed to the 
opposing influence of politics. 

It therefore became pressingly necessary to immediately 
provide for the establishment and maintenance of Catholic 
schools, embracing both secular and religious subjects. Six 
years of contest were required to bring about this end, but 
faithful and untiring efforts prevailed over malignant 
sectarianism. 

The grand results more than justified the exertions on the 
part of the Catholics, as these schools became the best in the 
colony, which fact was grudgingly admitted by all, regardless 
of creed. 

The nuns were but six in number. This number was 
augmented by degrees until they totalled choir and lay sisters 
twenty-six, and, together with their assistants, forty. Their 
holy, self-sacrificing lives and energetic disinterested assiduity 
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did not fail to make an impression upon the Government, 
which was keenly appreciative of the large part they took in 
the moral and intellectual upbuilding of the State. This re- 
cognition resulted in the same allowance being made by the 
Board of Education, in the year 1871, to convent schools as 
to others. 

The nuns organised training schools for teachers, nearly 
all of whom aspired to be enrolled in the Congregation of the 
Sisters of Mercy. To raise funds a public bazaar was opened, 
under the patronage of Sir George and Lady Bowen, at which 
£3,000 were raised, and this at a time when money was most 
needed to enable the sisters to liquidate an unavoidably con- 
tracted debt for providing a residence for themselves and 
those under their charge. 

In 1878 Dr. O'Quinn drew up a report in which he sug- 
gested a division of the diocese of Brisbane into four parts. In 
this report he also called attention to the rapid advances made 
by the Colony since separation. The new Sees proposed were, 
Maryborough, Eockhampton and Townsville. He stated that 
when Brisbane was erected into a diocese there were no rail- 
ways and no telegraphs, and that only four seaports Were open. 

The Archbishop had previously said that the Brisbane 
diocese was the poorest and most unprovided of the Australian 
dioceses, yet he added, "it is the one, I think, in which 
religion will most flourish in course of time." 

At the date of the report there were five railways open, 
or in process of construction; telegraph lines all over the 
colony, and thirteen open seaports. That under the proposed 
division Brisbane would retain one seaport and one railway 
line, with branches; Maryboj^ough, three seaports and three 
railway lines; Rockhampton, four seaports and one line of 
railway to interior towns. The substance of this report was 
laid before the Archbishop and Bishops in Sydney on July 
31st, of the same year. They were unanimously of opinion 
that the proposed dioceses were ripe for formation. The Bris- 
bane diocese has an area eight times as large as that of Ire- 
land. 
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In his report Dr. O'Quinn further said that among the 
religious institutions in this division the Juvenile and Orphan- 
age School required special notice. It possessed a landed 
estate of over 3,000 acres, overlooking Moreton Bay, the insti- 
tution being under the direction of the Sisters of Mercy, seven- 
teen in number, and seven secular teachers, the inmates, at 
that time, being 250. 

There were also two industrial schools for advanced chil- 
dren, one for boys and one for girls — St. Ann's Industrial 
College. The St. Francis de Sales Printing Office, which 
prints and issues several Catholic publications, and 
"The Australian" newspaper, and in addition does a large 
job printing trade. Some boys are taken from St. Vincent's 
Orphanage to be educated in the printing business. Several of 
the largest printing firms in Brisbane are employing lads who 
served their apprenticeship in this office. The office itself is, 
except the control of the large machine, wholly worked by 
young men who have been trained in it. 

Touching upon the Maryborough Sfee, as proposed, he said 
that the area exceeded that of Ireland by about 2,500 square 
miles. In this proposed See the Church owned another landed 
estate, smaller in many respects to that of Brisbane, contain- 
ing approximately 3,000 acres, as well as a completed first 
portion of a cathedral. The yearly revenue being about £1,000. 

In Bockhampton the quantity of land owned by the 
Church was much greater, and a school was already in opera- 
tion; the area of this proposed See was four times as large 
as Ireland, and the revenue for the year ending December 
31st was £1,227. There was also an excellent girls boarding 
school in operation. 

That the area of the proposed Townsville See was eight 
times as great as that of Ireland, and that the present was 
the proper time to secure good sites of land for churches, 
schools, and other ecclesiastical edifices. 

Dr. O'Quinn called attention to the fact that the appoint- 
ment of foreigners, as Bishops in Queensland, was not good 
policy, as religion must perfotce lose by their appointment. 
The Church must be forgjed po a b^tsis suited to the circum- 



FIFTY YEARS OF PROGRESS. 



73 



stances of the country, and the peculiar political institutions 
existing. The Bishop, by reason of his intimate knowledge 
of the needs of the diocese, and the feelings of his parishoners, 
in this connection, went on to say that the Irish Catholics, who 
were the only Catholics in Queensland, would lose their faith, 
and that a great injustice would be done by ;placing over them 
those, whose language and habits, they would not understand, 
and who would not be in full sympathy with them. Dr. 
O'Quinn wished it particularly understood, that he did not 
mean to include such men as Dr. Cani, who were thoroughly 
in accord with the people. 

He set out in his report the following comparative table, 
showing the progress made by the Queensland Church from 
1860 to 3S78. 







1860. 


1878. 


Catholic Population 


' . . 7676 


47,256 


Revenue 




£400 


. £11,261 


Churehes 




4 


49 


Scliools 




4 . 


33 


Presbyteries 




2 


21 


Colleges 







1 


Convents 







20 


Orphanages 







2 


Industrial Schools 




. 


2 


Priests 




2 


28 


Ecclesiastical Students 




9 


6 


Christian Brothers . . 




. 


5 


Nuns 




. 


130 


Secular Teachers, Male 




3 


23 


Secular Teachers, Female . 







37 



In May, 1874, Dr. Vaughan, co-adjutor Archbishop of 
Sydney, accompanied by the Bishops of Bathurst, Maitland, 
Goulbum and Armidale, came to Brisbane to consecrate the 
new and magnificent Cathedral of St. Stephens. 

The Government did everything possible to make the 
visit of the August Prelates a pleasant and satisfactory one. 
They were privately entertained at Government House, and a 
splendid public banquet was given them. They were met and 
escorted through the streets by a procession more than a mile 
in length. 

The Archbishop at the time said that he did not believe 
such a demonstration, in honour of Catholic Bishops, could be 
made in any other part of the British Dominions. 
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One of the most remarkable features of Dr. O'Quinn's admin- 
istration was the zeal and prudence he displayed in regard to the 
accumulation of Church property, The work of religion cannot 
,be carried on with success without material aid- Provision must 
be made for the support of the clergy and religious who are devoted 
to the work of religion. Churches and other religious edifices 
must be erected. Schools must be founded and teachers paid. 
In short, the work of the Church necessitates a heavy and con- 
tinual expenditure, and one of the principal preoccupations of a 
bishop is to provide means to meet this expenditure. Church 
endowments have in all ages and countries grown slowly through 
the charitable bequests of princes, nobles, bishops, and others who 
h&ve been blessed with means. Such' endowments have generally 
been in the form of landed property, as being the surest and the 
most natural. This was the mode in which the rich church and 
abbey lands were acquired in the various countries of Europe, 
where the revenues accruing were for ages expended for the sup- 
port of the Church, the relief of the poor, and the education of the 
people. It was in pursuance of the same policy that the late 
Bishop of Brisbane exerted himself to secure an endowment for 
the Church in his diocese. We are not in a position to say What 
may be the actual value of the lands so secured, but it is agreed by 
all that the amount ts a very large sum, and that there is no diocese 
in the states so richly endowed. 

To show the integrity of long life efforts in the cause of 
religion, a copy of his last will and testament is immediately 
subjoined : 

"This is the Last Will and Testament of me, the Eight 
Reverend .Tames Quinn, Roman Catholic Bishop of Brisbane, in 
the Colony of Queensland. I direct the payment of my Just 
debts and funeral and testamentary expenses, as soon as con- 
veniently may be, after my decease, by my executors hereinafter 
named; and (subject thereto) I devise all my lands, tenements, 
hereditaments, and real estate, situate and being in the Colony 
of Queensland, with the rights, members, and appurtenances 
thereto belonging or appertaining, and I give aitd bequeath my 
personal property and effects in Queensland, ineulding particu- 
larly my library at my residence known as " Darra," near the 
city of Brisbane, unto the Right Reverend Matthew Quinn 
Roman Catholic Bishop ot BathursI, in the Colony of New South 
Wales, and the Right Rev. James Murray, Roman Catholic Bishop 
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of Maitland, in the said Colony of New South Wales, their heirs, 
executors and administrators, to hold, receive and take the real 
and personal estate, property, and effects in trust for my suy- 
cessor, in the ofSce of Roman Catholic Bishop of the Diocese 
of Brisbane, so that the said library and personal effects in and 
about " Darra " aforesaid and elsewhere in Queensland, to 
which I may be entitled at the time of my decease, shall belong 
to and be used by the Boma;i Catholic Bishop of the Diocese 
of Brisbane for the time being, and be handed down by each 
Bishop to each successor. And so the said lands, tenements, 
hereditiments, and real estate, with the appurtenances, may be 
used by the Bishop for the time being for the purpose of a 
' Benevolent Asylum, ' which term I intend to mean and include 
all charitable and educational objects, except the building and 
maintenance of churches and the support of clergymen. 

I appoint the said Eight Reverend Matthew Quinn and 
the Right Reverend James Murray to be executors of this my 
WUl, and hereby revoking any former Will and Testament. 

In witness whereof I the said James Quinn, have hereunto 
set my hand, at the city of Brisbane aforesaid, this twenty-first 
day of September, in the year of our Lord one thousand eigut 
hundred and sixty-nine. 

Signed by the said James Quinn, the Testator, as and for 
his Last Will and Testament, in the presence of us present at 
the same time who in his presence at his request and in the 
presence of each other have hereunto subscribed our names 
as witnesses. 

(Signed) JAMES QUINN. 
(Signed) ROBERT DUNNE. 
(Signed) E. J. MAY." 

The Archbishop was one of those who believed that tbf'^ 
future should begin when his life ended. Education always? 
held a foremost place in his thoughts. His former high con- 
nection with the Catholic University in Dublin, pre-eminently 
fitted him to deal with educational affairs. "What he accom- 
plished in Queensland for the education of girls, he equally 
desired for boys. It should not be forgotten that in the nun's 
schools, boys up to 10 or 11 years of age were taught, and then 
transferred to the boy's schools. 

The establishment of schools for boys had its beginning 
in the month of July, 1874, when Dr. 'Quinn invited the Bro- 
thers to Brisbane, and a school was opened by them in old St. 
Stephens. 

As before stated when Queensland became a separate 
State, a Board of Education was appointed to organize and 
direct the educational system within the State. The system 
in force was, in part, taken from the "Irish National System," 
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in that there were two separate and distinct classes of schools 
— i.e., vested and non-vested. The buildings of the former 
were vested in the Board of Education, and could not there- 
fore be withdrawn from connection with it ; those of the latter 
were not vested iii the Board, and were free at any time to 
sever their connection with that body, and to carry on their 
schools on the lines of denominational education. From their 
inception in Queensland, feeling was not favourable towards 
non-vested schools. 

Negotiations were opened by Dr. 'Quinn with the Govern- 
ment, and, in the fulness of time, the principal nun's schools,, 
and five or six of the boy's schools, were admitted as non-vested 
schools. For a time this arrangement gave entire satisfaction. 
Then arose the inevitable protest against all things Catholic. 

A certain section of the community consisting, in the most 
part, of Presbyterians and dissenters, although ardently desir- 
ing religious instruction, provided it were non-Catholic, and 
being envious and chagrined at the progress made 
and high standard obtained by the Catholic schools, 
as well as of the advantages enjdyed by the 
Catholics and Anglicans, did not however possess 
suflScient energy to enable them to establish non-vested 
schools for their own children. The abolition of these non- 
vested schools was demanded by these malcontents, in so far 
as what was improperly called State aid was concerned. This 
demand was first made in 1S72, and culminated in 1875, in the 
passage of an Education Act, which made education a depart- 
ment of the State, and which withdrew all aid from non-vested 
schools on December 31st, 1880. This was the initiative of the 
present purely secular system, and was a telling blow struck 
at the cause of religious education. 

All the learning and influence of the Bishop was exerted 
against the passage of this cruel act but it was unavailing 
against the strong existing anti-Catholic opposition. 

A very short time after this . Act came into effect the 
Church of England abandoned its last school, and from that 
date, until the present, there is not a single denominational 
school ia Queensland. The enemies of the Church confidently 
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expected that the Catholic educational system would collapse, 
to a large extent, but they were disappointed, as the Church 
seemed to derive new vigour from opposition, and in this con- 
nection should be mentioned two institutions under the man- 
agement of the Sjsters of Mercy — ^AU Hallows Convent and 
St. Vincent^s Orphanage ; the concensus of public opinion 
being that All Hallows stands at the head of all girls' schools 
in Queensland, and among the first in Australia. 

The subjoined table gives the complete educational statis- 
tics of the diocese at the date of the Bishop 's death in 1881 : — 









No. 


Name of School. 


Locality. 


Managers. 


Attend- 
ing. 


All Hallows' 


Brisbane 


Sisters of Mercy 


85 


St. Stephen's, Senior 


» 


It 


170 


St. Stephen's, Infant 


f, 


It 


204 


St. Patrick's, Senior 


„ 


II 


187 


St. Patrick's, Infant 


,1 


ff 


288 


St. Mary's 


f, 


»» 


144 


St. Joseph's 


>. 


II 


214 


St. Catherine's, 


tt 


*f 


249 


St. Mary's, Senior 


Ipswich 


II 


140 


St. Mary's, Infant 


t, 


II 


177 


St. Andrew's 


Helidon 


11 


74 


St. Patrick's,. Senior 


Toowoomba 


If 


120 


St. Patrick's, Infant 


„ 


It 


116 


Holy Cross 


Irishtown 


II 


87 


St. Columba's, Senior 


Dalby 


It 


80 


St. Columba's, Infant 


tt 




82 


St. John's, Senior 


Roma 


It 


80 


St John's, Infant 


)» 


If 


84 


St. Mary's, Senior 


Warwick 


ti 


130 


St. Mary's, Infant 


»» 


If 


144 


St. Joseph's, Senior 


Stanthorpe 


II 


90 


St. Joseph's, Infant 


» 


II 


60 


St. Mary's, Senior 


Maryborbugh 


II 


129 


St. Mary's, Infant 


tt 


If 


140 


St. Joseph's Senior 


Rockhampton 


II 


220 


St. Joseph's, Infant 


tt 


II 


238 


St Patrick's, Senior 


Gympie 


II 


120 


St Patrick's, Infant 


tt 




140 


St. Joseph's 


Monkland 


II 


131 


St Joseph's, Senior 


Mackay 


II 


70 


St Joseph's, Infant 


,1 


If 


85 


St Patrick's, Senior 


Townsville 




130 


St Patrick's, Infant 


tt 


If 


188 


St Joseph's, 


Bundaberg 


Sisters St, Joseph 


103 


St Joseph's, 


Bowen 


11 


35 


St Mary's 


Gatton 


Lay Teachers 


50 


St Columba's 


Charters Towers 


tt 


106 


Tot»l ... 


4890 



$0 
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BOYS' SCHOOLS. 









No. 


Name of School. 


Locality. 


Managers. 


Attend- 
ing. 


St. Joseph's 


Brisbane 


Christian Bros. 


173 


St. James's 


It 


Lay Teachers 


140 


St. Mary's 


Ipswich 


ft 


200 


St. Mary's 


Maryborough 


„ 


120 


St. Patrick's 


Gympie 


tt 


110 


St. Joseph's 


Rockhampton 


II 


92 


St. Columba's 


Charters Towers 


II 


52 


St. Stephen's 


Brisbane 


Sisters of Mercy 


70 


St. James's 


^j 


II 


75 


St. Patrick's 


Townsville 


It 


87 


St. Joseph's 


Rockhampton 


It 


112 


St. Anil's (Industrial) 


Brisbane 


It 


33 


St. Bridget's 


Nudgee 


It 


85 


St. Vincent's ... 




II 


230 


St. Joseph's ].. 


Mackay 


It 


41 



Total 



1620 



An intermediate boarding school for girls is attached to 
several of the convents. 

The Archbishop was a keen observer, a shrewd satirist, 
and a man of great personality-^as an example of his coolness 
in moments when passions were inflamed, when the Ipswich 
railway works were suddenly closed down, the navvies became 
mutinous, and marched to Brisbane, demanding bread or 
work. Alone and unafraid, he addressed them, and quelled the 
mutiny. Again, when the Orangemen of Brisbane met at 
Oxley Pocket, in 1874, to protest against the Pope and Papacy, 
Dr. O'Quinn, to their great surprise, attended the meeting, 
mounted a cart, and after being hissed and hooted, won them 
as his friends. 

Dr. O'Quinn added the "0" to his name in honour of 
Daniel O'ConneU, whom he considered the greatest man of 
his age. 

On Thursday morning, August 18th, 1881, the soul of this 
great and good man went out to his maker. The whole State 
was plunged into profound grief. The body lay in state while 
thousands viewed and wept over it. 

On Friday morning, at 9 o'clock, the Office for the Dead 
commenced, followed by the Pontificial Requiem Mass, which 
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was largely attended by Catholics, Protestants and Jews, in- 
cluding the Jewish Rabbi. 

His remains were buried in a vault constructed on the 
Gospel side of the Cathedral near the Sacred Heart Altar. The 
months end Office for the deceased Bishop took place on Tues- 
day, September 20th, in the presence of more than 3000 people. 
The sermon was preached by the Rev. William Kelly, S.J., 
there being present, Bishops, the Right Rev. Dr. Quinn, Bishop 
of Bathurst, Right Rev. Dr. Murphy, Bishop of Hobart, Right 
Rev. Dr. Torreggiani, Bishop of Armidale. 

So came to a close the life and labours of this illustrious 
Prelate. He has left behind him a record of magnificent 
achievements, not the least of them being those monuments 
to his administrative genius, evidenced by the judgment dis- 
played by him in the selection of sites for churches and 
Church establishments. 

In every place which was likely to become a centre of 
population he secured lands suitable as sites for orphanages, 
convents, schools, etc., the greater part of which were ac- 
quired out of the revenue set apart for the support of the 
Bishop of the Diocese. So ample was the means he provided, 
that when State aid was withdrawn, not one of the Catholic 
schools was closed on that account. As a classical scholar he 
took high rank. 

His memory will be cenotaphed in the hearts of the faith- 
ful for all time. 
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CHAP'PBR VI. 




His Eminence and Most Reverend Patrick Franc'ls 
Cardinal Moran, Archbishop of Sydney. 

HE Eminent and Most Bev. Patrick Francis 
Cardinal Moran, Archbishop of Sydney, Metro- 
politan, etc., was consecrated Bishop of Olba, 
and Coadjutor to the Bishop of Ossory, 5th 
March, 1872, and succeeded to the See of Ossory, 
18th of August 1872. He was translated to the 
Archiepiscopal See of Sydney, 21st March, 1884, 
and created Cardinal Priest of the Holy Boman Church, of 
the title of St. Susanna, on the 27th July, 1885. 

Patrick Francis Moran, Bishop of Ossory, in Ireland, was 
at the request of the Bishops of the Provence, by brief of 
the Holy See, dated the 21st of March, 1884, translated to 
Sydney. He was accorded a most enthusiastic welcome on 
his arrival on the Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin, 
the 8th of September following. 

A few months later he was summoned to Rome, where 
on the 27th July, 1885, the Cardinalitial dignity was conferred 
upon him, the first time that this privilege was granted to the 
Australian Church. 

On the 14th of November, 1885, the Plenary Synod of 
the Bishops of Australasia, under the presidency of the Car- 
dinal Archbishop, entered on its synodioal work at St. Mary's 
Cathedral in Sydney. No such solemn religious service had 
been witnessed beneath the Southern Cross, as when on Sun- 
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day, the 15th of Novemher. the Cardinal and fifteen Bishops, 
arrayed in full Pontificials, with the Vicar Apostolic of North 
Queensland, and the Procurator of the infirm Archbishop of 
Melbourne, and fifty-two theologians from the various dio- 
ceses of Australasia, and a numerous array of other distin- 
guished clergy, secular and regular, entered m procession the 
Cathedral Church, where 6,000 devoted people were assembled 
to unite with their pastors in invoking the Spirit of God upon 
the deliberations of the synod. The sessions lasted for a 
fortnight; the whole proceedings being marked by an ear- 
nestness of purpose, and unanimity of feeling and harmony 
of ideas, that have never been surpassed in similar meetings. 

The synod closed witii the same solemnity with which 
it had begun, and, thanks to its wise decrees, it may 
truly be said, that from the Plenary Synod of Sydney, in 
1885, dates a new era of expansion and peace and blessing 
for the Catholic Church in Australasia. 

A pastoral letter was addressed by the Plenary Council 
to the clergy and faithful intrusted to their charge, which 
was a monumental record of their teachings and their aspira- 
tions in every way worthy of the golden ages of the Church's 
history. 

Mentally and morally Cardinal Moran stands in the front 
rank of the world's greatest churchmen. 

Eloquent, sagacious, intrepid, immutable of purpose, pre- 
eminent in every talent which exalts, it is impossible to con- 
sider him without admiration, love and reverence. 

The cbnsummnate wisdom which has marked his every 
measure, since his elevation to the Princely office he adorns, 
has been plainly evident to those who are in, as well as those 
who are without the pale of the Church. 

He has performed the manifold duties incident to hi.s 
high place unostentatiously, and with exquisite dignity, cour- 
tesy, and kindliness. 

May he be long spared, both to the Ch4ireh and to the 
whole people of Australia. 
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CHAPTER Vn. 




The Episcopate of the Very Reverend Robert 
Dunne, D.D. 

MONG the first acts of the Holy See, after tha 
death of Dr. O'Quinn, was to carry out, at least 
in part, the erection of new dioceses, as recom- 
mended by the late Prelate. In the accomplish- 
ment of this resolve, Rockhampton was erected 
into a See embracing the QueenslaM Territory 
between the 24th degree of south latitude and 
Hinchbrook, and extending from the coast west- 
ward to the South Australian border. 

That portion of the Colony that lay south of the 24th 
degree of S. latitude was assigned to the See of Brisbane, whilst 
the territory to the north of Hinchbrook was made a Vicar- 
iate Apostolic, under the care of the Irish Augustinian Fathers, 
the Bishop's residence to be at Cooktown. 

The Right Rev. Dr. Dunne, D.D., was consecrated to the 
See of Brisbane on the 18th of June, 1882, by Archbishop 
Vaughan, assisted by the Bishops of Maitland, and Goulbum. 
The consecration took place in St. Stephen's Cathedral, Bris- 
bane ; the sermon being preached by the Bishop of Maitland. 

When the historian essays the task of portraying the life 
work of an eminent living character, he is confronted with 
the realization that he is to chronicle the events of the present 
day; he lacks perspective; he is too close to the events he is 



CATHOLICISM IN QUEENSLAND. 89 

to write about; and is therefore at a manifest disadvantage. 
The career of so truly a great man as is Dr. Dunne should 
be viewed through the glass of the years, when the seed he 
has planted has grown and blossomed and borne mature fruit. 

Dr. Dunne was born at Lismore in the County of Water- 
ford, in the year 1830. 

He pursued his sacred studies, with distinction, at the 
Irish College, Rome. > 

Subsequently, for several years, he was on the teaching 
staff of St. Laurence's School, Hareourt Street, Dublin. At 
this time the school was under the presidency of Dr. O'Quinn. 

When Dr. O'Quinn was appointed the first Bishop of 
Queensland, Dr. Dunne chose Queensland for his missionary 
field. He arrived at Brisbane in 1863. 

In Queensland he held successively the offices of Secre- 
tary of the Bishop; Administrator of the Cathedral; Pastor 
of Toowoomba; and Vicar General. 

Dr. Dunne was at all times active in his efforts to induce 
Irish Colonists to secure comfortable homes f&r themselves 
by settling on the land. 

When Dr. Dunne was leaving Toowoomba to take up 
his duties in Brisbane, he was made the recipient of an 
address, as a testimonial of their esteem and affection, and 
a purse of 264 sovereigns was handed him by his parishioners ; 
he had ministered at Toowoomba for thirteen years. 

As Secretary of the Plenary Council of Australasia held 
at Sydney in 1885, Dr. Dunne rendered most important ser- 
vice. The Holy See, at the petition of the Council, Was 
pleased to erect Queensland into an independent ecclesiastical 
province, with Brisbane as the Archiepiscopal See, and by 
brief on the 10th of May, 1887, Dr. Dunne was constituted 
its Archbishop. 

He received the Sacred Pallium at the hands of the Car- 
dinal Archbishop, at Sydney, on the 8th of December, of the 
same year, in his Cathedral of St. Stephen, amid religious 
enthusiasm and festive solemnity. 
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Under his episcopate cfiurclies, schools and colleges have 
been multiplied. It is instructive to compare the figures con- 
tained m the following table for the year 1910, with those of 



uinn s, set down m J»^»: — 




Catholic Population 

Churches 


60,000 
102 


Schools 


31 


Presbyteries 

College 

Convents ... '... 


30 
1 

20 


Orphanage (St. Vincent's) 

Industrial School 


1 
1 


Priests 


56 


Christian Brothers 


37 


Nuns (Sisters of Mercy) .. 

Secular Teachers, Male 


300 
31 


Secular Teachers, Female 


120 


Hospital (Mater Misericordiee) .. 

Asylum (Magdalen) 

Children attending Convent Schools 


1 

1 
6728 


Children attending Christian Brothers' School: 


1548 



In 1890 Dr. Dunne paid his visit, "ad limina" to Rome, 
and was cordially received by Pope Leo XIIT. During the 
absence of His Grace the Cutholic citizens of the Diocese car- 
ried out a long deferred project, that of erecting an Episcopal 
residence worthy of their city, and of the Archiepiscopal rank 
of their chief pastor. On his return to Brisbane, the Hon. T. 
J. Byrnes, Solicitor-General, in the name of the citizens, read 
an address of welcome and presented the new Archiepiscopal 
Palace, which had been built on the site of old "Darra." 

His Grace is a man of scholarly attaimnentis, and pos- 
sessed of profound learning. For depth of thought and 
splendour of diction his public utterances are models of con- 
vincing oratory. 

Gentle in manner, but firm and incisive in action, he is 
the embodiment of all that an intellectual, moral and courtly 
Prelate should be. 

Under his guidance tho Church has made notable strides 
along every avenue of progress, and His Grace deservedly 
enjoys the respect, esteem, and confidence of the whole com- 
munity, irrespective of creed 
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DISTRICTS, CHURCHES AND CLERGY. 



Brisbane— St. Stephen's Cathedral, Elizabeth St., North Brisbane; St. Patrick's, 

Morgan St., Fortitude Valley; St. Joseph's, Leopard St., WooUoongabba; St. 

Mary's, Peel Street, South Brisbane ; St. Brigid's, Petrie Terrace, Red Hill; 

Holy Cross, Wooloowin ; St. Michael's and All Holy Souls', Toowong ; St. 

Peter and St. Paul's, Bulimba j St. Vincent's, Nudgee ; St. Mary's, Star of 

the Sea, Cleveland ; St. Lawrence's, Figtree ; Sacred Heart, Saraford ; Holy 

Rosary, Rosalie ; The Guardian Angels, Wynnum ; The Real Presence, 

Nundah ; and 18 stations. His Grace the Archbishop ; Rev. J. B. Breen, 

Rev. J. McCarthy ; Rev. M. Baldwin, Rev. J. A. Canali, Rev. F. Dorrigan, 

Rev. William Lee, Rev. James Byrne, Rev. Jeremiah O'Leary, Rev. M. 

O'Flynn, and Rev. Richard Walsh. 
Blackall — St. Patrick's, Blackall ; St. Mary's, Tambo. St. Joseph's, Isisford ; 

St. Mary's, Springsure. This district is purely pastoral, and the priests are 

almost constantly travelling. Rev. Maurice Wolfe. 
BUNDABERG — Holy Rosary, Bundaberg ; St. Patrick's, Mount Perry ; Sacred 

Heart, Childers ; Holy Cross, Cordalba ; eight principal and several less 

important stations. Rev. J, Mimnagh, Adm. 
Cabooltdrb — St. Peter's, Woodford ; St. Mary's, Nambour ; Sacred Heart, 

Redcliffe ; St. John the Evangelist, North Pine ; St. Patrick's, Caboolture ; 

and 22 stations. Rev. Baldvirin. 
Charleville — St. Mary's Charleville ; St. Patrick's, Augathella ; six towns, 

viz., Charleville, Adavale, Augathella, Birdsville, Wyandra, Eromanga, 

and about fifty stations. Rev. M. Stapleton. 
Cunnamblla — Sacred Heart, CunnamuUa; eight towns, viz., Cunnamulla, 

Thargomindah, Eulo, Opal, Hungerford, Wooroorooka, Wompah, Oontah, 

and upwards of fifty stations. Rev. William O'SuUivan, Pro-Adm. 
Dalby — St. Joseph's, Dalby ; Holy Cross, Miles ; St. Mark's, Jondaryan ; St. 

Mary's, Taroom ; and some fifty stations. Rev. John Hegarty, Rev. Thos. 

Nolan. 
Gatton — St. Mary's,' Gatton ; St. Joseph's, Helidon ; Sacied Heart, Fingal; 

St. Patrick's, Tent Hill ; and twelve stations. Rev. D. Walsh, Adm. ; Rev. 

Michael Masterson. 
GoONDlwiNDl — St. Mary's, Goondiwindi ; St. Patrick's Inglewood ; and over 

fifty stations. Rev. J. Healy, Pro-Adm. 
Goodna — St. Francis Xavier's, Goodna ; St. Mary's, Corinda ; and seven stations. 

Rev. Thomas Hayes, Adm. 
Gympik — St. Patrick's, Gympie ; St. Mary's, Monkland ; Sacred Heart, Kilkivan ; 

sixteen principal and several smaller stations. Rev. Matthew Horan, Adm. ; 

Rev. Thomas Lee. 
Laidley — St. Patrick's, Laidley; St. Mary's, Forest Hill; and eight stations. 

Rev. Patrick Fonhy, Adm. 
Ipswich (Mensal Parish) — St. Mary's, Ipswich ; St. Joseph's, Lowood ; St. 

Patrick's, Rosewood ; Sacred Heart, Grandchester ; St. , Bridgid's, Rosevale ; 

St. Michael's, Pine Mountain; St. John's, Peak Mountain; St. Andrew's, 

WoUoon ; St. Peter's, Dinmore ; and over forty stations. Rcv. Andrew 

Horan, Adm. ; Rev. . P. Brady, Rev, William Cashman, Rev. P. J. Murphy. 
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Logan and Albbrt— St. M»ry's, Beaudesert ; St. Patrick's, Tambourine' ; St. 

Joseph's, Veresdale ; St. Brigid's, Waterford; Sacred Heart, N.S.W. Border j 

and over thirty Tillages and stations. Rev. James Enright, Adm. ; Rev. W. 

Byrne, Rev. Thomas Enright. 
Maryborough— St. Mary's, Maryborough ; Sacred Heart, Tiaro ; St. Patrick's, 

Howard ; St. Joseph's, Fialba ; and some thirty stations. Rev. Ph. Brady, 

Rev. Henry Fitzgerald. 
St, Gborgb. — This mission has been merged in Roma for a time. 
Nanango — St. George's, Nanango ; Rev. Mark Cosgrove, Adm. New Church 

and Presbytery recently completed. Rev. Mark Cosgrove, Rev. James Bergin. 
Roma — All Saints', Roma ; St. Columba's, Mitchell ; Sacred Heart, Yeulba ; 

several villages and fifty stations, including the pastoral settlements of the 

Maranoa district. Rev. John Hennessey, Rev. S. Masterson. 
Sandgatb — Sacred Heart, Sandgate ; Rev. James Power. Christian Brothers' 

fine College of 180 boarders attended from Sandgate. 
SOUTHPORT — The Guardian Angels,i Southport ; St. Malachy's, Tallebudgera ; 

St. Bridget's, Nerang ; St. Patrick's, Beenleigh ; St. Mary's, Upper 

Coomera ; and some twenty stations. Rev. C. J. Casey, Rev. R. Burton. 
Stanthorpb — St. Joseph's, Stanthorpe ; St. Mary's, Wallangarra ; Sacred 

Heart, Texas ; St. Patrick's, Sugarloaf ; and 24 stations. Rev. Matthew 

Ryan, Adm. 
Toowoomba — St. Patrick's, Toowoomba ; St. Mary's, Drayton ; St. Carthage's, 

Highfield ; St. Joseph's, Greenmount ; St. Mary's, Crossbill ; St. Bridget's, 

Westbrook Homestead Area; Sacred Heart, Pittsworth; St. Matthew's, 

Crow's Nest ; St. John the Evangelist, Meringandan ; Holy Cross, Aubigny ; 

St. Colman's, Goombungee ; and over thirty Stations. Rev. D. Fouhy, Adm. ; 

Rev. John O'Connell, Rev. Timothy Kelleher. 
Warwick — St. Mary's of the Assumption, Warwick ; St. Patrick's, Allora ; 

Fratres Domini, Emu Creek ; St. James' Clifton ; St. Joseph's, Leyburn ; St. 

Rupert's, Pratten ; St. Lawrence O'Toole's, Freestone Creek ; and some 

fifty stations and villages. Rev. M. Potter, Rev. J. O'Brien, Rev. John 

Gowen. 

RELIGIOUS ORDERS. 

Christian Brothers — Founded from Melbourne, a.d. 1876. Number of 

members, 37., 
St.\ Jaseph's College, Sandgate Road — Superior, Brother Duggan ; number of 

community, 12. 
St. Joseph's, Gregory Terrace, Brisbane — Superior, Brother Moroney ; number of 

members, 7. 
St. Jamt^, Boundary Street — Brother Moroney ; number of members, 6. 
St. i Mary's, Ipswich — Superior, Brother Butler ; number in community, 4. 
St. Maiy's, Maryborough — Superior, Brother Kelly ; number of members, 3. 
St. Patricias, Toowoomba — Superior^ Brother Hurley ; members, 4. 
Congregation of Sisters of Mercy — Founded from Baggot Street, Dublin, Ireland. 

Date of foundation, 10th May, 1861 ; number of communities, one head 

and 20 branch houses, viz. ; — 
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All ffallows', Brisbane— Founded 1861. Rev. Mother Mary Patrick Potter; 

number of community, 107. 
St. James', Ipswich — Founded 1863. Sister Mary Joseph Murphy ; number of 

community, 10. 
Si. Vincent's, Nudgee — Founded 1866. Mother Mary Bridget Conlan ; number 

of Community, 21. 
St. Anne's, Brisbane — Founded, 1868. Sister Mary Coiumba Griffin; number of 

community, 12. 
St. Saviour's, Toowoomba — Founded 1873. Sister Mary Benignus Stritch ; 

number of community, 12. 
Our Lady of Lourdes, Warwick — Founded 1874. Sister Mary Kevin O'Brien ; 

number of community, 10. 
St. Joseph's, Stanthorpe— Founded 1875. Sister Mary Emeria Kellaher ; number 

of community, 5. 
St. Columba's, Dalby — Founded 1877. Sister Mary Agatha Mahon ; number of 

community, 7. 
St. Malachy's, Gympie — Founded 1879. Sister M. Rose Cillaghan ; number of 

community, 12. 
St. Joseph's, Helidon — Founded 1880. Sister Mary Evangelist Kearney ; number 

of community, 6. 
St. Michael's, Maryborough — Founded 1880. Sister Mary Borgia Byrne ; number 

of community, 9. 
St. John's, Roma — Founded 1881. Sister Mary de Pazzi Glynn ; number of 

community, 6. 
Holy Cross, Lutwyche — Founded 1889. Sister Mary Malachy Gracey ; number 

of community, 14. 
St. Joseph's, Kangaroo Point — Founded 1889. Sister Josephine Bates ; number 

of community, 7. 
Sacred Heart, Sandgate — Founded 1893. Sister M. Laurentia Boylan ; number 

of community, 8. 
St. Mary's Bundaberg — Founded 1897. Sister M. Ignatius Clarkin ; number of 

community, 8. 
Star of the Sea, Southport — Founded 1901. Sister Gabriel Casey; number of 

community, 6. 
St. Mary's, Beaudesert — Founded 1901. Sister Winifred Trotman ; number of 

community, 6. 
Mount St. Mary's, Toowong — Founded 1903. Sister M. Dominie Keegan ; 

number of community, 7. 
Convent of Annunciation, Red Hill — Founded 1903. Sister M. Thecia Kellaher ; 

number of community, 9. 



EDUCATION. 

Colleges (Boys). 
St. Joseph's College, Nudgee — Conducted by the Christian Brothers ; number of 
resident pupils, 170. 
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High Schools (Boys). 
SL JosepKs, Gregory Terrace — Conducted by the Christian Brothers ; number of 

day pupils, 160. 
St. Mary's, Ipswich— Conducted by the Christian Brothers ; number ot day 

pupils, 140. 
St. Patrick's, Toowoomba— Conducted by the Christian Brothers ; number of 

day pupils, 230. 
St. Marfs, Maryborough — Conducted by the Christian Brothers ; number of 

day pupils, 130. 
St. Patrick's, (iympie — Conducted by Christian Brothers ; pupils, 160. 

High School (Girls), 
All Hallows' — Sisters of Mercy ; number of teachers, 19 ; number of pupils — 
boarders, 48 ; day pupils, 144. 

Primary Schools. 
Brisbane Cathedral, Elizabeth Street (Girls) — Sisters of Mercy and pupil teachers ; 

number of teachers, 10 ; number of pupils, 320. (Infants), number of 

teachers, 6 ; number of pupils, 180 ; total, 500. 
Brisbane, St. Patrick's, Ivory Street (Girls) — Sisters of Mercy; number of teachers, 

8 ; number of pupils, 330. (Infants), ditto ; number of teachers, 7 ; number 

of pupils, 378 ; total, 705. 
Brisbane, St. Bridgid's, Red Hill (Girls' and Infants') Sisters of Mercy and pupil 

teachers ; number of teachers, 12 ; number of pupils, 425. 
Brisbane, St. Mary's, South Brisbane (Girls' and Infants') — Sisters of Mercy and 

pupil teachers ; number of teachers, 12 ; number of pupils, 273. 
Brisbane, St. Joseph's, Kangaroo Point (Girls' and Infants') — Sisters of Mercy 

and pupil teachers ; number of teachers, 10 ; number of pupils, 409. 
Brisbane, Holy Cross, Lutwyche (Girls' and Infants') — Sisters of Mercy and pupil 

teachers ; number of teachers, 6 ; number of pupils, 292. 
Brisbane, St. James', Boundary Street (Boys') — Christian Brothers ; number of 

teachers, 11 ; number of pupils, 380. 
Brisbane, St. Kilian's (Boys') — Lay teachers ; number of teachers, 2 ; number 

of pupils, 87. 
Bundaberg (Girls' and Infants')— Sisters of Mercy and pupil teachers ; number of 

teachers, 8 ; number of pupils, 334. 
Dalby (Girls' and Infants') — Sisters of Mercy and pupil teachers ; number of 

teachers, 7 ; number of pupils, 171. , 
Gympie (Girls' and Infants') — Sisters of Mercy and pupil teachers ; number of 

teachers, 11 ; number of pupils, 476. Boys' : Christian Brothers ; aumber 

of teachers, 3 ; number of pupils,. 141. 
Helidon (mixed)— Sisters of Mercy and pupil teachers ; number of teachers, 3 ; 

number of pupils, 64. 
Ipswich (Girls' and Infants')— Sisters of Mercy and pupil teachers ; number of 

teachers, 10 j number of pupils, 328. Boys' : Christian Brothers ; number 

of teachers, 6 ; number of pupils, 186. 
Maryborough (Girls' and Infants')— Sisters of Mercy and pupil teachers ; number 

of teachers, 1 1 ; number of pupils, 352. Boys': Christian Brothers ; teachers, 

7 ; pupils, 180. 
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Nudgee (mixed) — Sisters of Mercy and pupil teachers ; number of teachers, 10 ; 

number of pupils, 242. Infants' (ditto) ; number of teachers, 7 ; number of 

pupils, 186. 
Toowoomba (Boys') — Christian Brothers, 230 ; number of teachers, 7. 
Roma (Girls' and Infants')— Sisters of Mercy and pupil teacher; number of 

teachers, 4 ; number of pupils, 129. 
Toowong (Girls' and Infants') — Sisters of Mercy and pupil teacher ; number of 

pupils, 110. 
Monkland (Girls' and Infants') — Sisters of Mercy and pupil teachers ; number of 

pupils, 280. 
Stantkorpe (Girls' and Infants') Sisters of Mercy and pupil teachers ; number of 

tpachers, 4 ; number of pupils, 120. 
Toowoomba (Girls' and Infants') — Sisters of Mercy and pupil teachers ; number 

of teachers, 9 ; number of pupils, 290. Boys': Christian Brothers ; number 

of teachers, 6 ; number of pupils, 235. 
Mort Estate, Toowoomba (Girls' and Infants') —Sisters of Mercy and pupil 

teachers ; number of pupils, ISO. 
Warwick (Girls' and Infants') — Sisters of Mercy and pupil teachers ; number of 

teachers, 10 ; number of pupils, 292. 
Lutwyche (Girls' and Infants') — Sisters of Mercy and pupil teachers ; number of 

teachers, 6 ; number of pupils, 350. 
Sandgate (Girls' and Infants') — Sisters of Mercy and pupil teachers j number of 

teachers, 4 ; number of pupils, 150. 
Soathport (Girls' and Infants') Sisters of Mercy and pupil teacher ; number of 

teachers, 6 ; number of pupils, 100. 
Rosalie (Girls' and Infants') — Sisters of Mercy and pupil teachers ; number of 

pupils, 176. 
Beaudesert (Girls' and Infants') — Sisters of Mercy and pupil teachers ; number of 

teachers, 6 ; number of pupils, 100. 



SUMMARY OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF BRISBANB. 

Area, about 200,000 square miles ; population, about 240,000 ; Catholic popu- 
lation, 60,000 ; districts, 31 ; churches, 91 ; clergy — secular, 60 ; religious brothers, 
25 ; nuns, 186 ; lay teachers, employed in Catholic schools — male, 31 ; female, 
95 ; boarding schools — boys, 3 ; girls, 12 — 16 ; high schools, 6 ; primary schools, 
41 ; children attending Catholic schools, 6,713 ; industrial schools — boys (printing 
office), 1 ; girls (St. Anne's), 1 ; charitable institutions — Orphanage, 1 ; Magda- 
len Asylum, 1 ; House of Mercy, 1 ; Servants' Home, 1 ; Hospital, 1. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 




The Diocese of Rockhampton. 

HE Diocese of Kockhampton was established ia 
1882. 

The first Bishop to be appointed by the Holy 
See, to the See of Rockhampton, was the Rev- 
erend John Cani. 

Bishop Cani was a native of Papal States. 
He studied in the Seminario Romano, the prin- 
cipal college for the education of the secular clergy 
of the diocese of Rome. He came to Queensland in 1861, where 
his first mission was at Warwick ; subsequently he was Adminis- 
trator of the Cathedral, and Secretary to the Bishop. 

At the request of the Sacred Congregation of the Pro- 
paganda, he visited North Queensland, Thursday Island, and 
New Guinea, to prepare for the missions in those territories. 

In 3879 he was appointed Pro-Vicar Apostolic of North 
Queensland. 

On the death of Dr. O'Quinn, Archbishop Vaughan ap- 
pointed him Administrator of the diocese of Brisbane during 
the vacancy of the See. 

His consecration as Bishop of Rockhampton took place 
in Sydney, in the temporary Cathedral of St. Mary's, May 
21st, 1882. 
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The ceremony was performed by His Grace Archbishop 
Vaughan, assisted by the Bishops of Maitland and Goulburn. 
The Bishop of Armidale was also present. Father William 
J. Kelly, S.J., preached on this occasion. 

Bishop Cani was conducted to the Throne by Very Rev. 
Dean Murly, on the occasion of his installation in his Cathe- 
dral at Rockhampton, Sunday, the 11th of June, 1882. 

Among his chief works may be mentioned the erection 
and equipment of the orphanage at Meteor Park, Neerkal, 
situated 14 miles from Rockhampton. The buildings and 
workshops, and all the details of the orphanage, have been 
carried out on the most improved models, and the Queensland 
Government contributes to the support of the children who 
are being trained there. The second Bishop of Rockhampton 
was the Right Rev. Joseph Iliggins, D.D., consecrated Titular 
Bishop of Antifelle, and Auxiliary to His Eminence the 
Cardinal, Archbishop of Sydney, 31st March, 1889 ; translated 
to the See of Rockhampton, 4th May, 1899 ; translated again 
to Ballarat 3rd March, 1905. 

Right Rev. James Dujig, D.D., third Bishop of Rock- 
hampton, was born near Broadford, parish of Druiiicolloher, 
county of Limerick, Ireland, on the 2nd of September, 1871. 
He received his first education in the Broadford National 
School. When 13 years of age he came with his mother and 
other members of the family to Queensland, and attended the 
Christian Brothers College, in Gregory Terrace, Brisbane. For 
some years he was engaged in of&qe work in Brisbaiie, but 
afterwards returned to the Chdistian Brothers to receive a 
classical training, with the intention of studying for the 
priesthood. Through the kindness of His Grace Archbishop 
Dunne, the young man was able to sail for Europe in July, 
1891. In Septetnber following he entered the Irish College, 
Rome, where he completed a six years course of rhetoric, 
philosophy, and theology ; in the last named faculty he took 
the degrees of Bachelor and Licentiate, and was ordained 
priest on the 19th of September, 1896. 

In June of the following year Father Duhig left Rome for 
Queensland. His first appointment was to the parish of 
Ipswich, where, as one of Father Andrew Hqran's assistant. 
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priests, he laboured until March, 1904, when he was appointed 
to St. Stephen's Cathedral. Brisbane. 

Two months later, on the translation of Right Rev. Dr. 
Higgins from Rockhampton to the diocese of Ballarat, Father 
Duhig's name appeared among the three selected, from whom 
a successor was to be chosen, and in the following November 
the briefs of his appointment as Bishop of Rockhampton were 
received from Rome. 

He was consecrated in St. Joseph's Cathedral, Rock- 
hampton, on Sunday, the 1 0th of December, 1905, ' by Most 
Rev. Dr. Kelly, Coadjutor .Archbishop of Sydney, assisted by 
Right Rev. Dr. Dwyer, Bfshop of Maitland, and Rev. Dr. 
Murray, Vicar Apostolic of North Queensland. Dr. Duhig had 
then, and we believe still holds, the distinction of being the 
youngest Bishop in the Church. 

He made his first ad limina visit to Rome in 1909, and at 
the same time took occasion to re-visit Ireland, and to go to 
the United States of America. 

The meeting between i^he Venerable Pontiff and the 
youthful Bishop was of a most touching nature. Dr. Duhig 
was impressed beyond expression with the saintly character 
and great personality of Pius X. 

In Ireland he was received with marked kindness, especi- 
ally in his native village, while his visit to America was one 
of deep interest, which left abiding impressions of the grea,t 
activity and magnificent work of the Church there. 

In the year 1866 the Rev. Father McGinty celebrated the 
first Divine service held by a cleric in Townsville. This ser- 
vice was held in a little house on Melton Hill, directly opposite 
the present Supreme Court building. 

From 1866 to 1872 the Rev. Father Connolly, of Brisbane, 
and Dean Mursley, of Rockhampton, at stated intervals sever- 
ally journeyed to this far northern town for the purpose of 
administering rites and visiting the physically and spiritually 
ailing. 

In 1872, St. Joseph's Church, the first in Townsville, was 
built on the Strand, on a site midway between where the St. 
Patrick's Convent and the Presbytery now stand. In the 
same year the Rev. Father Connolly was appointed parish 
priest. 
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In 1878 Father ConnoDy was transferred, and in June of 
that year Father W. M. Walsh succeeded him as priest of the 
parish. With his coming began an era of improvement ; St. 
Joseph '-.< Church was enlarged, and in 1880 he still further 
enlarged same. 

On January 22-23, 1892, the church was totally destroyed 
by what was practically a waterspout, in which calamity 
valuable works of art and other articles of moment were lost. 
Father Walsh was successful, at the risk of great personal 
danger, in saving the Blessed Sacrament from the Tabernacle. 

This was a severe blow. But within 24 hours Father 
Walsh called his congregation together, and arrangements 
were made for immediately converting the largest of the school 
buildings into a temporary church. It was recognised that 
the time was ripe for building a new and large church in a 
more central situation than that occupied by the old edifice. 
Donations were called for, and the response was spontaneous, 
so that on Sunday, the 7th of October, 1900, the foundations 
and basement of a new and grand church were completed by 
the laying of the foundation stone of the Church of the Sacred 
Heart. This ceremony was performed by the Right Eev. Dr. 
Higgins, Bishop of Rockhampton, assisted by the Most Eev. 
Dr. Redwood, Archbishop of New Zealand. At this ceremony 
£3,000 were subscribed towards the erection of the building. 
The new Church of the Sacred Heart was consecrated oh 
Sunday, November 16th, 1902 ; the ceremony was performed 
by His Lordship Bishop Higgins, assisted by many priests from 
various parts of the State, including Father Dujbiig, then of 
Ipswich, now Bishop of the diocese of Rockhampton. In 
Townsville in 1910 there are three Catholic churches, St. Pat- 
rick's Convent and High School, the comfortable presbytery, 
and a half-dozen Catholic school buildings. Father Walsh 
departed this life on February 16th, 1908, at Sydney. His 
remains were everywhere accorded most respectful marks of 
honour. His funeral was a most imposing sight, and during 
the previous night, while the body was lying in state, the 
church was visited by more than 1,000 mourners. 

The Rev. Thomas F. Bourke was appointed to succeed 
the late Father Walsh. 
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St. Patrick's Convent of Mercy was founded from All 
Hallows, Brisbane, in the year 1878. It is now a parent house 
with three branches, Bowen, Eavenswood, and Winton. In 
Townsville there are, besides the High School, four Parochial 
schools, and a boarding school for girls. Approximately 800 
children are attending the Nuns' schools in the city. St. 
Joseph''s branch of the H A.C.B. Society was established in 
1880, and St. Mary's branch in 1891. The Townsville Catholic 
Young Men's Society was established in 1900, and the St. 
Mary 's Catholic Young Men 's Society was established in 1907. 
T^he Sodalities of the Sacred Heart and Children of Mary are 
in a flourishing condition, as is also a branch of the Society 
of St. Vincent de Paul, whivh was established in 1906. 



CHURCHES AND CLERGY. 

RocKHAMPTON, Si. JostpKs Cathedral, Churches and Clergy — St. Patricks, 

Derby Street ; Sacred Heart, Westwood ; St. Peter's, Gracemere ; St. 

Joseph's, Neerkol ; Our Lady of Mi. Carmel, Kabra ; St. Malachy's, Bajool. 

Stations at Stanwell, Rosewood. Right Rev. James Duhig, Rev. J. 

Gallagher, Adm. ; Rev. E. Englert, S. M., Rev. T. Simington, Rev. J. 

McElhiiiney, Boys' school, conducted by Christian Brothers — number, 230 ; 

girls' schools, conducted by Sisters of Mercy — Our Lady's school, 305 ; 

St. Joseph's, 189 ; total, 724. 
Bowen — St. Mary's; St. Catherine's, Proserpine; Si Laurence, Merinda. 

Rev. P. Rouillac, S.M. Parochial mixed school, conducted by the Sisters 

of Mercy, 103. 
Barcaldink, Sacred Heart ; St. Joseph's, Aramac ; St. John tht Evangelist's, 

Alpha : St. Finian's, Jericho. Rev. J. Mulcahy and Rev. J. O'CarroU. 

Parochial mixed school, conducted by Sisters of Mercy at Barcaldine, 171 ; 

and by Sisters of St. Joseph, s Alpha, 65. 
Clermont, St. Mary's and St. Joseph's, Capella — Stations at Douglas Creek, 

Fiddler's Creek and Copperfield. Rev. Julien Plormel. Parochial mixed, 

schools conducted by the Sisters of St. Joseph's, 114. 

Cloncurry, St. Caiman's Church,— ^e.v . E. O'Keefe. Stations at Hampden, 
Mount Elliott, Camooweal, and Gilliat. 

Charters Towers, St. Columbia's; Si. Patrick's, Milchester; Si. Mary's, 
Sellheim. Stations a* Homestead, Pentland, Southern Cross, Lamond 
Siding, Thalanga, and Deep Lead. Rev. James Comen'ord, Rev. J. Bucas, 
Rev. H. O'Reilly. Boys' school, conducted by the Christian Brotjhers, 
pupils, 215, Girls' primary .school, conducted by the Good Samaritan Sisters. 
Parochial school, 449. Also mixed school at Milchester— pupils, 146 • 
total, 809. 
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Emerald, St. Patrick's — Rev. John Walshe ; Our Lady of Mount Carmel, 
Bogantungan ; St. Kevin's, Duringa ; St. Joseph's, Dingo ; St. James's 
Boolburra. Stations at Anakie, Sapphire Town, Comet, Gowarra, Broad- 
water and Rio. Parochial mixed schools, conducted by the Presentation 
Nuns— pupils, boys, 32 ; girls, 43 ; total, 75. 

Emu Park, — ^Attended from Cathedral, Rockhampton. Churches — Mary Im- 
maculate, Emu Park, and St. James', Cawarral. Stations at Mount Chalmers, 
Yeppoon, and Tanby. 

Gladstone, St. Mary's Star of the Sea. Rev. V. Thierry, S.M. Parochial 
' mixed schools, conducted by the Sisters of Mercy, 95. 

HuGHENDEN, St. Patrick's ; St. Brigid's, Richmond. Rev. Albert J. Wright. 
Stations at Torren's Creek, Woolgar, South Ethridge, and Prairie. Parochial 
mixed schools condvicted by the Sisters of the good Samaritan, pupils, 130. 

Ingham — St. Patrick's. Attended from Tewnsville. 

LoNGREACH, St. Brigid's, Rev. Maurice Lane ; St. John's, Muttaburra ; Sacred 
Heart, Ilfracombe ; Stations, Forest Grove, Opalton. Parochial mixed 
schools, conducted by the Presentation Nuns ; pupils, 170. 

The Sisters of St. Joseph have recently opened a school at Muttaburra. 

Mackay, St. Patrick's. Rev. P. Bucas, Rev. P. J. O'Keefe. Parochial mixed 
school conducted by the Sisters of Mercy ; pupils, 230. 

Mount Morgan, Sacred Heart; St. Kieran's, Mount Usher. Rev. J. R. Fagan, 
Adm., Rev. S. H. McDonough. Parochial mixed school, conducted by the 
Sisters of Mercy ; infants, 154 ; seniors, 345 ; total, 499. 

Ravknswood, St. Patrick's. Stations at Donnybrook, Ravenswood Junction, and 
Reid River, Rev. T. A. Weare. Parochial mi::ed school, conducted by th« 
Sisters of Mercy, 200. 

Rockhampton North — St. Mary's; St. Nicholas', Lakes Creek. Rev. James 
Cassar. Stations — St. Lawrence, Jamba and Toloombah. Parochjal mixed 
school, conducted by the Sisters of Mercy — St. Mary's, 102 ; St. Nicholas', 
104; total, 206. 

TowNSViLLB, The Church of the Sacred Heart ; St. Joseph's, and St. Mary's, 
Flinders-street West ; St. Patrick's, South Townsville ; and St. Brigid's, 
Stewart's Creek ; St. Patrick's, Brandon ; St. Francis, Ayr. Rev. T. F. 
• Bourke, Rev. P. Healy, Rev. J. Rowan, Rev. J. Murtagh. Parochial schools, 
conducted by the Sisters of Mercy — St. Joseph's mixed school, 199. W.E. 
mixed school, 259 ; St. Patrick's, South Townsville, 161 ; total, 722. 

WalkertoN, St. John's. Rev. James O'Hart. * Church of the Imtnaculate 
Conception, Mirani ; St. Joseph's, Eton ; St. Anne's, Homebush ; Our Lady 
of the Rosary, Marian ; St. MichaePs, Plane Creek ; St. Francis', The Leap 
and Nebo. 

WiNTON, St. Patrick's. Rev. E. J. Walsh. Stations : Kynuna, Boulia, Corfield 
. and Urandangi. Parochial mixed school, conducted by the Sisters of Mary ; 
number of pupili, 120, 
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RELIGIOUS ORDERS. 
The Society of Mary (Marhi Fathers)— Founded from Sydney, 1901. Rev. E. 

Englert, S.M., Rev. P. Rouillac, S.M., and Victor Thierry, S.M. 
Christian j?roM«w— Founded from Sydney, 1894. Superior, Brother Bradley, 

Rockhampton ; number in community 3. Charters Towers, Brother Ryan ; 

number in community, 4. 
Sisters os Mercy— Founded from Brisbane, 1878. Head Superior, Mother Mary 

Agnes White, O.L.G. Counsel, Convent of Sisters of Mercy, Rockhampton, 

Queensland ; number of communities, 9; number of religious, 80. 
O.L.G. Counsel, Rockhampton, Convent of Mercy— Founded 1873. Mother, 

Mary Agnes White ; number in community, 32. 
St. Brigid's, Kent-street— Vloxhet M. Vincent Brady, Superioress ; number in 

community, 10. 
O.L.P. Succor, Barcaldine, Convent of Mercy— Founded 1896. Sister M. 

Catherine Cleary. Superioress ; number in community, 6. 
Our Lady Star of the Sea, Gladstone — Founded 190O. Sister Mary Stanislaus. 

Number in community, 4. 
St. Mcirfs North Rockhampton— Founded 1000. Sister M. Winifred Lewis ; 

number in community, 4. 
St Brigid's, Mackay, Convent of Mercy — Founded 1879. Sister M. Raphael 

Hayes ; number in community, 6. > 

Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, Mount Morgan, Convent of Mercy — Founded 

1895. Mother M. Liguori, Superioress ; number in community, 8. 
Our Lady Help of Christians Convent, Koongal — Sister M. Conleth Behan ; 

number in community, 4. 
The Orphanage — Meteor Park. Sister M. Rose Birmingham, Superioress ; 

number in community, 10. 
Sisters of Mercy, Townsville — Founded from Brisbane in 1873. Head Superior, 

Mother Mary Benigna Desmond ; number of communities, 4 ; number of 

religious, 41. 
St Patrick's Convent, Townsville — Mother Mary Benigna Desmond ) number in 

commuaity, 22. 
St. John's Convent of Mercy, Ravenswood — Sister Mary Stanislaus ; numbei in 

community, 6. 
St. Agnes' Convent of Mercy, Bowen — Sister Mary Kevin ; number in community, 

0. 

Sacred Heart Convent of Mercy, Winton — Sister M. Ursula ; number in com- 
munity, 5. 

Sisters of the Good Samaritan — Founded from Sydney, 1900 ; St. Columba's, 
Charters Towers, Mother Mary Irene ; number in community, 14. 

St. Francis' Hughenden — Founded from Sydney, 1900. Mother M. Benedicts ; 
number in community, 4. 

Sisters of the Presentation Order — Founded from Wagga, 1900. Longreach, 
Convent of the Sacred Heart, Rev. Mother Francis, number of communities, 
2 ; number of religious, 13. 

Convent of the Sacred Heart, Longreach. Rev. Mother M. Francis Hayes; 
number in community, 10. 
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Presentation Convent of St. Patrick, Emerald. Sister M. Michael ; number in 

community, 3, 
Sisters of St. Joseph, Clermont — Founded from Sydney 1900. Sister Mary 

Josephine ; number in community, 6. 
Sisters of St. Joseph, Alpha — Founded from Sydney, 1902. Sister Mary Gonzaga ; 

number in community, 4. 



SUPERIOR SCHOOLS. 

Our Lady of Good Counsel, Rockhampton — Conducted ' by Sisters of Mercy ; 

boarders, 45 ; day pupils, 60. 
St Mary's, Charters Towers — conducted by Sisters of the Good Samaritan ; 

boarders, 20 ; day pupils, 67. 
St. Patricl/s, Townsville — conducted by Sisters of Mercy ; boarders, 37 (7 of 

these are resident pupil teachers) ; day pupils, 63. total, 83. 
St John's Mount — Number of iboarders, 12. 
Our Lady of per. Succour, Barcaldine ; boarders, 4. 
Si Joseph's High School, Convent of the Sacred Heart, Longreach ; boarders, 13 ; 

day pupils, 12. 
Sisters of St. Joseph, Alpha; number of boarders, 6. 
Sisters of Mercy, Mackay ; number of boarders, 22. 
Presentation Convent, Emerald ; number of boarders, 6. 
St. Maiy's, Bowen ; number of boarders, 10. 



CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS. 

St. Brigid's Industrial School, Kent-street — Under the care of the Sisters of Mercy. 

There are 20 boarders in the establishment who are being trained in dress. 

making and other various kinds of needlework. 
St. Joseph's Industrial School, Longreach ; 7 papils. 
St. Joseph's Orphanage, Meteor Park, Neerkolj conducted by the Sisters of Mercy. 

Superior, Mother M. Rose Birmingham ; number of orphans, 240. 
St. Brigid's Training College, Rockhampton ; 14 pupils. 



SUMMARY OF DIOCESE OF ROCKHAMPTON. 

Districts, 19 ; secular priests, 26 ; religious priests, 3 ; total, 29 ; nuns, 152 ; 
boarding schools (girls), 10; superior day schools, 3 ; parochial schools, 23 ; 
orphanage, 1 ; industrial schools, 2 ; children in Catholic schools, 4,892 ; Catholic 
population, about 30,000. 
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CHAPTER IX. 




The Vicariate Apostolic of Cooktown. 

HE Vicariate of North Queensland was erected with 
a special view for the conversion of the 
Aboriginals. The mission of North Queensland, 
with Cooktown for its centre, was erected into a 
Pro-vicariate in the year 1876. Italian priestS; 
belonging to the Missionary Colleges at Rome, 
were first appointed to its charge. 
In 1882 these Fathers, their language and customs not 
being thoroughly understood, were transferred, and the charge 
of the Pro-vicariate was intrusted to the Irish Augustinian 
Fathers ; the Rev. John .Hutchinson, D.D., O.S.A., being 
appointed the first Superior. 

In 1885 the northern district was erected into a Vicariate 
Apostolic, and the' Right Rev. John Hutchinson was 
consecrated Titular Bishop of Maximianopolis, and Vicar 
Apostolic of Cooktown, by the Cardinal, Archbishop of Sydney, 
in St. Mary's Cathedral, Sydney, August 28th, 1887. 

Dr. Hutchinson was. a notive of the County of Kilkenny, 
in Ireland. He was at one time Master of Novices, at the 
central noviciate of his Augustinian brethren, near Dublin. 
He died on the 28th of October, 1897. 

His successor, the Most Rev. Dr. Murray, O.S.B., the 
present Vicar Apostolic of CJooktown, was consecrated on the 
3rd of July, 1898. 
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Under his wise and benifieent governanee the Vicariate 
has progressed hoth spiritually and materially by leaps and 
bounds, as will be seeti by reference to the subjoined tables. 

Cairns— i-;-. Monica's— Right Rev. I. D. Murray, D.D., O.S.A. ; Rev. E. 
Walsh, O.S.A., Rev. P. Crottey, O.S.A., Rev. J. T. Downey, O.S.A. 
Stations ; Mnreeba (Church), Kingsborough (Church), Thornborough (Church) 
Wolfram (Church), Nelson (Church), F;:eshwater, Hambledon, Kuranda. 

CooKTowN, S/. /lAr/y's— Rev. F. A. Dempsey, O.S.A., Pastor. Stations: May- 
town, Coen, Tin Mines, Ebagoolah. 

Croydon, 5a/o«/^'j— Rev. J. J. Sugrue, O.S.A., Pastor; Rev. J. A. Bolger, 
O.S.A. Stations : Normanton (Church), Georgetown, Golden Gate (Churph), 
Burketown. 

Gkraldton, St. Mary's— Rev. M. Clancy, O.S.A., Pastor. Stations : Cardwell, 
Jordan Creek, Russell River. 

Hkrberton, S/. PaMci's—Rev. P. B. Doyle, O.S.A., Pastor; Rev. J. N. 
O'Keefe, O.S.A. Stations : Watsonville (Church), Irvinebank (Church), 
Atherton (Church), Stannary Hills (Church), Newelton, Coolgarra. 

Port Douglas, Si. Mary's — Rev. A. D. Guinan, O.S.A., Pastor. Stations : 
Mossman (Church), Mount Molloy, Daintree. 

Chillagoe, St Nicholas — Rev. J. J. Phelan, O.S.A., Pastor; Rev. T. A. 
Murphy, O.S.A. Stations : Mungano (Church), O.K., Koorboora, Tate 
Tin Mines. * 



RELIGIOUS ORDERS. 

Sisters of Mercy, Cooktown — Founded from Dungarvan, Ireland, 1888 ; Mother 

Superior, M. M. Evangelist ; number in community, 13. 
Sisters of Mercy, Cairns — Founded Rosary Sunday, 1892 ; Superioress, Sister 

M. Gertrude ; number in community, 7. 
Sisters of the Good Samaritan, Geraldton — Founded from Sydney, November 1st, 

1903 ; Superioress, Sister M. Hilda ; number in community, 4. 



EDUCATION. 

Convent of Mercy, Cooktown. Number of teachers, 10 ; number of boarders, 

32 ; number of day pupils, 130. , 

Convent of Mercy, Cairns — Number of teachers, 6; number of day pupils, 250. 
Sisters of the Good Samaritan, Geraldton-, Day pupils, 110. 



SUMMARY OF THE COOKTOWN VICARIATE. 

Districts, 7 ; stations, 36 ; churches, 20 ; regular priests, 13 ; nuns, 21 ; 
boarding school, 1, Cooktown ; primary schools, 3 ; children attending these 
schools, 470 ; Catholic population of the Vicariate, 7,000 ; children attending 
Sunday schools, 1,300. 
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CHAPTER X. 




Legislative action regarding Grammar School scholarships 
and bursaries. 

HE "Government Gazette" of September 1st, 1900, 
contained an announcement of the Department of 
Public Instruction of the State of Queensland, 
with regard to the regulations governing State 
scholarships and bursaries. This promulgation 
was, in effect, that His Excellency the Governor, 
vpith the advice of the Legislative Council, ap- 
proved of certain resolutions in connection with 
the granting of State scholarships and bursaries, and, that, . 
subject to appropriation by Parliament of funds for the pur- 
pose, and to certain conditions, the Governor-in-Couneil would 
annually grant scholarships and bursaries ; the rewards to be 
based upon written competitive examinations. The number 
of scholarships were not to exceed 36 (this number has since 
been changed) — three-fourths being open to boys, and one- 
fdurth to girls; the scholarships to entitle the holder's to free 
education at a Grammar school established under the "Gram- 
mar School Act of 1860," oi- other Act of the Legislature, or at 
any other school approved by the Governor-in-Couneil, ten- 
able during good behaviour, and the pleasure of Parliament, 
for a period of three yeai"?. 




The Late 

HON. THOMAS J. BYRNES, 

Premier of Queensland, 



The Late 
HON. JOHN LEAHY, M.L.A.. 

Speaker of the Queensland 
Legislative Assembly. 
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The number of State bursaries were not to exceed eight 
(this mimber has since been changed), of which six were to 
be open to boys and two to girls. The bursaries to entitle 
the holders to free education at a Grammar school established 
under the "Grammar Schools Act of 1860," or other Act of 
the Legislature, or at any other school approved by the 
Governov-in-Council, together with an allowancu not to exceed 
£30 per annum ;, tenable during good behaviour, and the plea- 
sure of Parliament, for a period of three years. 

This announcement carries on its face no just reason for 
adverse comment or criticism. It would appear to be emin- 
entlv fa'.r and beneficial. 

It extends to mentally deserving students in the State, 

of both sexes, the opportunity of obtaining a higher education 

than is afforded by the free State educational system. But 

stop — sprier to this time the existing regulations provided : — 

(1) That scholars from State inspected schools, only, 

were privileged to compete for Grammar school 

scholarships in Queensland. 

(2) That successful competitors should take out the 
scholarships at a Grammar school. 

These restrictive conditions being intolerable to a large 
portion of the community, Mr. Frank McDonnell, then 
senior member for Fortitude Valley, in the Legislative As- 
sembly, voicing the desire of his constituents, and the entire 
Catholic community of Queensland as well, regarding the nar- 
rowness and illiberality qf these regulations, iiitrodueed and 
magnificently carried through a motion in the . Legislative 
Assembly which read as follows: — 

"That in the opinion of this House, it is desirable that 
the regulations dealing with the Grammar school 
scholarships should be framed so as to provide — 

(1) That such scholarships should be open to the com- 
petition of the youth of both sexes, irrespective of 
where educated in the Colony. 

(2) That if so desired by successful competitors, such 
scholarships shall be enjoyed af such schools or col- 
leges, other than Grammar schools, as may be ap- 
proved by the Department of Public Instruction." 
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On the 30th of November, 1899, after a protracted and 
exciting debate, the motion was carried. By virtue of same, 
every boy and girl, of the prescribed age, no matter where 
educated in the State, may compete for a scholarship and 
chopse any high school in the State he or she may prefer. 

The mover of the motion pointed out and laid stress upon 
the fact, that there were 34 Grammar school scholarships free 
to a certain number of boys, but that those who desired to 
obtain secondary education had to do so at a very great 
expense; that during the five years immediately preceding, 
and taking only the boys' grammar schools, he found the 
passes in the senior and junior University examinations to 
• be:— Brisbane 146; Ipswich 41; Maryborough 26; Rockhamp- 
ton 26; Toowoomba 27; and Townsville 38. This gives the 
everage yearly passes, for that period: — ^Brisbane 29.2; Ips- 
wich 8.2; Maryborough 5.2; Rockhampton 5.2; Toowoomba 
5.4; and Townsville 7.6. Aside from the Brisbane school, 
the average passes from the other five boy's grammar schools 
was about 6.3 ; that from 1860 up to 1899, £246,000 had been 
devoted to the promotion of secondary education, in addition 
to which £50,000 had been devoted to scholarships, so that 
£13,000 a year was spent in assisting secondary education. That 
this large assistance towards the development of secondary 
education, by the Government, is contributed to by all the 
taxpayers of Queensland, but of which a small percentage 
only of the taxpayers can take advantage; that there were 
other schools in Queensland providing secondary eduea'tion. 
That the total of all passes recorded in the manual for 1900 
for the six gramamr schools of Queensland is 71, while four 
other boys' schools — the Christian Brothers — ^had gained 28 
passes. To put it another way — ^the passes of these other 
schools amounted to 30 per cent, of the total passes in the 
Sydney University, in the year which had just passed. It was 
therefore strenuously contended that, in view of all the cir- 
cumstances, this large amount of money was not expended 
to the best advantage for all concerned. It was further sub- 
mitted that whilst primary education under the State was 
absolutely free, that secondary education was not a part of 
the State school system. 
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To an unbiased mind nothing could be fairer than the 
intention and terms of this motion. But no sooner was th? 
pubKc made aware of its passage, than a bitter storm of pro- 
test broke from a certain section. 

The newspaper press of the State took opposite views 
concerning the propriety of the Legislative action. Their col- 
umns were daily filled, with denominational articles. Denomina- 
tionalism became their shibboleth ; because forsooth the 
Christian Brothers' colleges, and schools conducted by the 
Sisters of Mercy, might periehance to some extent benefit 
under the new system, there was (according to the antagonis- 
tic press) naught of good and a plentitude of evil contained 
in the motion. They raged and stormed, and asserted that 
the people might logically expect the next move to be for a 
Catholic subsidy, forgetting, or disregarding, the obvious 
fact that these subsidies were not subsidies to schools at all. 
but were simply assistance extended to individual scholars of 
marked ability. The supporters of the motion rightly asserted 
that the true idea of a scholarship is to encourage all schol- 
ars, and to reward those whose proficiency reaches a given 
standard, and that if it is to have the first of these effects, 
it must be open to all comers. 

As an example of the lengths to which bigoted zeal may 
be carried, a deputation, representing the "Council of Chur- 
ches" waited upon the Minister of Education, after the pas- 
sage of the Act, and presented resolutions passed by the Pres- 
byterian, Congregational, Baptist, and other bodies represen- 
ted on the "Council of Churches," protesting against any 
proposal to grant State aid to denominational education, and 
demanded that the Government should not proceed until the 
electors had been given an opportunity of expressing their 
opinion at the polls. 

These misguided individuals contended that making 
scholarships available for secondary schools, approved "by 
the Government, amounted to giving State assistance to Eoman 
Catholic schools. The deputation went on to say that the 
"Council of Churches" felt that, in extending scholarships, 
as proposed, the Government was conferring a boon on Cath- 
olic schools under a specious guise ; that it was a blow to the 
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integrity of the State school system, and would lead to fur- 
ther encroachments upon State primary schools. The deputa- 
tion closed its protest by the threat, that unless the Govern- 
ment met their wishes, the "Council of Churches" would be 
compelled to stir up their congregations, and to use all poli- 
tical means in their power to compel the Government to stay 
its hand. 

Of a verity calm and astounding assurance, in this in- 
stance, reaches its most signal expression. In the end, neither; 
protests or threats availed, and the motion became law. A 
decade has elapsed since that time, during which period the 
almost imn^easurable advantages arising out of this regulation 
have been gratefully recognized by the whole people of the 
State. The Christian Brothers' colleges, throughout Queens- 
land, have splendidly demonstrated the wisdom of the regu- 
lation, by preparing many students for the Southern Uni- 
versities. The first Queensland Rhodes' scholar was gradu- 
ated from the Christian Brothers' college at Nudgee. 

The same may be said of the schools of the Sisters of 
Mercy and the convent of the Good Samaritan, in the North 
of Queensland. From every viewpoint the State has benefited 
by thus affording opportunities to talented boys and girlsj 
as has the Catholic community by this act of simple justice. 




ALL HALLOWS CONVENT, BRISBANE. 




ALL HALLOWS' SCHOOL, BRISBANE. 



CATHOLICISM IN QUEENSLAND. 131 



CHAPTER XI. 




The Order of Mercy. 

HE foundation of the now universally renowned 
Order of Mercy, raarked an epoch in the reli- 
gious life of the nineteenth century. 

To but a chosen few does Almighty God 
intrust the creation and fulfilment of a noble and 
enduring work, and it would be difficult to adduce 
a clearer manifestation of this fact than is shown 
in the establishment and primal development 
of this Order. Prom its earliest beginnings, there is plainly 
to be seen His guiding hand, irresistibly influencing finite en- 
deavours towards an unforeseen end. 

The saintly woman, whose brain and loving heart con- 
ceived the beajitiful ideal of the Order, had no conception 
of the stupendous and far-reaching results, which have ac- 
crued since first, on the 24th of September, 1827, the Feast 
of Our Lady of Mercy, the now historic "House of Mercy," 
as she called it, was opened in Baggott Street, Dublin. 

Catherine McAuley was born on the 29th day of September, 
at Stormantown House, County Dublin. Her home life may 
be briefly dismissed with the remark that it was, for various 
reasons, not particularly happy. At an early age she was 
adopted by Mr. and Mrs. O'Callaghan, of Coolach House, 
who, although extremely intolerant in their opposition to the 
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child's religion, amply provided her with alms, and allowed 
her complete liberty as to their disposal. Later in life, how- 
ever, their adopted child had the extreme satisfaction of see- 
ing them die peacefully in the fold of the Church she loved. 
With their death, she became possessed of the whole of their 
very large fortune. 

This legacy enabled Miss McAuley to put into execution 
her long cherished charitable design. "She resolved to devote 
her money and her life to three objects — to providing a solid 
and useful education for children and young girls; to pro- 
tecting and giving^ a temporary home to servants and other 
women of good character, when out of situations; and to 
affording temporal and spiritual help to the sick and dying." 

For four years after the "House of Mercy" was opened, 
Miss McAuley with a few assistants, "an unchristened and 
unofficial sisterhood," ministered to the spiritual and phy- 
sical needs of the sick and destitute, and educated the children. 

"The necessity for some form of definite organization 
soon became apparent; yet no thought of estg,blishing a new 
religious Order of the Catholic Church entered into Miss 
McAuley 's thoughts. The ultimate decision seems to have 
been forced on her step by step, for never at any time was she 
other than passive. The apparently fortuitous happening of 
the architect designing the "House of Mercy" without any 
but the vaguest instructions from the owner, and giving the 
place a conventual character, seemed to be the unseen hand of 
God pointing the way for her. So little thought had she of 
a Convent that the plans, "surprised and amused her," who 
in her humility had never thought of "building a Convent, 
much less of organizing a Community." However, given the 
material form the spirit of the Convent entered unconsciously 
into the Refuge of Baggott Street, and eventually the estab- 
lishment of some Order became imperative, and, in 1831, the 
Order of Mercy was canonically approved." 

"Previous to this, 1828, His Grace the Archbishop of 
Dublin, gave the workers in the "House of Mercy" sanction 
to visit the sick. Up to this > time . . , no religious body 
in Dublin, had been allowed to visit the public hospitals. 
Although she did not yet belong to a religious body, officially' 
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recognised as such, Miss McAuley determined to visit St, 
Patrick Dunn's Hospital, as a friend of the head physician. 
She asked might she and others, by her desire, visit the 
Catholics in the wards from time to time. The permission 
was courteously given; she would be welcome as would her 
assistants. The governors of Mercer's Hospital also removed 
the barriers. These visits kindled in her an intense desire 
to erect a hospital, and later that desire was realized in the 
building of that magnificent hospital — the famous Dublin 
Mater Miseracordiae, which was to prove the forerunner of 
many such in all parts of the world." Miss McAuley and 
her assistants were also deeply impressed and influenced by 
the terrible scenes disclosed during their constant visits to 
the sick and dying poor in the lanes and garrets of Dublin, 
where they saw hundreds die from want of proper care and 
medical attention. 

"The Order of Mercy was founded on the ]2th of Decem- 
ber, 1831. On the morning of that day Miss Catherine 
McAuley, after a rigorous novitiate in the Community of the 
Presentation Nuns, was professed, and als Sister Mary Cather- 
ine, was canonically appointed Superioress of the Order she 
had founded — ^the gracious Order of Mercy^-by the Arch- 
bishop of Dublin; at the same time two other ladies were 
professed. That was all — three women." 

In contemplating the miraculous fruits of these three 
women's labours, one can only apply that striking figure 
used by the foundress in apeaking of another subject: — 

"See how quietly the great God performs all His works 
— darkness is spread over us at night, and light returns in 
the morning, but there is no noise of closing shutters or 
drawing curtains." 

It was said of her: "Her sanctity was perfectly natural — 
she disliked high-standing asperations in prayer, and what 
ever savoured of being overwrought. ' 

Her method of treating the sick was : — ' ' Great tenderness 
must be employed . . to relieve the corporal distress first,' 
and endeavour to promote the cleanliness, ease and comfort 
of the patient, since we are ever most disposed to receive 
admonition or instruction from those who show compassion 
for us." 
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She attracted to her side the finest types of womanhood. 

The Archbishop of Dublin called her "the greatest enemy 
of the fashionable world . the parks and ball rooms of 
Dublin," he said, "had been robbed of their fairest orna- 
ments. ' ' 

But a short time elap.sed before the work of the Sisters 
bQcame recognised. 

The first foundation outside of Dublin was made at 
Kingstown. In 1836 foundations were made at TuUamore 
and Charleville. In the succeeding year the house in Carlow 
was founded. 

After repeated requests by the Bishop of York, Sisters 
were sent to his diocese ; Booterstown, and Limerick followed 
in 1838. So great had been the progress in seven years, that 
when the Bishop asked for nuns the Carlow establishment 
was able to supply Sisters required for Wexford. 

"Some time previously. Dr. Griffiths, Vicar Apostolic of 
the London District, had sent two English ladies to make 
their novitiate under Mother McAuley's care, with a view to 
their returning with some Irish Sisters, to establish a Con- 
vent of Mercy in England. 

Their probationary term being ended and vows taken, 
these ladies accompanied oy three Irish Sisters and Mother 
McAuley, returned to London. The 21st day of November, 
1839, saw the establishment of the Order of Mercy in Eng- 
land. Among the postutales of high birth, who entered the 
Convent almost immediately, was the daughter of the Earl 
of Newburgh, Lady Barbara Eyre. This was the Rev. Mother's 
first missionary effort." 

After her visit to England, the Rev. Mother returned, 
a sick woman, to her native Ireland, and on the eleventh day 
of November, 1841, ten years after her grand work was com- 
menced, her noble life came to an end. To the Sisters who 
asked for a last farewell, she said: — 

"My Legacy to the Order is Charity." 

The Right Rev. James O'Quinn was appointed, in 1859, 
to the newly erected See of Brisbane. Before leaving Ireland 
he arranged for six sisters of the Order of Mercy to accom- 
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pany him. These were supplied from the Mother House of the 
Order, in Baggott Street. Mother Mary Vincent Whitty was 
Superioress of the little band, and of the six Mother Mary 
Bridget Conlan, Superioress of St. Vincent 's Orphanage, Nud- 
gee, is the sole surviving member. ^ 

The Missionaries sailed from Liverpool in the "Donald 
Mackay" on 8th December, 1860, and after a passage occupy- 
ing a wearisome 153 days, landed in Brisbane on 10th May, 
1861 — just 30 years after the establishment of the Baggott 
Street Convent. A small cottage on the site of the present 
Cathedral provided the new Order's first home. Within 
twelve months of their arrival two schools were commenced — 
St. Stephen's and St. Patrick's (Wickham Street). Twc» years 
were spent in the cottage (their first convent), but in 1863, 
a property was purchased from Dr. FuUerton. As All Hal- 
lows' Convent this was taken posession of on 1st November, 
and a boarding and day school was opened. A House of Mercy 
for training girls to domestic service was also attached to it. 

In May, 1863, exactly twq years after their landing in 
Queensland, the Sisters opened the first branch at Ipswich. 

In 1866 the Catholic orphans were transferred from the 
Diamantina Orphanage to the care of the Sisters. They were 
first housed in a large stone building in James Street, Fqrti- 
tude Valley, but on 2nd February, 1869, were transferred to 
St. Vincent's, Nudgee. St. Anne's Industrial School was 
opened, in rented premises, in Ann Street, in 1868. The work 
was carried on there till 1874, when the present school ad- 
oining the convent was made available. 

So great had been the demand on the Sisterhood that an 
addition to their numbers became a pressing necessity. Ac-' 
cordingly in 1869, Mother Mary Vincent Whitty went to Ire- 
land for Sisters — some she sent out in 1872, and returned to 
Queensland herself in 1873 with a large number. The latter year 
marks the greatest progress ever made by the Order in any 
single year in Australia. Before this there were not sufficient 
Sisters to meet the demand created by the now universal ap- 
preciation of their gracious charity anl educational methods; 
but when their numbers were added to so generously by the 
Mother House in Ireland, these demands were quickly satis- 
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fied. In that and the following two years Convents and 
Schools were opened in Rockhampton, Toowoomba, "Warwick, 
Stanthorpe, Dalby, and TownsvilJc. 

Despite these large increases in the Sisterhood, seven 
years later (1879) more Sisters were needed to cope with the 
Order's activities, and Mother Mary Bridget Conlan went to 
that never failing fount, Ireland, and brought out another 
contingent. In that year Convents and Schools were estab- 
lished in Gympie and Helidon. 

In 1878 a Convent and School were opened in Roma. 

In 1880, the Sisters took charge of the Convent and Or- 
phanage in Mackay. Later on the Orphanage was transferred 
to Meteor Park, Rockhampton. 

■ In 1880 a Convent and School were opened in Mary- 
borough. 

A School was opened at Red Hill in 1881, and the Sisters 
also took charge of the Schools in South Brisbane and Kan- 
garoo Point. 

The Magdalen Asylum, Wooloowin, was established in 
1889, and a parochial Day School opened at the same time. 

Convents and Schools were opened in Sandgate (1893), 
Bundaberg (1897), Southport and Beaudesert (1901), Too- 
wong and Red Hill (1902). 

In 1900, the Sisters of the Gympie branch took charge of 
a School in Monkland, a Mort Estate (Toowoomba) School 
became the charge of the Toowoomba Sisters, and in 1907, the 
All Hallows' Nuns commenced a School at Rosalie. Up to the 
time of the establishment of the Red Hill Convent in 1902, 
the last-named also attended the School there. 

In the Archdiocese of Brisbane there are, at present, more 
than 6,130 children attending the schools taught by the Sis- 
ters. Sunday Schools are also conducted in aU places where 
Convents are established, and from Brisbane the Sisters attend 
Catechism classes on Sunday in Bulimba, Breakfast Creek, 
Goodna, Wynnum, Enoggera, Pinkenba, Coorparoo and Stone 's 
Comer, in addition to the classes held in the ordinary day 
schools. 
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The first step for the erection of the Dublin Mater Miseri- 
cordiae, in the planning and arranging of which Dr. O'Quinn, 
BrisbaAe's first Bishop, was largely concerned, were made in 
1855, and it was finished in 1861. The Order of Mercy, re- 
stricting their own resources to that end, contributed £10,000, 
with which they purchased the ground. A report issued in 
1869 states that at that date £36,000 had: been spent on the 
undertaking, of which the Sisters had contributed £10,000, 
and £26,000 had .been received from public subscriptions. 
These sums were expended on the erection of the hospital. 
In the first eight years £13.000 was spent on the maintenance, 
etc., of the patients. 

In Dr. Bristowe's "Report to Government on the Hos- 
pitals of the United Kingdom," it was said "The Hospital 
promises, in our opinion, to be when complete" — it was de- 
signed to hold 500 beds— "one of the finest hospitals in 
Europe. ' ' 

Lord O'Hagan, speaking of it, said — 

"This hospital is open to all subjects of the Queen, and 
to all creatures of Almighty God. It is open in the sense 
that the only qualification required by any man who comes 
to seek assistance here is that he should be suffering. No 
unhappy creature that has disease upon him, or who has been 
disabled by an accident, is obliged to beg at a great man's 
steps for an order of admission. In this place the door is 
open, and any man who comes and presents himself, if he is 
found capable of receiving iassistanee, that assistance is freely 
given him. The hospital is open to all the world; it is open 
to people of all religions. Here the rights of conscience are 
respected; and when men come within those walls they find 
a care and devotion — an unselfish, self-sacrificing devotion — 
which are not to be found in many institutions in the world." 

The fact that Mother Mary Vincent Whitty, the foundress 
of the Order in Queensland, was Superioress in Baggott Street 
when the Dublin Mater Misericordiae was built, is sufficient 
to account, apart from the objects of the Order of Mercy, for 
the ambition to emulate Dublin's example in Brisbane. ' 
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Here it may be interesf.ing to note that Sister Mary Eliza- 
beth Hercy, who came to Brisbane in 1865, was one of those, 
noble women who nursed the soldiers in the Crimean war. 
The late Queen Victoria, on the occasion of her Diamond 
Jubilee, in 1897, sent the Sister, through her brother. Colonel 
Hercy, the Royal Red Gross in recognition of her services. 
This is- a treasured memento of the Sisters in Brisbane. 

As early 'as 1893, with characteristic forethought, the site 
for the Mater Miserieordiae as we will see it was purchased, 
but want of funds prevented the Order from doing anything 
in the way of building on it. In August, 1904, a generous 
benefactor offered £500 towards starting a hospital. The Sis- 
ters rented and furnished "Aubigny," North Quay. On the 
4th of January of the following year the hospital was opened 
and the first patient admitted. 

This, in the light of t^^e greater ambition, and from the 
narrow liipits to which their work was necessarily confined, 
could only be regarded as a temporary makeshift. In 1907 
the Sisters boldly determined to attack the larger problem, 
and published an earnest appeal to the people of Queensland 
for funds. The Sigters themselves donated 'to the object the 
10 acres already mentioned (a donation of the value of £7,000), 
which they purchased out of their own private means. The 
appeal was so generously responded to that they contracted 
for buildings which will cost £30,000. 

The Superioress, Sister Mary Patrick Potter, in that ap- 
peal, said — 

"Tho building and fitting out of an hospital mean a big 
work, implying much laboijr and skill and money. It is in aid 
of such work that this appeal is made. The present aim — leaving 
room for future developments — is a hospital of 70 beds. (The 
Eev. Mother states thut this number is incorrect, it should be 
100 beds.) Of these, some would be for private or pay patients, 
some for patients who cann9t afford the full fee, and some for 
such as can pay no fee at all, without exception of creed or 
class. The plans of the building will have the advantage of 
being formed from the designs of the more modern Australian 
hospitals, and will, of course, be submitted to the kind sugges- 
tions and advice of our city doctors, to whom the Sisters are 
most grateful for their interest and sympathy. Besides its 
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keipfulness to the residents of Brisbane and suburbs, the 
hospital will be a boon to invalids in the country who, not 
having at hand skilled medical aid and trained nursing, will 
find both these vital conditions on having recourse to the hos- 
pital." 

On 24th May, 1908, Ills Eminence, Cardinal Moran, laid 
the foundation stone of the private section of the Hospital, 
which to-day is nearing completion. In an eloquent speech 
the eminent prelate said — 

that the Church perpetuated the Mission of Charity and played 
the part of the Good Samaritan in lifting up the burdens of 
humanity, and in imparting those blessings and consolations, ' 
which the Saviour's Mission only could impart. He con- 
gratulated His Grace the Archbishop and the devoted Sisters 
of Mercy on a grand work, which was the very efflorescence of 
enlightenment and piety. They were that day entering upon 
the accomplishment of a great work. They could not have 
chosen a finer site for the new Hospital, which would be a 
beacon of true charity for ages to come, sending its rays and 
light far and wide over their fair city and beautiful suburbs; 
and still more, perpetuating amongst their citizens of every 
class and denomination all the blessings of the tender mercies 
which the devoted Sisters could impart. But, while congratu- 
lating the Archbishop on achievement of this crowning grace 
of his episcopate, he snould congratulate also the Sisters of 
Mercy on the singular loresight and energy with which they 
had undertaken to carry on the work The Sistere had offered > 
the gift of a site, the value of which represented something like 
£7,000; that indeed, was a generous gift. They offered it as a 
commencement of their services in Brisbane in ministering to 
the poor. He again congratulated the City on the inception of 
this great work. It would not only be a monument to char- 
ity of the public, but also a monument of which the Capital of 
the State might be proud of for ages to come. In future times 
the citizens of Brisbane would look back with pride to the 
day on which was laid the Foundation Stone of a Hospital which 
was destined to become a monument of their charity, and one 
of the greatest ornaments to their beautiful city. 

The foundation stone of the public wards was laid by His 
Grace, Dr. Dunne, Archbishop of Brisbane, on 24th September, 
1909. 

,The new Hospital grounds will cover the whole 
ten acres of the site on College Hill, South Brisbane. The 
private and public wards will be kept distinct one from the 
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other, and the whole place will be depigned on the latest ideas 
in hospital construction and management. The work has been 
entrusted to Mr. Dods, of Messrs. Hall and Dods, Architects, 
Brisbane. 

The perfect realisation of the Order of Mercy's Hospital 
would, of course, be an absolutely free Institution ; but, that , 
is impossible even to them. The maintenance charges of the 
most economically managed hospitals are a heavy burden. 
There will be a carefully graduated scale of fees for paying 
patients, so that all, from the unfortunate poor to the very 
rich may be benefited, and it is hoped that the private portion 
will contribute largely to the upkeep of the Hospital as a 
whole. For the rest, as in the Dublin Mater Misericordiae, all, 
rich and poor alike, creed and creedless, will receive that devo- 
ted nursing for which the Sisters of Mercy are world-famous. 

To this Hospital of Our Lady of Mercy, there will come 
men and women who will be forced by utter want to accept 
of its charity; and charity, however gracious, is hard to bear 
— much harder to bear than to bestow. The burden of pov- 
erty, when health is there, is heavy, but tolerable; but when 
sickness and poverty are twin-scourges, the load becomes 
humanly unendurable. The poor will enter the Hospital as 
a Eight; the magic pass-word, which will open its doors will 
be the cry "I sufEer," and to nurse them back to health will 
be the blessed part of that Order which has devoted its exist- 
ence to Christ's service in His "sick, poor, and ignorant." 

ALL HALLOWS CONVENT SCHOOL. 

This school is under the immediate patronage of His Grace 
the Archbishop of Brisbane, and is conducted by the Sisters 
of Mercy. It is built on one of the most elevated and healthy 
sites in Brisbane, right in the track of the sea breeze before 
it reaches the city, and enjoys to the fullest extent the cool air 
from the river. 

The grounds are extensive, covering about eight acres, 
and are carefully laid out with ample provision for the child's 
recreation. The school rooms and dormitories are large and 
well ventilated, with every appliance for the health and com- 
fort of pupils. 
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The general course of studies comprises ail the branches 
which are required to pass the Junior and Senior Examina- 
tions in the Sydney University, and the Matriculation Examin- 
ations in the Sydney and Melbourne Universities, viz. — Eng- 
lish, Geography, History, Mathematics, Arithmetic, Mensura- 
tion, Algebra and Geometry; Languages — Latin, French and 
German; Drawing — freehand, model, geometrical, perspec- 
tive, and crayon; painting — water colours and oils; sketch- 
ing from nature. It also includes the studies in practical and 
theoretical music required to obtain passes, honours, and 
degrees, as awarded by Trinity College, London. The senior 
•pupils have French conversational classes under the super- 
vision of a French teacher. Needlework — plain and orna- 
mental; Lace-Making — Limerick and point; and calesthenics 
are part of the general course. The boarders get practical 
lessons in cooking, and the religious and moral training of the 
children is carefully attended to. 

The St. Vincent's Orphanage, Nudgee, is built on free- 
hold property, 3,000 acres in extent — :the gift of the late Arch- 
bishop O'Quinn, vested by him in trustees for the Orphanage. 
It is situated on the shores of Moreton Bay, on a bluff or 
ridge overlooking the sea, and about half a mile from the 
latter. It is nine miles by train from Brisbane. 

On the 18th December, 1866, the Catholic orphans were 
transferred from the Diamantina or State Orphanage to the 
care of the Sisters of Mercy. At first they were housed in 
cottages in James Street, Fortitude Valley, Brisbane ; Cairn- 
cross, a stone building was shortly afterwards added, but on 
the 2nd February, 1869, they were moved to St. Vincent's, 
Nudgee. 

It was due to the strenuous efforts of the present Arch- 
bishop, then "Father" Dunne, that better accommodation was 
ready for them at Nudgee. 

The total expenses of the buildings afterwards reached 
£22,000, of which sum £1,700 have been expended on the Or- 
phanage chapel, and further extensions were made in later 
years, until the results were attained as partially shown by 
the views herein reproduced. 
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The establishment is under the management of the Sisters 
of Mercy; twenty-one of the Community being constantly 
engaged in superintending, teaching and otherwise caring 
for their charges. The Government contributes a daily capita- 
tion allowance for such inmates as it sends to the Institution. 
These are under Government inspection, and the orphans when 
sent to service at the respective ages of twelve and thirteen 
years, for boys "and girls are fully protected by a system of 
regular visitation by an officer of the Department. State 
children in St. Vincent's are required to leave school at twelve 
years of age ; the boys are sent to situations at once ii fit. A 
year in the Cottage training classes is prescribed for the girls, 
so that when they are sent, at thirteen, to their situations 
they have a fair knowledge of household work. 

Well may a President of the United States declare, 
as was done at a public meeting last year, that if a little help 
were given to the nuns and priests of the Catholic faith they 
would bring forth wonderful results. 

The inappropriateness of the designation "Orphans" so 
generally and so indiscriminately applied to these State child- 
ren may be seen in the facts recorded in the returns, which 
show that the death of one parent is the most frequent cause 
of application for admission. At the present date, 1910, 
the population of St. Vincent's numbers 540, 320 of this number 
being on the Orphanage books, and it is a significant fact that 
the bread making for all is done in St. Vincent's bakery. 

A glance at the general features of the institution cannot 
fail to be of interest, in view of the fact that about 3065 boys 
and girls have passed through the Orphanage division 
alone; the offsprings of poverty or affliction, are here 
trained to be .self-sustaining when they enter the world, and 
so to become good citizens in various walks of life, good 
fathers, wives, and mothers. 

The Orphanage is perfectly appointed; being beyond 
cavil. A more salubrious location would be difficult of obtain- 
ment. Built upon high rolling ground ; swept by invigorating 
ocean breezes and surrounded by foliated trees, it 
presents to the eye a finished picture of Nature's 
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handiwork. In the distance glistens the sun lit waters of the 
Bay, and over all dwells the peace only to be found, in a com- 
munity governed by moral suasion. Both according to the 
Orphanage and Education Acts, corporal punishment may be 
given only by one authorized. At St. Vincent's the aim is to 
correct without inflicting disgrace or punishments, but the 
real source of success in correcting is the altogether singular 
regularity by which the children receive the Sacraments, the 
monthly confession day at Nudgee being secured to the child- 
ren by Archbishop Dunne, who sends seven or eight priests for 
the purpose to Nudgee on a given day. 

Next to this regular participation of the Sacraments comes 
as a spur to well-doing the Annual Prize Day, of the 10th of 
May. On the occasion of this year's presentation of prizes, 
the Venerable Archbishop distributed 274 with his own hands. 

Eeligious knowledge and reliability in fulfilling little 
charges are the points for the greater number; each receiving 
what he or she may wish for; this is easily ascertained and 
noted beforehand. In addition to these ordinary prizes a 
silver medal is given in one of the departments for improve- 
ment in conduct, and in the training school for teachers a 
gold medal is given to the one standing first in the Teachers' 
Training School department — ^these medals are suitably en- 
graven for satisfactory class teaching throughout the year. 
Highest percentage results at various public examinations 
and other special points have awards to these elder girls. 

All labours of necessity about the Orphanage performed 
by the children is paid for, and a small weekly sum is allowed 
them for spending money; the balance earned is deposited 
to their credit in the Government Savings Bank, for their use 
when they leave the institution. 

The buildings are solidly constructed, and are large, light 
and airy. The ventilation in the dormitories is so perfect 
that when they are filled with sleeping children, the air, 
at any portion of the night, is as pure and sweet as that to be 
inhaled on the verandas. Spotless cleanliness everywhere 
prevails. The kitchens, bake house, laundry, and dairy, leave 
nothing to be desired. Many cows, poultry yards, and vege- 
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table gardens have their places on the grounds, so that there 
is always an ample abundance of fresh milk, butter, eggs, and 
vegetables. The water supply is furnished by an artesian 
bore from which the water is pumped by machinery into a 
steel tank, elevated to the height of 34 feet, having a capac- 
ity of 9,000 gallons; this requires to be filled three times a: 
week. Many bath rooms and conveniences are situated 
throughout the buildings. The children take their meals, 
being divided according to age, in four separate refractories. 
The pantrys are replete with cutlery and other table ware. 
The nursery, which stands some distance from the main 
group of buildings, is at present the home of seventy-eight 
infants varying in age up to two years. The pupil teachers 
are not drawn from the Orphanage ; they come to the trainiflg 
for teachers either explicitly as candidates in that direction or 
that it may be determined what they are naturally best suited 
for. Those possessing requisite dispositions and abilities for 
the teachers are trained accordingly and become eligible for 
examination and certification as teachers under the Education 
department. 

In 1875 when all Government aid was withdrawn from the 
Catholic schools. Dr. O'Quinn petitioned for the withdrawal 
to be deferred for five years. This ' ' concession ' ' was granted, 
and at the same time he secured that the Catholic schools 
should be continued in the advantages of Government inspec- 
tion, and that their candidates for pupil teachers should be 
permitted to present themselves as examinees at the Educa- 
tional Department examination, and when qualified should 
be eligible for employment in the Government schools. These 
' ' concessions ' ' were agreed to and continue to the present day. 

St. Vincent's Training School annually sends up thir- 
teen or fourteen examinees to the Department examinations, 
enjoying the full advantages secured by Dr. O'Quinn. St. 
Vincent's has become recognised as a training school for teach- 
ers. The residents in the training school also fit for the Trinity 
College of Music examinations. Girls who do not go in for the 
teaching work or music, are taught typewriting, book-keeping, 
stenography, and dressmaking; there is a special school for 
dressmaking and needlewomen. All the apparel worn is made 
on the premises. 
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There are eleven pianos and three harmoniums on the 
premises. The grounds are set out with palms, flowers and 
ferns — and a bush house is eared for by the larger girl in- 
mates. The boys are allowed pets, such as pigeons and birds, 
in which they take much pleasure. The Orphanage was al- 
most wrecked by a terrible cyclone on the 7th of December, 
1905, but by the Grace of God no one was injured. Similar 
great damage was experienced in 1871, and in 1902. The 
result of the cyclone was an appeal in Brisbane newspapers 
which brought in the helpful sum of £1136. Month after 
month the Brisbane press with magnificent generosity helped 
the work by their regular publication of the contributions, 
and Nudgee children, at service, were thereby stimulated to 
a surprising generosity. One little fellow wrote: "Jim, sav- 
ing up my pocket money and when it is five shillings I'll send 
it." An older boy wrote: "I'm sending five shillings and I'll 
keep on whenever I can until it is a pound." 

The children at service are written to from the Orphan- 
age at Christmas, Easter, and Michaelmas. 

All the different groups have much consideration be- 
stowed on their amusements, but it would need a visit 
to Nudgee to attain an idea of what is provided for them on 
these lines. 

Inspector Scott in one of his annual reports said: "At St. 
Vincent's Orphanage the management and general arrange- 
ments in regard to the children are as nearly perfect as it is 
possible to make them." And Inspector Horrocks, when deal- 
ing with the respective merits of two different systems in con- 
nection with institutions of this class, wrote in his report for 
1894 as follows: "The two licensed Koman Catholic orphan- 
ages are worked under the 6th section, subsections 1, 2, and 3, 
of the Orphanages Act of 1879, and are licensed by the 
Governor-in-Couneil. The children in these orphanages have 
great advantages. They are being brought up in their own 
religious belief ; they have the gentle and good influence of 
the Sisters of Mercy, guarding and shielding them from evil ; 
and the girls especially have a splendid example of self-denial 
and unwearying effort for good always before them. On the 
sti*ength of the 6th section, large sums have been sunk in buy- 
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ing land and rocting expensive buildings ; and as the manage- 
ment and training are all that can be desired, it would be 
nothing short of a breach of faith to meddle with such satis- 
factory work. Any religious body could have taken advan- 
tage of this clause, but none of them did so. As regards 
expense, it is the cheapest to the colony of all methods, for the 
lands, buildings, repairs, staff, &c., are all found by the govern- , 
ing body ; the department simply subsidises at the rate of lOd. 
per diem for each child. The training of females is reeeivipg 
special attention in both orphanages, training classes are in 
full swing, and special kitchens have been built for imparting 
the art of cooking. All expenditure is audited by the Audit 
Department, and it has been ascertained that more money is 
actually spent on the children than is contributed by the 
State." 

The play grounds for the boys and girls are hidden from 
each other — and the sight qf the children 's happy faces when 
at play is an object lesson showing their entertainment in 
their environment. 

The Magdalen Asylum, under the management of the 
Sisters of Mercy is a commodious building on the grounds 
adjoining Holy' Cross Church, Lutwyche, about three miles 
from Brisbane, and is tinder the charge of the Sisters of Mercy 
as a Magdalen Asylum. The cost of the building was £9,000, 
exclusive of the site, which was a gift of the Sisters. 

Of that sum nearly £1,500 was subscribed as a fund to 
start such an institution as a memorial to the late Dr. James 
O'Quinn, first Bishop of Brisbane. 

St. Anne's Industrial School, Ann Street, Brisbane, is 
under the care of the Sisters of Mercy. 

There are many apprentices in the establishment, who are 
being trained to dressmaking and various other kinds of 
needlework. First class prizes and medals have been awarded 
at the Exhibitions held in Brisbane, and in Sydney, to work 
done in the Institution. 

In the leading business houses in Toowoomba, Warwick, 
Charleville, Roma, and Townsville, the dressmaking depart- 
ment is under the management of young ladies from St. Anne's. 
The institution is carried on in an imposing four storey build- 
ing, which has been erected at a cost of £6,500, exclusive of 
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the purchase money of the site. The Sisters are in a position , 
to accommodate a large number of pupils and to extend the 
branches of the industry. 

The House of Mercy is located in the neighbourhood 
of All Hallows' Convent. It is the head house of the Sisters 
of Mercy, and is the institution for receiving and training 
for domestic service young girls of irreproachable character. 
Some hundreds of young persons have already passed through 
this "House," and are earning for themselves a good and 
honest living. The Sister in charge is in frequent communi- 
cation with these girls, and the results of the work done by 
the institution are universally accepted as very satisfactory. 

There are ten middle class schools in the principal cen- 
tres of population, where girls can get an education fitting 
them to move in any society in Australia. The charges in 
these schools are very moderate, varying for board and resi- 
dence, from 12 down to 8 shillings per week; for ordinary 
English instruction, nothing is charged; and for extras, very 
reasonable fees. In most of these schools children of an age 
to learn are obliged to give some of their time in informing 
themselves of the rudiments of the duties of housekeeping, 
etc. The quality of the schools is very similar. Differences 
of climate generally decide the parent's choice. 
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CHAPTER XII. 




The Order of the Christian Brotherhood. 

HE Order of the Irish Christikn Brotherhood was 
founded by Edmond Ignatius Rice, a merchant 
of "Waterford, in Ireland. 

This truly noble man was so influenced by 
the urgent need for good schools, for the child- 
ren of poor Irish people, to whom the means of 
obtaining an education was almost impossible 
of obtainment, that he was impelled to sell his 
business and devote his life and money to this generous end. 
True there were, even at that period, State schools to which 
the Irish could go, but it would be at the sacrifice of their faith. 
He purchased a plot of ground and erected a house upon it, 
in which he, with two other self-sacrificing men, began the 
good work. 

On June 1st, the foundation stone of the first Christian 
Brothers' monastery was laid in Wexford, the ceremony being 
performed by the Most Rev. Dr. Hussey. 

The spot upon which the Monastery was proposed to be 
erected was so akin in feature to the "Holy Hill" in Jeru- 
salem, that the Rev. Dr. named it "Mount Sion," and by that 
hallowed name it is known to-day. 
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This modest building has since grown into colossal pro- 
portions, a monument to its founder and to the Irish Christian 
Brotherhood. Their motto is "In hoe signo vineus," and how 
well they have been true to it is everywhere ungrudgingly 
acknowledged. 

In 1842, at the solicitation of Australia's first Bishop, 
Archbishop Folding, the Brothers came to Australia, at which 
time three schools were founded. Circumstances compelled 
their return to Ireland. After the lapse of 30 years, the 
late Archbishop of Melbourne, Dr. Gould, induced the Holy 
See to request the Brothers to return. 

In obedience to the Pope's wishes they came back, and 
established the Order in Melbourne; the first Superior being 
Rev. Brother Treacy. 

By degrees other houses were opened, the first, outside 
of Victoria, was in Brisbane, in 1875. They came to Queens- 
land by invitation from the Most Eeverend Dr. O 'Quinn. 

On their arrival they opened a school in the old Church of 
St. Stephens. The same year the College and Monastery was 
begun on Gregory Terrace, Brisbane. 

The foundation stone was laid by the Right Rev. D. 
Murphy, Bishop of Hobart, in the presence of Dr. 'Quinn, 
and Dr. 0' Mahoney, Bishop of Armidale. So successful and 
prosperous was the progress of the institution, that' in 1879 
it became necessary to enlarge the premises. In 1881 a 
boarding school Avas begun on the Terrace, and in 1887 fur- 
ther additions and improvements were carried out, which 
resulted in bringing the establishment to its present splendid 
state of completion. In 1892, as soon as the college was 
ready for occupancy, the boarders at Gregory Terrace wiare 
transferred to St. Joseph's College, Nudgee. 

Since that time the work of the Brothers has steadily 
progressed in a most satisfactory manner. 

The first public examination results, in the Sydney Uni- 
versity, were gained as far back as November, 1880. Two boys 
from this school passed with credit, one in the senior and one 
in the junior class. In 1882 the number of successful students 
increased to six — one of whom gained a silver medal. From 
that time the Brothers have continued to prepare students 
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for the various examinations, and, in 1909, the total of suc- 
cessful pupils reached twenty-five in number. 

The college grounds jn Gregory Terrace are laid out on 
the highest plane of landscape gardening, with shade trees 
in abundance, and flowers in riotous profusion. Cool, clear 
and pure well water, is a luxury, as well as being a benefit, 
to the city boy. The college gymnasium is one of the best in 
the city, and is being further improved by the introduction of 
many of the latest ideas of the gymnastic instructor. Much 
attention is given to elocution and singing instruction, so that, 
it is an annual treat to those present on speech nights. In 
October, 1893, His Grace Eight Eev. Dr. Dunne asked the 
Christian Brothers to assume charge of the St. James' prim- 
ary school; this they did and the school has now a regular 
attendance of more than 400 pupils. 

In the early part of 1892, as before stated, the boarders 
at the Christian Brothers' College, in Gregory Terrace, were 
transferred, to the number of 84, to the Brothers' College, at 
Nudgee, which occupies one of the finest sites in the vicinity 
of Brisbane. It is situated in a park of 300 acres within nine 
miles of the city, and can be easily reached by road or rail. 
No expense has been spared to make this College an estab- 
lishment of which the Catholics of Queensland may be justly 
proud. The dormitories, baths, lavatories, study rooms, dining 
hall, playgrounds, gymnasium, etc., are constructed on the best 
principles, and with all the modern improvements. The soft- 
ness and brilliancy of the electric light which is used through- 
-out the College prevent that weariness of the eyes from nightly 
study which a defective light so often causes. All the advan- 
tages of sea-bathing can be enjoyed by the students without 
going beyond the grounds. 

The moral and religious training of their pupils is re- 
garded by the Christian Brothers as the first and most im- 
portant of their duties. 

A special class is set apart in the College for boys in- 
tending to remain in school but a short time, where are taught 
the more important branches of English, and all subjects nec- 
essary for those entering a commercial life. Pupils are also 
prepared for the Civil Service, preliminary examinations for 
Solicitors and Barristers, also for the junior, senior, and ma- 




FRONT GARDEN AND LAWN. 




THE NEW ARCADE. 



VIEWS OF ST. JOSEPH'S COLLEGE, NUDgEE. 



CATHOLICISM IN QUEENSLAND. 171 

triculation examinations of the Sydney University. An exper- 
ienced matron attends to the wants of the younger pupils. 
The vacations are two weeks at midwinter, and seven at mid- 
summer. 

The play grounds proper, contains about 10 acres, laid out 
with football and cricket pitches. Taken as a whole, this is 
one of the most complete edacational establishments any where 
to be found in the Southern Hemisphere. 

It has been built without aid from Government, or from 
the people of Queensland, and until permission was accorded 
by Parliament in 1899, no State school scholarship pupil was 
permitted to take advantage of the opportunities it afforded. 

The curriculum in which Nudgee boys win their laurels, 
is not a trifling one. In senior examinations the students 
are represented in (1) History, Ancient and European, (2) 
English, (3) French, (4) Latin, (5) Greek (6) Euclid, (7) 
(Arithmetic, (8) Algebra, (9) Mechanics, (10) Geology, (11) 
Drawing, (12) Trigonometry. The juniors are represented in 
eight of the above subjects. 

The great object of those directing the College is that 
the education afforded should be such as to fit boys for any 
pursuit in life, which their talents or inclination may point 
out as the one most suitable to insure success. Thus the course 
of studies is wide, ranging from what is required in farming 
or commercial life to the highest branches of University pre- 
paration. 

William Redmond, Esq., M.P., for Co. Clare, visited Aus- 
tralia a few years ago, and on his return to Ireland he wrote a 
charming book, ' ' Through the New Commonwealth, ' ' in which 
he gives his ideas of our country and its institutions. The fol- 
lowing flattering notice of the College is extracted : 

"The Catholic institutions and buildings of Brisbane are 
very numerous and excellent. The great teaching order of the 
Stiate is the Christian Brothers. In Brisbane itself the Bro- 
thers have good schools, and outside the city at Nudgee they 
conduct St. Joseph's College, one of the finest educational 
establishments in the whole country. I had the pleasure of 
spending an afternoon there, and I was received in the most 
cordial manner by the Christian Brothers, and by their pupils, 
of -whom there were a very large number. It would not be 
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easy to do justice to Nudgee College by any mere verbal de- 
scription. To be really appreciated, the place has to be seen. 
I was courteously shown over the immense building and the 
beautiful grounds by the Bi:"others, and I can only say that all 
the spacious apartments are replete with all that could possibly 
tend to the health, happiness, and comfort of the boys. It is 
little wonder that the Queensland Irish are proud of this mag- 
nificent establishment at Nudgee. And it is not alone the Irish 
and the Catholics who appreciate and greatly value the work 
of the Christian Brothers in Queensland, for I met numbers of 
Protestant gentlemen who declared that the State was under 
a deep obligation to the Brothers, for the splendid way in 
which they were training up hundreds of boys as good citizens. 
And yet the State contributes nothing to the Order, which is 
doing all this grand work. I know of nothing more praise- 
worthy and wonderful than the work done in Australia by 
the religious teaching orders, especially in Queensland by the 
Christian Brothers. When one considers the diiHeulty they 
had to contend with, the prejudices to be overcome, and the 
short time the Australian States have been in existence, when 
these things are remembered, it is little short of marvellous 
to fiiid to-day the splendid school buildings, and the up-to-date 
colleges, which have been equipped and set to work all over the 
Continent. The colleges have won enviable distinction in pre- 
paring students for university scholarships in the southern 
States, and it is to their everlasting credit that the first Rhodes 
scholar from Australia is a product of their teachings." 
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c4N IMPRESSIVE CEREMONY, 




HE vast nave of the stately Cathedral consecrated 
to St. Stephen, is dimly illumined by the morning 
sunshine which enters in subdued bursts of colour 
through the lofty stained-glass windows. The 
statue of the Blessed Virgin, with the Christ 
Child in Her arms, looks down with infinite ten- 
derness. Transfixed upon the Cross, His body 
bleeding from gaping wounds, His head encircled 
with the torturing Crown of Thorns, the Saviour is undergoing 
His Extreme Agony that we. His loved ones, njay enter into 
eternal happiness. 

On the Altar the tapers are alight for the celebration of 
the Mass; from the great organ rises a melodious diapason 
which rolls through the aisles. The rows of hushed and rever- 
ent worshippers have bowed devotedly before the Host hidden 
in the Tabernacle; the Priest, vested in his robes, makes his 
appearance walking behind a procession of Acolytes and takes 
his place in the Sanctuary — the service begins. It is the Len- 
ten season. In sublime majesty the Mass goes on. The time 
draws near when the faithful approach the Sacrifice of Pen- 
ance and the Holy Eucharist. 

Now the heart is, if' possible, more deeply moved, and 
every fibre of being more deeply stirred, to view the Church 
Societies, splendid bodies of men, rise from their places atid 
advance to the Altar to receive Holy Communion from the 
hands of the Priest. Numerous in membership, but single in 
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piety and deeply implanted reverence, they partake of the 
Adorable Sacrament for their spiritual benefit. It is a scene 
long to be remembered — these Societies of individuals banded 
together by ties of noble performances done, and to be done, 
engaged outside the Sacred portals in diverse earthly occupa- 
tions, yet here — in God's House — presenting to the world the 
edifyingly beautiful example of devout solidity and tenacious 
unity, in all that pertains to the teachings of their beloved 
faith. Truly the Church is a gracious and tender Mother, 
when thus her sons so loyally carry out Her precepts. 

The Mass is over, and out into the yellow sunshine the 
congregation slowly passes. The tapers are extinguished — ^the 
Cathedrjil is silent. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 




The Society of St. Vincent de Paul.- 

'The title of the Poor to our commiseration is their poverty itself; 
we are not to inquire to what party or sect they belong. ' ' — St. 
Vincent's Manual. 

HE Society of St. Vincent De Paul is composed of 
active members of the Society,, contributors to the 
Society and the poor assisted by it ; the latter 
also receive spiritual benefits. 

It is a brotherhood of laymen banded together 

to stimulate their own spiritual progress with the 

visitation and relief of the poor as a means to 

that end. 

"No works of charity are foreign to the Society" when 

accomplished under the guidance of the rules, but activity in 

visiting'the poor in their homes is the soul of the Society. 

These works are undertaken by members of the "Con- 
ferences," which are linked to the Upper Councils, by the 
latter to each other, and the whole under the direction of the 
Council-General of Paris. 

Between the advent of the Society to Brisbane, in 1896 and 
1904, three Conferences and a Particular Council have been 
established. His Grace the Archbishop is the Spiritual 
Director of the Particular Council, and the priests at St. 
Bridget's, St. Stephen's, and St. Joseph's undertake similar 
duties for the Conferences, and evidence abounds of the earnest 
encouragement given to the Society by each. 
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A Plenary Indulgfence, with obsei-vance of the usual con- 
ditions once a month, is available for active members who 
attend three of the four monthly meetings of their Conferences. 
The Central Council of Brisbane was founded in 1907. The 
following officers were chosen who still hold their positions : 
President, C. P. Buchanan, B.A., J.P.; Vice-presidents, T. F. 
Fitzgerald, Francis O'Dwyer ; Hon. Secretary, Stephen J. 
Hinchey ; Hon. Treasurer, M. J. Quinn. 

The Particular Council of Brisbane was founded in 1904. 

Spiritual Director : His Grace the Most Rev. Dr. Dunne, 
Archbishop of Brisbane. 

President, W. Cassidy, J.P. ; Vice-president, C. P. 
Buchanan, B.A., J.P. ; Hon. Treasurer, J. D. O'Hagau ; Hon. 
Secretary, P. W. Murphy. 

Conferences. 

(88) St. Bridget, Red Hill— -Ag. March 18, 1881 ; Presi- 
dent, W. Cassidy ; meets Taesday, 8 p.m. 

(89) St. Stephen, Brisbane — Ag. June 16, 1904 ; President, 
T. J. Mooney ; meets Thursday, 8 p.m. 

(90) St. Joseph, WooUoongabba — Founded September 25, 

1904 ; President, E. J. Butler ; meets Saturday, 7.30 p.m. 

(91) St. Patrick, Fortitude Valley— Founded March 26, 

1905 ; President, J. W. Hackelmann ; meets Thursday, 8 p.m. 

(92) Holy Cross, Wooloowin — ^Founded November 12, 

1905 ; President, M. J. Quinn ; meets Sunday, 11.30 a.m. 

(93) St. Mary, South Brisbane— Founded July 15, 1906; 
President, F. O'Dwyer ; meets Thursday, 8 p.m. 

Isolated Conferences in Queensland. 

(94) St. Joseph's, Rockhampton — Founded September 23, 

1906 ; President, William Farrell ; meets Sunday, 9.30 a.m. 

(95) Sacred Heart, Mount Morgan — ^Founded October 1, 
1906 ; President, D. T. O'Connell. 

(96) Sacred Heart, Townsville — ^Founded October 7, 1906; 
President, M. Rooney ; nieets Sunday, 8.30 p.m. 

(97) St. Columbia, Charters Towers— Founded September 
8, 1907 ; President, R. D. Arida ; meets Sunday, 8.30 p.m. 

Mr. C. P. Buchanan, President St. Stephen's Conference, 
Brisbane, presented the subjoined report at the Catholic Con- 
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gress held in Melbourne in 1904. It is so illuminative that it 
is here transcribed at length. Although a number of years 
have elapsed since the report M'as tendered, and much progress 
nas since been made by the Society, it cannot fail to be 
informative. 

The report : — 

"In speaking of the progress of the Society of St. Vincent 
de Paul in Queensland, there is no desire to do so with any 
dpirit of conceit, for the conceit of progress is always the death- 
knell of the reality. It is intended to place on record the ad- 
vancement of the Society in our State, from one stage, wherein 
i few fortified by the strength of honest conviction launch 
out on their labour of love among the poor, to another stage, 
wherein a greater number have, by the example of the few, 
been persuaded to go and do likewise. We commit ourselves 
to the task with heartfelt thanks to the Almighty, and without 
wishing to deviate from tTic path of true humility, which is a 
cardinal feature of our glorious Society. The numerous ob- 
stacles surmounted afford abundant proof that, especially dur- 
ing the period of our early struggles, God's guiding hand was 
«t the helm. 

"The development of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
in Queensland may be conveniently considered under three 
xieadings : — 

"(1) From the establishment of the First Conference to 
the establishment of the St. Stephen's Conference, June 13, 
1903. 

"(2) From June 13, 1903, to the present time. 

"(3) The outlook. 

"(1) From the establishment of the First Conference in 
1896 to June 13, 1903. 

"About seven years ago the First Conference of St. Vin- 
cent de Paul was established in Queensland. At, that time our 
fair State had entered upon a period of depression unparalleled 
in its history. The great flood of 1893 was certainly a thing 
of the, past, but the equally disastrous drought, coming on top 
of the previous calamity, ruined the majority of the people and 
disheartened the remainder. In such a crisis It was left to one 
of the poorest parishes in Brisbane, St. Bridget's, to take the 
initiative. A few courageous men, imbued with the proper 

J 
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spirit, met, and established the first Conference, in Queensland 
—the St. Bridget's Conference of the Society of St. Vincent de 
Paul. The pioneers in this grand movement were each and 
every one as good an anvil as a hammer. This was in a great 
measure the secret of their success. The difScuIties in the way 
of carrying on the Conference were indeed great. Here was a 
parish in which the number of poor recipients was in inverse 
ratio to the number of benefactors. But with light hearts, 
stirred by the consciousness of suffering relieved, those pioneers 
presented a solid front, and, after a stubborn battle, extending 
over seven years, the dearest wish of their hearts was realised 
— a Conference was established at St. Stephen's Cathedral. 

"(2) From June 13, 1903, to the Present Time. 

"June 13, 1903, saw the dawn of a new era in the annals 
of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul in Queensland. It was 
on tliis appropriate date (St. Anthony's Feast Day) that the 
St. Stephen's Conference held its first meeting in the Cathedral, 
at which the late Very Eev. Father 'Reilly was present. Un- 
fortunately before many months had elapsed, we were deprived 
of the services of a Spiritual Director who had been in complete 
sympathy with the movement. The St. Stephen's Conference, 
which has only been 14 months established, had, during the 
first six months, nine active members on the roll, with an 
average attendance of six members. During the second six 
months, the roll has increased to 16 active members, with an 
average attendance of 70 per cent of the members. The num- 
ber of cases visited has more than doubled, and the funds have 
always been sufficient to meet the increased requirements. The 
satisfactory state of affairs may be attributable to — (1) the 
establishment of the Association of the Sacred Heart ; (2) 
suitability of members ; (3) the consequent spirit of co- 
operation ; (4) valuable assistance given by the All Hallows 
Sewing Guild, (a) The Association of the Sacred Heart — 
About two years ago a branch of this world-wide Association 
was established at St. Stephen's Cathedral, and attended with 
magnificent results. The soul-stirring spectacle of between 
400 and 500 men in a body receiving Holy Communion every 
month stimulated many members with greater zeal for the 
sanctification of their souls. The Society of St. Vincent de 
Paul 'offered them an opportunity in this direction. The 
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Sacred Association brought the seed to blossom. It was left 
fruit. ' (b) Suitability of Members— The St. Stephen's Confer- 
to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul to bring the blossom to 
euce has been fortunate in securing suitable members for the 
various divisions of the work. The great variety of callings in 
life represented is of the greatest assistance in carrying on the 
stdministration of the Conference, (c) Spirit of Co-operation 
— The splendid spirit of co-operation existing is, in a measure, 
responsible for the continuance of the Conference. The Spirit 
of Fraternity is the very essence of our Conference of Charity. 
When you have a body of men bound together by the earnest- 
ness of sincere friendship, and vying with each other to under- 
take the lion's share of the work, the permanency of that Con- 
ference is assured. Happily, such is the position of St. 
Stephen's Conference at the present time, (d) All Hallows 
Sewing Guild — The assistance given by the All Hallows Sewing 
Guild cannot be too highly estimated. A number of ex-pupils, 
under the direction of the kind Sisters, meet weekly to make 
garments for poor recipients recommended by our Society. All 
cast off clothing received is also sent to the Guild for distri- 
bution. The members of the Sewing Guild repair and alter 
the clothing according to requirements. In this way there 
is absolutely no waste of clothing. The value of assistance 
of this kind must be experienced to be fully appreciated. 
Not the least advantage is the fact that it enables the mem- 
bers to devote their energies more fully to thfe other branches 
of their work. The establishment of Sewing Guilds in con- 
nection with conferences is destined to play an important 
part in the success of the Conferences. During this period 
the St. Bridget's Conference at Bed Hill has been making 
satisfactory progress. There has been a steady increase in the 
membership, and a corresponding general improvement. Be- 
sides, it must not be forgotten that the members of this Con- 
ference were largely instrumental in initiating the Conference 
at the Cathedral. The quarterly joint meeting of the twO Con- 
ferences have been to the mutual advantage of both. (3) The 
Outlook: — In the light of our experience of the past twelve 
months, we are hopeful for the establishment of a third con- 
ference on the south side of the river. This conference has 
since been established as well as others. Such a result would 
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entitle us to a Particular Council. With a Particular Council 
established, the work of extension would be greatly facili- 
tated. Although the outlook is bright for extension eventually, 
there would appear to be three temporary obstacles to rapid 
progress, i.e. : — 

(1) General ignorance of the aims and objects of the 
Society. , ^^ _., 

(2) Friendly rivalry of other societies. 

(3) Australian character. 

(a) It is almost incredible, the ignorance of the aims and 
objects of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul that prevails in 
Queensland. It is surprising the number of people otherwise 
well informed, who have not any knowledge of our grand 
Society. The example of the members, and the judicious dis- 
tribution of the reports, together with assistance from the 
Catholic Press, should, in time, overcome this difficulty, (b) 
There is a feeling among the members of other Societies 
already established, such as the Catholic Young Men's Soc- 
ieties, Debating Societies, Hibernian Societies, etc., that if they 
joined the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, their various 
Societies would suffer. This has been the greatest obstacle 
to the formation of a third Conference. Still, this is a matter 
that should right itself in time. It is only necessary for one 
to lead the way, and show that their association with the St. 
Vincent de Paul has been the means of making them better 
members of their other Societies by developing the finer quali- 
ties of their nature. The ice having been broken, others would 
assuredly follow, (c) The Australian has been called the 
spoiled child of destiny. The sunny clime in which he lives 
tends to fit him for the merry side of life. Field sports are 
viewed more favourably than acts of self-denial. Possibly this 
is due, to a great extent, to the lack of parental discipline 
in early life — a frequent sin of omission in Australia. How- 
ever, it is to the Association of the Sacred Heart, and kindred 
associations, that we must look for a remedy to counteract i 
this tendency, and prepare the youth of Queensland for future 
membership in the Society of St. Vincent de Paul. "These 
Associations bring the seed to blossom, which, in turn, the 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul brings to fruit." In conclu- 
sion let us hope that, with God's blessing, the Society of St. 
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Vincent de Paul may spread throughout the length and breadth 
of our young State, and thus enable many to "taste with ten- 
derness the pure joys of life." 

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul in Queensland, num- 
bers, at the present time, more than 300 active members, and 
relieves, on an average, yearly, about 2,000 indigent persons. 
The Society is prospering, and the scope of effort ever widen- 
ing. The good that it has accomplished, and the benefits it has 
conferred upon the poor, sick and needy, makes the mention 
of the name pleasant hearing to all, irrespective of class or 
creed. 

This third Conference was formed on the 15th of July, 
1906. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 




The Hibernian Australian Catholic Benefit Society. 

N the year 1865, in Melbourne, twelve members of 
the "Catholic Young Men's Society" formed the 
"St. Francis Benefit Society." Societies of a 
like nature were also in process of formation in 
other parts of Australia"; among these were the 
"Ballarat Hibernian Society," in Victoria, and 
the "Albury Catholic Benefit Society," in New 
South Wales. Prior to this time, in 1848, a 
society had been formed in Melbourne, kno^yn as the "St. 
Patrick's Society," which was national in character and non- 
sectarian in principle. 

These four organisations all sought support from the Irish 
Catholics of Australia. The "St. Francis Benefit Society," 
in the enlargement of its purpose, at a meeting of delegates 
held in 1869, changed its name to that of the "Irish Catholic 
Benefit Society." The rivalry inevitably incident to the con- 
temporaneous existence of four rival societies, each having in 
view the same end, made their unification imperatively neces- 
sary. To this all were agreed. The principal, and, in fact, 
only obstacle to an amalgamation was the name to be borne 
by the united societies. On this question feeling ran high. 
The "Irish Australian Catholic Benefit Society" insisted that 
the word "Irish" should be retained, while the "Ballarat 
Hibernian Society" were equally assertive in demanding the 
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retention of the word "Hibernian." A deadlock resulted, 
each refusing to yield on this point. Finally the matter in 
dispute was referred to Brother Fallon, the Albury represen- 
tative, who was neutral. His wise and diplomatic decision 
was in favour of the word "Hibernian"; the Ballarat Society 
to relinquish "Ballarat" and the "Irish Australian Benefit 
Society" the word "Irish." 

This being settled, a, conference of delegates from the 
four societies met in Melbourne, April 27-28, 1871, at which 
time and place the amalgamation was effected, and the 
"Hibernian Australian Catholic Benefit Society" emerged as 
an historical entity. 

The new society was to be governed by an Executive 
Directory and District Boards and branches. The first 
Executive Directorate was composed of Messrs. Mark Young, 
C.P. ; Austin J. Templeton, D.C.P. ; Francis H. Byrne, C.S. ; S. 
V. Winter, C.T.; E. Daley, D. Brophy, John W. Howard, J. 
Graber, E. L. Nolan. 

In 1873 branches were opened in South Australia and 
Queensland, and in 1875 in Tasmania. As branches bearing 
allegiance to one or other of the now united Societies existed, 
previous to the amalgamation, in New South Wales and New 
Zealand, the circuit of the colonies was completed by the 
establishment of a branch at Fremantle, in West Australia, 
in 1877. 

The first annual meeting of the Brisbane District Board 
was held in St. Stephen's Schoolroom, on Friday evening, 
January 20, 1882. There were present Messrs. F. T. F. Keogh, 
District President ; P.' Hanlan, District Vice-president ; John 
Massie, District Treasurer ; Thomas Lawless, District 
Secretary ; and the following delegates : — ^Brisbane Branch : 
Messrs. Patrick M' Glynn and Thomas A. Hockings ; Ipswich 
Branch : Mr. Daniel Shine ; Gympie Branch : Mr. James 
M' Glynn. 

At this meeting it was resolved, — "That the salary of 
the District Secretary be £5 per annum," and "That the 
salary of the District Treasurer be £1 Is. per annum. ' ' 

The following officers were also elected for the ensuing 
term : District President, Patrick Hanlan ; District Vice- 
president, Michael Eeal ; District Treasurer, John Massie ; 
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District Secretary, Thomas Lawless. Messrs. F. T. F. Keogh, 
Patrick Hanlan, and Michael Eeal were made Trustees for the 
District, and Messrs. Patrick M' Glynn and Thomas Ashford 
Hockings were selected as Auditors. The new olScers were 
duly installed the same evening. . 

RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES 
for the Year Ending December 31st, 1881 : — 





Quarterage 
General 
Fund. 


Quarterage 

Funeral 

Fund. 


Goods. 


Total. 


Branches 
Dr. to Goods 




£ 5. d. 


£ =. d. 


£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 


Brisbane 


15 4 


94 14 


15 6 


124 18 6 


— 


Gympie 


8 10 


6 2 


4 10 


18 12 10 


7 2 10 


Ipswich 


9 13 10 


47 5 3 


6 15 9 


63 14 10 


— 


Charters Towers 


10 9 


7 7 


1 13- 


10 9 


18 4 




34 8 7 


155 8 3 


27 10 1 


217 6 11 


8 12 



REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNTS 
for Year Ending December 3tst, 1881 : — 

GENERAL FUND. 



RECEIPTS. 



Quarterage 



f s. , d. 
61 18 8 

61 18 8 



EXPENDITURE. 

£ 
Goods, Postage, Telegrams 22 
Printing etc., 39 



s. d. 

7 10 

10 10 



By balance 



61 18 8 



FUNERAL FUNDS. 



RECEIPTS. 



Quarterage 



£ 


s. 


d. 


155 


8 


3 
3 


155 


8 



EXPENDITURE. 



Claims paid 

by balance 



£ 

60 

95 



s. d. 

8 3 



155 8 3 



BALANCE SHEET OF GENERAL FUND. 






LIABILITIES. 




ASSETS. 








£ s. d. 




£ s. 


d 


Amount due to Funeral 




Cash in Govt. Savings 






Fund- 


95 8 3 


Bank 


15 





Amount due to General 




Cash in J. S. Bank ... 


63 11 


4 


Fund 


39 10 10 


Cash in J. S. Bank ... 


56 7 


9 




134 19 1 


134 19 


1 
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The strides made by the Brisbane District of the Society 
is plainly shown by the returns furnished by the secretary for 
the year ending July 31, 1909. In this report, the total Branch 
funds are .stated to be :C?6,942 2s. lOd., and the total member- 
ship, male and female, 3,549. 

The Society is affiliated with the "Ancient Order of 
Hibernians" of America, who proudly boast of their direct 
descent, as a soeietj^ from the great confederation of Kil- 
kenny, which met in 1642, to proclaim the rights of the Irish 
people to religious and civic liberty ; they point exultingly to 
their motto, "Unity, Friendship, and Christian Charity," as 
the embodiment of the sentiments of the forefathers of the 
Order in the 17tli century. The membership of this Order is 
more than 250,000. 

The Irish spirit is a very potent factor in the Catholic 
spirit of Australia, and the "Hibernian Australian Catholic 
Benefit Society" exemplifies, as a concrete body, the individual 
love of its members for the Church, the "Green Isle," and for 
the land in. which they live. 

The Society is homogeneous — entirely free from intereine 
strife, and the moral principles underlying and sustaining it 
have elevated it to a position where it proudly stands, unassail- 
able by prejudice or envy. 

The following is taken from the "Courier" of June 27th, 
1910: 

"Yesterday morning the members of St. Stephen's branch, 
H.A.C.B.S., to the number of 150, attended 7 o'clock mass, 
and subsequently marched to a city cafe, where a sumptuous 
breakfast was provided. Visitors were present from Too- 
woomba, Bundaberg, Esk, and other towna, and all the metro- 
politan branches were represented. An apology was received 
from His Grace Archbishop Dunne. The chaplain of the 
branch, the Eev. Father Byrne, was present. The President 
(Bro. Doyle) extended a hearty welcome to all present, and 
said such gatherings had a splendid effect on the Society as 
a whole. "The Pope and King" was proposed by the Presi- 
^ dent, and enthusiastically received. Bro. D. Kelly proposed 
the toast of ' ' The Clergy, ' ' and referred to the excellent work 
performed Ijy the Catholic priests. He traced the history of 
the work of the priests in the cause of religion, and concluded 
by an eloquent reference to the work of the metropolitan 
clergy. Bro. W. Doyle proposed "The District Executive,'' 
and alluded to its good work. Bro. P. A. McLachlan, M.L.A. 
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(District Vice-President), in responding, congratulated' the 
members of St. Stephen's Branch on the splendid exhibition 
of faith displayed that morning at the Cathedral. It was cal- 
culated to exercise a marked moral effect. The District Execu- 
tive, as the managers of the Society, were over anxious to foS'- 
war.d the interest of the Society. He impressed upon members 
the necessity for each one putting his shoulder to the wheel, 
and by energy and co-operation insure the maintenance of the 
proud position they held. Bro. P. Gaffney (P.D.P.), Bro. E. 
Butler (D.T.), Bro. J. Carroll (District Trustee), and Bro. P. 
Scott (D.S.), also responded. "Visiting Branches and Visi- 
tors" was proposed by Bro. T. McMahon, and responded to 
by representatives from St. Patrick's, Toowoomba; St. Mary's, 
Bundaberg; St. Patrick's, Valley; St. Bridget's, Bed Hill; Holy 
Cross, Wooloowin; Sacred Heart, Sandgate; St. Patrick's, 
Goodna; St. Mary's, South Brisbane; St. Mel's, Esk; Sti. 
.Joseph's, female branch; St. Stephen's, female branch; and 
St. Patrick's, female branch. "The Ladies," proposed by 
Bro. Lamb, was responded to by Bro. ./. Hynes. "The Press" 
was proposed by Bro. M. J. Gallagher. ' ' St Stephen 's Branch, ' ' 
was proposed by Bro.' F. T. F. Keogh, who referred to the hos- 
pitable manner in which they had entertained the visitors that 
morning. He referred to the formation of St. Stephen's Branch 
about thirty years ago, and said from that branch had sprung 
the Great Hibernian Society of the present day. Bros. Doyle 
, (President) and P. A. McLachlan (Secretary), responded. In 

the course of hia remarks, Jiro. McLachlan stated that during 
the last four years St. Stephen's Branch had spent in sick pay 
£1665/3/6, and in medical attendance and medicine £1645/8/3, 
while there was at present standing to the credit of the sick 
and funeral fund £5375/4/1; to the management fund, £169/4/5; 
and to the mortality fundj £23/5/2. Thus there was a total 
benefit fund of £5567/13/8, while the membership totalled 437. 
The toast of "The President" brought the function to a 
close." 

District oiSeers for the year 1909-10 : Registered office, 
42 John Street, Fortitude Valley, Brisbane ; District Pre- 
sident, Edward O^Mara, "Warwick ; District Vice-president, 
Peter A. McLachlan, New Farm ; District Past President, 
Peter Gaffney, Enoggera ; District Treasurer, E. J. Butler, 
Brisbane ; District Secretary, P. Scott, Brisbane ; District 
Trustees, Patriclc Hanlon, South Brisbane ; James Carroll, 
J.P., Brisbane ; M. J. Gallagher, J.P., Kedron ; F. T. P. 
Keogh, New Farm ; District Arbitration Committee, V. C. 
Redwood, E. J. Brennan, J. F. Gilmore, E. U. Moran, M. 
Twomey ; District Auditors, T. P. Morahan, T. 'Sullivan ; 
Bankers, Australian Joint Stock Bank, Brisbane, 



FIFTY YEARS OF PROGRESS. 199 



CHAPTER XV. 




Association of the Sacred Heart. 

MONGST religious sodalities the Association of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesns seems specially well suited 
for these latter times. 

The Association has for its objects to glorifj' 
the Heart of Jesus, by the christian life of its 
members, and by their zeal in promoting devo- 
tion to the Divine Heart. 
It aflfords a holy union of pious souls, who encourage 
each other to do good, and it is most conducive to the salva- 
tion of every member, inasmuch as it imposes a kind of obli-. 
gation to perform those duties of religion and works of piety 
which might otherwise be neglected. 

The obligations of associates are few and simple, and do 
not of themselves bind under pain of sin. They are as fol- 
low: — 

First. — To say every day one "Our Father," one "Hail 
Mary," and the "Creed," with the ejaeulatory 
prayer— 
"Sweet Heart of my Jesus, 
Make me love Thee ever more and more." 
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I Second.; — To approach Holy Communion monthly on tlio 
day appointed. 

Third. — To a'ttend the monthly Evening Devotions. 

The days appointed for the Holy Communion and Even- 
ing Devotions of the Association at St. Stephen's Cathedral 
are: — 

First Sunday morning of the month at 7 o'clock mass: — 
General Holy Communion of Boys' Association; first Sunday 
evening: — Devotions of Men's Association. Second Sunday 
morning at 8.30 o'clock mass: — General Holy Communion of 
Men's Association. Third Sunday evening: — Devotions of 
Women's Branch. Fourth Sunday morning at 8.30 o'clock 
mass: — General Holy Communion, Women's Branch. 

The usual subscription is 3d. per month, but it is entirely 
voluntary. , 

The Catholic laity, especially every boy and girl leaving 
school, should .join this excellent Association as a safeguard 
to virtue and a help to lead an exemplary life. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 




The Catholic Young Men's Society. 

HE first Catholic Young Men's Society was estab- 
lished in Brisbane early in the seventies; its 
meeting place was St. Stephen's old school-room, 
and, as fitting the parent organization was styled 
"The Brisbane Catholic Young Jlcn's Society." 
With the progress of the capital and the 
extension of its residential area, kindred Socie- 
ties were established in the several parishes of 
the Archdiocese, and it is interesting to note that, despite the 
fluctuations which mark the history of the Society in Queens- 
land, the Brisbane C.Y.M.S. continues to exist. It is now 
known as St. Patrick's C.Y.M.S. — the change of name having 
resulted from the holding of the Society's meetings in that 
parish at Fortitude Valley. 

The Societies have passed through many vicissitudes. 
They were originally formed for literary and social purposes, 
and for the spiritual welfare of their members, and have at 
various periods included within their memberships many 
Catholics who are now occupying positions of trust and con- 
fidence in almost every part of Queensland ; while others have 
achieved distinction elsewhere. 
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Prior to August 31st, 1894, the Societies were separate 
organizations, moving along independent avenues of action, in 
the parishes of the metropolis. As years passed and the re- 
sponsibilities and duties incident to maturer mankind press- 
ingly claimed their whole time and attention, the older mem- 
bers, one by one, ceased to attend meetings or to extend any 
active support to the Societies. 

The natural result was that some of the bodies became 
moribund and in several instances ceased to exist. In 1894 
the only Brisbane Societies which continued to meet regularly 
were the Brisbane C.Y.M.S.; St. Bridget's C.Y.M.S.; St. 
Joseph's C.Y.M.S.; and Holy Cross C.Y.M.S. 

Impelled by the hope of sustaining interest in the Socie- 
ties and of widening their scope of action a number of enthus- 
iastic members successfully accomplished the formation of the 
Federation. For some years the organization prospered; but 
flfith the general decline which affected the affiliated Societies 
in 1907, it is not surprising that the Federation languished 
and was eventually disbanded. 

In November, 1908, the Federation was re-established 
with a representation from the original Societies andy the 
newly formed Boys' Club in St. Stephen's parish; each affil- 
iated Society is represented at the monthly meetings of the 
Federation by three delegates. 

The affiliated Societies are: — St. Bridget's; St. Stephen's 
Catholic Club; Holy Cross Guild; St. Patrick's C.Y.M.S.; and 
St. Joseph's. 

Other Societies in Queensland not affiliated, are: — The 
Rockhampton C.Y.M.S.; Mount Morgan C.Y.M.S.; Mackay 
C.Y.M.S. ; Bundaberg C.Y.M.S.; Ipswich C.Y.M.S.; and Towns- 
ville C.Y.M.S. 

Subsequently the following officers and delegates were 
elected, viz.:— W. J. Evans, President; M. D. McCann, Vice- 
President,' J. McGeehan; J. McKeown; D. J. Kirly P. T. 
Luney; B. Bodley; T. L. Sherman; J. P, Markwell, Hon. Sec- 
retary; W. Russell; J. D. O'llagan; B. C. Knapp; W. O'Mara; 
J. Hoda; and C. Murphy, Hon. Treasurer. 

In 1909 a deputation waited upon Father Dorrigan, 
Pastor of St. Mary's, to urge the re-establishment of the 
Society there. The Rev. Father extended every possible 
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facility, but investigation shewed the time to be inopportune ; 
a similar condition of affairs was disclosed in aii attempt to 
establish a Society at Rosalie. 

St. Bridget's Society was disbanded in October, 1909, but 
a Boys' Club under the auspices of the Society of St. Vincent 
de Paul continues to flourish there. 

On December 31st, 1908, the first Federation social was 
successfully held in St. Patrick's schoolroom. 

Inter-Society debates were arranged by the Federation, 
which took place on stated dates. 

The subjects selected for these debates were carefully 
chosen, with a view to affording scope to the debaters, upon 
questions of National and State importance. Some of the sub- 
jects have been: — "Is Volunteer service or Conscription the 
better for Australian defence?" "Should the Liquor Traffic 
be nationalized?" "Should the cost of defence be defrayed 
by direct taxation?" "Should capital punishment be abol- , 
ishqd?" "Unification and Federation." "Which would best 
serve Queensland's interests — freehold tenure or perpetual 
leasehold?" 

On June 30th, 1909, an elocutionary contest was held in 
St. Stephen's club rooms, which was won by Mr. J. Eoss, who 
also won two other similar competitions during the year. At 
the Conference of the C.Y.M. Societies at the Catholic Congress, 
Sydney, a paper on the Queensland C.Y.M.S., which had been 
prepared, by the President (Mr. W. J. Evans), was read by 
the Rev. Father Murphy, of Ipswich. The first annual social 
was held in Trades' Hall, on August 16th, 1909, and a similar 
function was held on 20th January, 1910. An excellent address 
on the work of the Society was delivered on the occasion of 
the first Social by the Rev. M. O'Flynn, P.P., Fortitude Valley. 

On September 6th, 1909, a Lecture was given by Mr. J. 
McGeehan on "The Life and Times of Richard Lalor Shiel." 
August 30th, a lecture was given by Mr. W. J. Evans on 
"The Life and Times of the Liberator, Daniel O'Connell," 
and on November 2nd, a Lecture was given by Mr. J. D. 
O'Hagan on "The Life of Lord Russell of Killowen." 

At the end of the year 1909, there were 17 Societies exist- 
ent in Queensland. 



206 CATHOLICISM IN QUEENSLAND. 

The financial position of the Federation is very satisfac- 
tory. 

March 10th, 1910, the President, Mr. Evans, resigned, 
owing to change of residence out of Brisbane, and Mr. J. 
McGeehan succeeded him in office. 

"The Age" thus describes the first annual Communion 
Breakfast of the Federation. 

ANNUAL COMMUNION BREAKFAST. 

On Sunday last the members of the above Federation, to 
the number of about a hundred, attended at the Cathedral at the 
half -past 8 o'clock Mass to receive Holy Communion. The 
Annual Communion and the Communion Breakfast by which it 
is followed, are edifying features of the Societies' observances 
during the Lenten period, and it is particularly gratifying to 
find the members assembling annually in such large numbers. 
While these assemblages exhibit an appreciable spirit of adher- 
ence to religious duty, it should not be supposed for a moment 
' that the members confine themselves to an annual visit to the 
altar, most if not all of the members arc monthly if not even 
more frequent communicants^ but it is a point at which every 
member aims, to approach the sacraments of penance and the 
Holy Eucharist during the period set apart for the performance . 
of the Easter duty imposed by the Church. On this occasion 
the number of communicants was equal to that which assembled 
on any former occasion within our recollection, and the spec- 
tacle was as gratifying to the congregation as it must have 
been pleasing to the celebrant of Mass, Father Byrne, and 
spiritually beneficial to all who approached the Sacrament at 
the Altar. 

After Mass, the members adjourned to the Girls' Central 
Club Kooms, George Street, which had been placed at their 
disposal for the occasion. A sumptuous breakfast had been 
spread in anticipation of their arrival, and for this hospitable 
provision, the Pedration desire to tender their 
sincere thanks to Mrs. Newcombe, Miss O 'Leary 
(President of tie Girls' Central Club), Misses 
Kean, Henry, Lonergan, Howes, McBride, O'Keefe, and 
McNamara. Apologies foi^ unavoidable absence were road from 
Mr. P. A. McLachlan, M.L.A., and Mr. P. W Shannon The 
toast list following upon the breakfast, though the sentiments 
proposed were only honoured in non-intoxicating beverages, was 
none the less productive of much eloquence and enthusiasm. 

The toasts were: — "The Pope and the King," proposed by 
Mr. J. Evans; "The Clergy," p;ropOsed by Mr. Curtin, and 
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suitably acknowledged on behalf of their reverences by Mr, 
MeCann; "The Federated Societies," proposed by Mr. McBride, 
and responded to by Mr. McGeehan; "The State Parliament," 
proposed by Mr. O'Mara (Holy Cross Guild), and responded 
to by Mr. C. Murphy; "Kindred Societies," proposed by Mr. 
J. T. Fahy (Holy OrosS Guild), and responded to by Messrs. 
W. Cassidy (President of St. Vincent de Paul Society), P. 
Gaflfney and P. Scott (H.A.C.B. Society); "The Ladies," pro- 
posed by Mr Byrne, and responded to on their behalf by Mr. 
Bodely; "The Press," proposed by Mr. .T. McKeown, and re- 
sponded to by the representative of "The Age"; and "The 
Chairman," proposed by Mr. P. Mulligan and suitably acknow- 
ledged by Mr. Evans. 

The gathering was a most successful one, and all concerned 
are to be heartily congratulated upon having added another 
to the many gratifying gatherings at the altar, as well a,p at 
the Communion breakfast, which have become such an edifying 
annual adjunct to the operations and membership of our ad- 
mirable Catholic Young Men's Societies. 

The following gentlemen have heen prominently connec- 
ted with C.T.M.S. in Queensland: — ^Right Eev. Dr. Duhig; 
Eev. "Wm. Howes, C.S.S.R. (Ballarat) (the first Queensland 
Redemptorist) ; Messrs. P. T. P. Keogh (Librarian, Supreme 
Court, Brisbane) ; P. J. Dillon (Secretary, Agent-General, Lon- 
don) ; P. W. Shannon (Assistant Under-Secretary, Lands 
Dept.) ; Eev. E. J. Sydes, S.J. ; J. P. Lyons (late Chief Clerk, 
Government Stores) ; Hon. T. J. Byrnes (late Premier, Chief 
Secretary,' and Attorney General) ; Hon. C. B. Fitzgerald 
(Attorney General in Dawson Ministry) ; J. Oxenham (Com- 
monwealth Public Service Chief Clerk, Postmaster-General's 
Department, Melbourne) ; J. J. "Walsh (Barrister-!at-Law) ; 
W. Cassidy, J.P. ; J. Howes (the two latter for over 20 years )_; 
J. J. Conroy (Audit Department) ; J. McCaffrey (Secretary, 
University Senate) ; M. J. Kerwan (Eailway Department) ; 
C. Campbell (Education Department) ; T. W. McCawley (act- 
ing Crown Solicitor) ; J. Hegerty (Fortitude Valley) ; Rev. 
M. O'Flynn, P.P.; Eev. J. F. McCarthy^ P.P.;T. J. Eyan, 
M.L.A. (President, Eockhampton Society) ; P. A. McLachlan, 
M.L.A. (Holy Cross ' Society) ; Hon. A. J. Thynne (in the 
early days); Francis McDonnell; S. J. Kelly; D.Eyan; J. J. 
Leahy (Assistant C.P.S., South Brisbane); J. D. O'Hagan (of 
the Department' of Justice) ; W. J. Evans; J. McGeehan; J. P. 
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Markwell (Lands Department) ; J. McCotter (lately C.P.S. 
Childers) ; V. C. Redwood (now Mayor of Toowoomba and 
lately M.L.A.) ; J. J. Kidner (Manager of Royal Bank, Harris- 
ville); G. P. Elliott (Federal Service); M. J. Quinn (Woploo-, 
win) ; and D. J. Riley. 



FIFTY YKAKS OF PROGRESS. 209 



THE " cAUSTRALIAN." 




HE "Australian" newspaper was established in 
1878, in Brisbane. It was founded in order that 
there should exist an organ for the chronicling 
of Catholic happenings, and also be the medium 
for the expression of Catholic opinion in Queens- 
land. 

The late Dr. O'Quinn entered heartily into the spirit of 
the venture, and his vigorous exertions, aided by those of cer- 
tain Fathers and Sisters, resulted in an encouraging measure 
of success ; many priests purchased shares in the company. 

In the early days of the " Australian 's" existence, grat- 
uitous editorial assistance of a most valuable character was ex- 
tended by Fathers Breen and Fouhy, but the extending of this 
aid encroached so greatly upon the time necessary to be given 
to their onerous clerical duties as to make imperative » 
change in existing arrangements. 

It was ultimately desired to transfer the paper to Mr 
Patrick Joseph Henry, who had been actively connected witi, 
same, in different capacities, since the beginning of his busi- 
ness career. He is now the editor and proprietor. Mr. Henry 
is well and favourably known to the people of Brisbane. He 
is the possessor of a very fine bass singing voice, and his inti- 
mate knowledge of the works of the best composers of Cath- 
olic Church music eminently fits him to fill his present difficult 
position of conductor of the choir at St. Stephen's Cathedral. 

Mr. Henry received his education at St. James' Catholic 
School, and afterwards at the Gregory Terrace College of the 
Christian Brothers. 
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" THE cAGE," Catholic Weekly iNienu^pAper, 
'Brisbane. 




HE AGrE," the Catholic and Irish Nationalist 
Weekly Newspaper of Queensland, published in 
Brisbane, was established by Mr. William M. 
Crpftoh, in 1892; its first issue being on Satur- 
day, 1st of October of that year ; it is now in its 
eighteenth year of continuous publication. Mr. 
Crofton had considerable experience in news- 
paper work long before he established " The Age," 
having served fifteen years on the Brisbane "Courier." A 
complete change which took place in the proprietary and 
management of the "Courier" led to the retirement of Mr. 
Crofton (amongst others) from the service of that journal. 
A few months after he returned to newspaper work, as busi- 
ness manager of the "Daily Observer." Eventually it was 
decided to sell the "Observer," and it passed into the hands 
of the Brisbane Newspaper Co., Mr. Crofton being retained 
on the business staff for some months hereafter. 

In 1885 Mr. Crofton went to Sydney to undertake the 
business managership of the then recently established 
"Globe," which for certain reasons ceased publication in less 
than two years. 

Mr. Crofton returned to Brisbane towards the end of 1887, 
and almost immediately took up the business management 
of the "Australian," in which he remained a little over three 
years, also contributing largely (without charge) to the edi- 
torial work. 




MR. PATRICK J. HENRY, 
Editor, " Australian." 



MR. WM. M. CROFTON, 
Editor, "Age." 




CATHOLICISM IN QUEEJJSLAND. 213 

Immediately on Mr. Crofton leaving the "Australian" 
he obtained a satisfactory appointment on the "Boomerang," 
then a popular Brisbane weekly newspaper. Circumstances, 
beyong the control of proprietor and staff, however, led- to 
the discontinuance of the "Boomerang" about twelve months 
afterwards. 

Mr. Crofton believing from his former experience, and 
from many previous 'years of close, observation of Catholic 
events and conditions, that tkere was room for another Cath- 
olic paper in Queensland, also from many suggestions that 
had been made to him, decided to undertake the work. At 
an early stage he waited upon His Grace the Archbishop and 
informed him of his intention. As His Grace made no objec- 
tion he then proceeded with his arrangements and, as already 
stated, the result Was the establishment of "The Age," which 
met with gratifying success from the start. But serious busi- 
ness difficulties very soon came. The great business boom, in- 
flation of values and demand for workers was slowly, but none 
the less severely, followed by depression in every business, 
and collapse in property values. Then in February, 1893, 
came the two unprecedented floods which devastated south- 
eastern Queensland. These were followed in April-May of 
the same year by the great financial crisis which forced ten 
out of the thirteen banks in Queensland to suspend payment, 
pending "reconstruction," whereby customers' deposits, ag- 
gregating many millions of pounds of business money were 
locked-up for years, and many of the smaller business people 
were ruined. "The Age," while still only a few months old 
was for a time severely shaken by these national disasters, 
but survived them and has continued to progress. 

In consequence of Mr. Crofton having been for a consid- 
erable time past in somewhat broken health the largest part 
of the work and management of "The Age" has fallen upon 
his sons, and they have evinced good judgment in the man- 
agement. After a few weeks* severe illness, the elder son 
died in the Mater Misericordiae Hospital, Brisbane, on 28th 
May last (1910), fortified with all the Rites of the Catholic 
Church. "The Age" continues to be conducted by Mr. Crof- 
ton and his younger son Ernest. 
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THE TIARA. 




The triple crown of. the Pope is symbolical 
of his temporal, as the keys are of his spiritual 
authority. 

The first crown was assumed by Pope Damascus 11. 
The second crown by Pope Boniface VIII. 
The third crown by Pope Urban V. 
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ORD MACAULAY — historian, statesman, essayest 
and poet — was a Protestant, and certainly no 
protagonist of the Church, but in a celebrated 
essay on Von Ranke 's ' ' Lives of the Popes, ' ' 
even he could not repress the following magni- 
ficent and unqualified outburst of praise, when 
considering its unparalleled career. 
' ' There is not and there never was, in this earth, a work 
of human policy so well deserving of examination as the 
Roman Catholic Church. The history of this Church joins 
together the two great ages of human civilization. No other 
institution is left standing which carries the mind back to the 
times when the smoke of sacrifice rose from the Pantheon, and 
wheri eaihelopards and tigers abounded in the Flavian amphi- 
theatre. The proudest royal houses are but of yesterday com- 
pared with the line of the Supreme Pontiffs. That line we 
trace back in an unbroken series, from the Pope who crowned 
Napoleon in the Nineteenth Century, to the Pope who crowned 
Pepin in the Eighth, ^ud far beyond the time of Pepin the 
august dynasty extends till it is lost in the twilight of fable., 
The Republic of Venice came next in antiquity. But the 
Republic of Venice was modern when compared with the Pap- 
acy; the Republic of Venice is gone, and the Papacy remains. 
The Papacy remains not in decay, not a mere antique, hat 
full of life and youthful vigour. The Catholic Church is still 
standing forth to the farthest ends of the world, missionaries 
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as zealous as those who landed in Kent with Augustine, are 
still confronting hostile kings, with the same spirit' with whicii 
she confronted Attila. The number of her children is greater 
than in any former age. Her acquisitions in the New World 
have more than compensated for what she lost in the Old. 
Her spiritual ascendency extends over vast coun- 
tries. ....:. Nor do we see any sight which indicates 
that the term of her long dominion is approaching. She saw 
the commencement of all the governments, and of all the 
ecclesiastical establishments that now exist in the world; and 
we feel no assurance that she is not destined to see the end of 
them all. She was great and respected before the Saxon had 
set foot in Britain; before the Frank had passed the Rhine; 
when Grecian eloquence still flourished in Antioch, when idols 
were still worshipped in the temple of Mecca, and she may 
still exist when some traveller from New Zealand shall, in the 
midst of a vast solitude, take his stand on a broken arch of 
London Bridge to sketch the ruins of St. Paul's." 



Ihis tender and lofty panegyric upon his beldbed Church 
ivas ivritten by John Donso Cortes, theologian, philosopher, his- 
torian, politician, and apologist: — 

"That sublime, infallible authority, founded for eternity, 
and in which God feels eternally delighted, is the Holy Cath- 
olic, Apostolic, Roman Church, the mystic body of the Lord, 
the happy spouse of the Word, who teaches the world what 
she learns from the mouth of the Holy Ghost; which, pla;ced 
as it were in mid region between earth and heaven, exchanges 
prayers for gifts, and perpetually offers the Father, for the 
sins of the world, the precious blood of the Son in perpetual 
sacrifice, and in perfect holaeaust. As God makes all things 
perfect and finished it would become His infinite wisdom to 
give the truth to the world, and then, entering into His perfect 
repose, leave it exposed to the in.iurips of timo. the vain sub-, 
ject of the disputes of men. For this reason He eternally 
conceived the idea of His Church, which show on the world in 
the plenitude of time, beautiful and perfect, with that sublime 
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perfection and sovereign beauty she has ever had' in the divine 
understanding. Since then she is tot us who navigate in the 
s6a of the world, boiling in , tempests, as a luminous beacon 
placed on a high rock. She knows what saves and what ruins 
us ; our first origin and our last end ; in what consists the sal- 
vation and in what the damnation of men, and she alone knows 
it; she rules souls, and she rules alone; she straightens the 
will, and she alone straightens it; she purifies and inflames 
the affections, and she alone inflames and purifies them; she 
moves hearts, and she alone moves them with the grace of the 
Holy Ghost. In her finds no place, nor sin, nor error, nor 
weakness; her tunic is without stain; tribulations are her 
triumphs; the hurricanes and gentle breezes carry her to port. 
Everything in her is spiritual, supernatural, and miracu- 
lous; it is spiritual because her government is of intelligence, 
and because the arms with which she defends herself and slays, 
are spiritual ; it is supernatural, because she ordains everything 
to a supernatural end, and because her duty is to be holy and 
to sanctify men supernaturally ; it is miraculous because all 
the great mysteries are directed to a miraculous institution, 
and because her existence, h^r duration, her conquests are a 
perpetual miracle. The Father sends the Son to earth, the 
Son sends the Apostles to the world, and the Holy Ghost to 
the Apostles; in this way in the plenitude as well as in the 
beginning of time, in the institution of the Church as in the 
universal creation, the Father and the Son and the Holy 

Ghost interfere The human race 

sweats blood under the divine pressure, and from all th^t 
blood, and from all that confusion of nations, and races, and 
peoples, and from all those impetuous whirlwinds, and froni 
that fire which circulates through all the veins of the earth, 
- the word comes out radiant and renovated, lying at the feet 
of the Church of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

i . . . 

Under her prolific empire, the sciences have flourished, morals, 
have been purified, laws perfected, and all great institutions, 
domestic, political, and social, have flourished and spontaneously 
vegetated. She has had anathemas only for impious men, 
for rebellious peoples and tyrannous kings. She has, defended 
liberty against those who aspired to convert authority into. 



tyranny, and authority against peoples who aspired to an ab- 
solute emancipation ; and against all , the rights of 
God, and the inviolibility of His commandments. There u 
no truth the Church has not proclaimed, no error she has not 
anathematised. Liberty, in truth, has been in her eyes holy; 
and in error, as error itself, abominable. In her eyes, error is 
born and lives without rights, and for that reason she has 
sought it out; and persecuted it, -and extirpated it from thp 
most hidden folds of the human intellect. ' ' 

"If we affirm a God we must fall into the hands of the 
God of Catholics;, if we affirm humanity we must come to 
the humanity, one and solidarious, of the Christian dogma; if 
we affirm society we must, sooner or later, come to the Cath- 
olic affirmation about social institutions; if we affirm the 
family, we must afterwards affirm, one way or another, all 
that Catholicism affirms in fact, every affirma- 
tion of man, no matter how it is made, is finally resolved 
into the affirmation of Adam, the man of Genesis. 

Catholicism is like one of those formidable cylinders 
through which if a part pass the whole must go. 

"Picture to yourself the Christ, from whom emanates the 
Church. He converses with a blasphemer, then talks with an 
adulteress, or discourses with a miser. To Judas He gives a 
kiss of peace, and to a robber offers His paradise; 
and when He converses with sinners He speaks 
with such love 'that tears fill their eyes. This man 
should be profoundly acquainted with sorrow, when He thus 
melts for the afflicted, under the sun there never was man so 
unblessed with orphanage and want of protection. An entire 
people curse Him; one of His disciples betray, another denies, 
and all abandon Him; nor has He a drop of water to moisten 
His lips, nor a mouthful of bread to satisfy His hunger, nor 
a pillow upon which to rest His head. No agony was ever 
equal to what He suffered in the Garden, where all His pores 
sweated blood; then His face was stricken with blows, His 
body covered with a purple garment in mockery, and His 
brow crowned with thorns. He bore the weight of His cross, 
and fell to the ground many times, and ascended the side of 
Golgatha, followed by maddened crowds, who filled the air with 
their sinister vociferations; when He was raised on high, His 
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abandonment so increased that His very Father turned His , 
eyes from Him, and the angels who obeyed Him, shaded their 
alarmed faces with their wings, that they might not behold 
Him; even the superior part of His soul abandoned Plis hu- 
manity in that terrible moment of death, remaining serene 
and indifferent to all. And the crowds shook their heads and 
said: 'If Thou be the Son of God, come down from that cross.' 



Guizot's estimate of the Church's accomplishments during 
the "dark ages": 

"I believe I am not saying too much in affirming that it 
was by the Church Christendom was preserved in those ages. 
As to the conservative influences of civil government, of law, 
of opinion, they had absolutely no existence; in that very cri- 
sis, too, when it is certain that nothing but a society strongly 
organized — as was the Church — could have been able to cope 
with such disasters, and to come out victorious from such a 
hurricane. It was the Church with its institutions, its hier- 
achy, its power, that arranged itself firmly against the inter- 
nal dissolution of the ancient social order — against barbarism; 
it conquered the barbarians; it became the link, the medium, 
the propagating principle of civilizaton between the Roman 
world and the world of the barbarians." 

Voltaire, the arch-scoffer, says in his "Treatise on Intoler- 
ance," "That wherever there is a society religion is absolutely 
necessary." 

Rosseau, in "The Social Contract," observes "There was 
never a State formed without religion serving at its founda- 
tion." 

"Vinna — that Rome might be eternal, made her the Holy 
City." 

J 
Plato said, "That all human society is founded upon reli- 
gion." • 

Zenaphon said: "It is easier to build a city in the air than , 
to constitute a society without a belief in the gods." 
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Polybius declares that "Holy fear is more necessary in 
free States than in others."- 

Rosseau — again — "Modern Governments are undoubtedly 
indebted to Christianity, on one side, for the firmness of their 
authority, and on the other for the lengthened intervals -be- 
tween revolutions. Nor has her influence extended to this 
alone; for acting on themselves she has made them more 
humane. To become convinced of this we have only to com- 
pare them with ancient Governments." 

Montesquieu: "There is no doubt Christianity has crea- 
ted among us the political right we recognise in peace, and the 
right of nations we respect in war, for the benefit of which 
the human race shall never be sufficiently grateful." — Esprit 
de JJois, xxix., chap. 3. 



The Right Hon. Mr. Dalley, of Australia, in a speech de- 
livered at a banquet at Cabarita, some years ago, said: — 

"Apart from the triumph of your religion, your share in 
the civilization which we have reached is a very large one. 
You have softened the ferocity of manners, you have elevated 
the objects of society, founded and sustained institutions of 
charity, tended the afflicted and the suffering, received aban- 
doned childhood, at the cost of countless sacrifices educated 
your youth, kept the faith with courage and vigilance, and 
without offence — and now, after less than a century you can 
look proudly abroad and rejoice in the prospect which mani- 
fests the labours, the love and the victory of those who find 
at this board their not unworthy successors." 



The following is an extract from the obituary notice of the 
late Bishop of Brisbane in the Sydney "Freeman" of August 
20th, 1881 :— 

"The venerable and gifted prelate whose glorious privi- 
lege it was to plant our holy religion in Queensland, and under 
whose wise and beneficent rule the Catholic Church in that 
colony has in a most marvellous manner expanded itself and 
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gained each year fresh vigour and increased strength, influence, 
and impbrtance, finished his splendid apostolic career within 
•the past few days. He died at his palace, in Brisbane, at early 
morn on Thursday last, 18th instant. In the death of the Right 
Rev. Dr. James O'Quinn, the Catholic Church in Australia has 
sustained an incalculable loss. A great and impdsing figure 
has passed from our midst, and a life, the characteristics of 
which were purity, generosity, and noble unselfishness, is closed 
in peace, for ever. For over twenty years the Bishop of Bris- 
bane has" occupied a distinguished position in colonial society, 
and without the Church over which he has presided for so long/ 
there are thousands who, although disbelieving in the principles 
and teachings of our holy religion, have no sentiment other than 
one of mingled admiration and reverence for him who is no 
more. It would be impossible 3,t any, time to speak fittiiigly of 
such a life as that which has just ended, and the difficulty of 
the task is increased by the com'parative suddenness of his 
death, and the predominance of that silent and absorbing sorrow 
which so melancholy an event necessarily inspires. The saintly 
prelate, courageous and tender, cultured scholar, and courteous 
gentleman, is no more, but Dr. O'Quinn has left behind him in 
the far-stretching fields of his work noble monuments of his 
piety, his zeal, and his charity, and fragments of precept and 
example of conduct in various difficult situations^ — all tending 
to improve and enrich his followers — ^the golden gleanings of a 
great harvest. " 

The Sydney "Express" concludes its notice of the late 
Bishop of Brisbane as follows : — 

"He found upon his arrival twenty years ago two priests - 
ministering to about seven thousand Catholics ; he now leaves 
twenty-seven priests. There are fifteen convents of the Sisters 
of Mercy, an orphanage at Nudgee, and a convent of 
Christian Brothers. The Cathedral of St. Stephen is the 
finest architectural edifice in Brisbane. The amount of land 
provided for the future uses of religion by the deceased pre- 
late, who depended solely upon the generosity of his flock "for 
all the wants of religion, is said to be very large. He was, as 
most of bur readers will recollect, a man of striking presence, 
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refined, and dignified, and of the most engaging manners. His 
desire to conciliate those who differed from him in religion 
was very great, and he generally succeeded. His extraordin- 
ary influence over an Orange demonstration, purposely got up 
to lionize a kind of Chiniquy, caused immense amusement at 
the time. He went to the meeting at Ipswich, made a speech 
at the dinner, and by his tact and affability disconcerted com- 
pletely the promoters of disorder. His loss will cause a void, 
not only in the Church, but in society generally, amongst our 
northern neighbours, which will long be felt." 

The Melbourne "Advocate" of August 27th, 1881, pays 
the following high tribute to the memory of the late Bishop : — \ 

"It is with extreme regret we have to announce the death 
of the Right Rev. James O'Quinn, Bishop of Brisbane. His 
Lordship had been ailing for some time past. Recently, while 
on his way to attend the opening ceremonies pf the Cathedral 
at Hobart, his Lordship took suddenly ill, and had to return. 
After a time Dr. O'Quinn recovered, and was restored to ap- 
parently good health. His friends anticipated that his life 
would be long spared to preside over his people, by whom he 
is beloved. One of his last appearances in public was at a 
meeting in Brisbane in aid of the Land League. On, that occa- 
sion his Lordship made a powerful appeal on behalf of the dis- 
tressed Irish tenants. His action in that movement has en- 
deared him to his countrymen in Australia, and the news of 
his death will evoke heartfelt prayers for the eternal repose 

of his soul It will be the mournful office of 

the able Catholic journal published in Brisbane to recount 
particularly how much the Right Rev. Dr. James O'Quinn has 
done for Catholicity in Queensland, but it would ill become 
us tc.aUow this mournful occasion to pass without making some 
reference to his labours and sacrifices as a tribute of respect 
to his memory. He was the first Bishop of a remote Aus- 
tralian See, and the mention of that fact will convey to most 
people, here and elsewhere, an idea of the hardships his Lord- 
ship had to endure, and the difficulties he had to. overcome. 
The work which the young prelate had to encounter may bs 
compared to the building of a great castle in a wide desert of 
sand where there were no stones or other materials. Yet he 
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I 
was undaunted by the prospect;, he created the materials he 
needed. He multiplied tenfold the small congregation over 
whom he had been called to watch and govern; he inspired 
them with his own zeal and strong faith, and from small be- 
ginnings he achieved great results. Two pictures — ^one of 
what Brisbane was in 1861, the Other of what it is in 1881 — 
would bear strong, though inadequate testimony to what this 
much-lamented bishop accomplished in twenty years; for in 
the cathedral city of to-day there are several splendid and 
enduring monuments of his piety, his zeal, and unflagging 
energy in the service of God. But to that mute testimony 
should be added a record of his life, to convey anything like 
an adequate idea of the prodigious labour he underwent to 
build up the Church in his young diocese. Had he not been 
a man capable of extraordinary physical endurance. Dr. James 
O'Quinn could never have gone through such exhausting acd 
long^coutinued labours in a semi-tropical climate; therefore, 
deeply as we now deplore his death, we cannot be surprised 
that it has come so soon. As a respected clergyman has pithily 
remarked to us, his Lordship 's labours and the ^climate have 
killed him. To his brother, the reverend Bishop of Bathurst, 
we respectfully offer our condolences. In the human being 
natural affection cannot be repressed, but in this case there 
are happy reflections which should assuage the grief of sur- 
viving relations, and in some measure console them for the 
loss they have sustained." 

The following is an extract from the notice in the Bris- 
bane "Courier" of August 19th, 1881:— 

"When he (Dr. O'Quinn) came here he found four 
churches, four schools, and a debt of £1250, and he threw him- 
self with energy into the task of building up the Roman 
'Catholic Church in Queensland. What his success has '-feen 
is known to all colonists, and the activity he displayed led 
to the jocular saying among non-Catholic colonists that this 
was likely to be known in future as Quinn's land. The debt 
of the Church soon became a thing of the past. Churches, 
.schools, and convents were built, and property was rapidly 
accumulated. Under his guidance the Roman Catholic Church 
took a very high place among the religious denominations, 
but the Bishop was ,very successful in disarming the suspicion 
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and hostility of its rivals. Although never abating the high 
claims of the Koman Catholic Church, and never failing to 
assert its dignity, he yet managed to enlist the cordial sym- 
pathies and enjoy the warm friendship of numbers of very 
staunch Protestants. The kindness and assistance he received 
from so many Protestant colonists, which he gratefully ac- 
knowledged in his report on the state of the diocese to Car- 
dinal Barnabo, Prefect of the Propaganda, wa« in great mea- 
sure due to the goodwill which he had personally gained. Oa 
two memorable occasions Bishop O'Quinn exerted his influence 
over his own people to the advantage of the community. 
Once, at Charters Towers, he helped to quell a riot excited by 
a local grievance, which might have led to bloodshed, and 
again in November, 1874. On that occasion, a riot, which had 
taken place in Ipswich during the delivery of a lecture by the 
Rev. Mr. Porteus, a prominent Orangeman, had excited much 
angry sectarian feeling. It happened that a great Orange 
picnic had been arranged to take place immediately after- 
wards at Oxley, and it was feared that a disturbance might 
take place. Bishop O'Quinn successfully exerted his ecclesias- 
tical influence with his co-religionists to prevent them from 
interfering with the excursionists, and thus avoided a collision. 
And he himself went to Oxley, and took part in the picnic, 
making one or two good-humoured and witty speeches, and 
producing an impression which did much to remove the ill- 
feeling which the riot had caused. Bishop 'Quinn was a man 
of cultured and refined tastes, and as a classical scholar he 
took high rank. When taking part in the great gathering 
of Roman Catholic dignitaries at the cumenical Council his 
abilities and scholarship distinguished him even in that bril- 
liant and learned assemblage. But his scholarship did not 
dull the keenness of his natural sympathies. He was essen- 
tially an Irish priest, and shared the fervidly, patriotic spirit 
of his people. At the CHDonnell centenary, in a burst of en- 
thusiasm, he declared that he would assume the prefix 0, 
which he claimed the right to use, and has ever since been 
known as O'Quinn. On the occasion of the Irish famine, and 
recently in connection with the Land League, he came 
promptly to the front ; and whatever opmion may be gener- 
ally entertained concerning the wisdom he displayed in thus^ 
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identifying himself with the League movement, there can be no 
doubt of the patriotic zeal it indicated. ' ' , 

The "Northern Argus," of August 18th, 1881, wrote as 
follows : — 

"It is with much regret we announce the death of the 
Right Rev. James O'Quinn, Roman Catholic Bishop of Bris- 
bane, who died after a short illness, at his palace, Brisbane, at 
half -past one o'clock on Thursday morning. ... Shortly 
after his arrival in Queensland, he began that active career 
which rendered him so useful a colonist, and raised his Church 
to the influential position it now occupies. He was one of the 
large land-owners in the colony, all of which property he has 
bequeathed to the diocese. ... Of a genial, affable dis- 
position. Bishop O'Quinn was deservedly popular with those 
who had the privilege of his intimate acquaintance, and among 
them were numbered many not of his Church. He was bene- 
volent and disinterested. He was an unwearied worker in 
the cause of his Church, but he never made himself conspicuous 
by intolereuce, or by placing himself in antagonism to any 
creed or class, or to the Government under which he lived and 
honoured. Animated by a kindly spirit, and directed by a 
judgment rarely at fault. Dr. O'Quinn won, rather than com- 
mandfed, the respect of the community ; and we can pay him 
no higher tribute than by saying that he will be affectionately 
remembered, and that it will be difiScult to fill his place as 
worthily." 

Speaking of the death of the- Bishop, the Rockhampton 
"BuUetin" said:— 

"When the news was circulated in Rockhampton, very 
general sympathy was manifested, as, though some may have 
had occasion to differ from certain of the deceased prelate's 
views, he was universally regarded ^s being thoroughly con- 
scientious, straightforward, and indefatigable in the further- 
ance of the interests of the Church to which he wholly be- 
longed. . . . From his youth he was destined for the 
Church ; and so, it may be added, were two of his brothers — 
the elder being at present parish priest of Kingstown, near 
Dublin, and the younger one occupying the more important 
position of Bishop of Bathurst, New South Wales. Shortly 
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after having been ordained, the subject of this notice under- 
took the charge of a high-class private school in Harcourt 
street, Dublin, to which his scholarly attainments speedily at- 
tracted a large number of the sons of the leading gentlemen 
residing not only in the capital but many miles away from it. 
On the 29th" June, 1859, he was consecrated in Dublin, and he 
lost no time in making preparations for removing to his see 
in the then comparatively unknown northern portion of Aus- 
tralia. He first visited Eome and the Continent generally in 
search of clergymen and religieuse to accompany him to his 
see ; and he was fortunate enough to secure five of the former 
and five of the latter, with whom, in December, 1860, he em- 
barked at Liverpool in the Donald Mackay, and after touching 
at Melbourne and Sydney, arrived at Brisbane in May, 1861. 
He was almost immediately after joined by two other volun- 
teers — one of whom is the Very Rev. Dean Murlay, — ^who is 
at present in charge of the Rockhampton district, and who 
deeply mourns the loss of his chief. On arriving in his wide- 
spread diocese. Dr. O'Quinn found it containing only two 
Roman Catholic clergymen, two churches, and two very small 
schools, connected witht he same denomination.Mainly through 
his indomitable energy, he lived to see thirty-two clergymen, 
over sixty religieuse, of both sexes,engaged in Roman Catholic 
education, churches and schools of the same denomination in 
all centres of population, and two orphanages — one in Bris- 
bane and the other in Maekay-^whieh are looked upon as 
models of their kind. He was justly regarded as worthy of 
the exalted position he h^ld in the Church. His learning, 
piety, and zeal made him a pattern to his clergy generally. 
Possessed of a firm conviction of the Divine mission of the 
'Church, the late prelate never wearied in his endeavours to 
promote her interests. His anxiety for the goodly upbringing 
of the young brought him into collision with the civil authori- 
ties ; but he advocated the princples he held on the subject 
with a, dignity and power that comm-anded a respect where 
they did not produce conviction. An address upon the opera- 
tions of the Land League recently exposed his Lordship's senti- 
ments to much hostile criticism ; but while, like others, we 
thought that the expressions used were ill-timed and calculated 
to do harm, we felt they were dictated by a sincere and warm 
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interest in the material and spiritual prosperity of his countiy- 
men at home. Many who do not belong to the Roman Catholic 
Church will sympathise with the members of it in the great 
sorrow they must feel at the removal of one whose labours in 
the colony they must appreciate, and whose character and 
ministrations have won their love and reverence." 

The Maryborough "Chronicle" wrote as follows: — 
' ' Our telegraphic columns record the death of that amiable 
and zealous prelate, Bishop O'Quinn, who has for upwards of • 
twenty years stood at the head of the Catholic Church in 
Queensland. The name of the deceased prelate will always be 
identified with the organisation and development of religious 
activity within the Church he was appointed to govern, and 
whose interests he ever guarded with a zeal and energy which 
won involuntarily admiration even from those who are most 
strongly opposed to her tenets. But Bishop O'Quinn was not 
only an uncompromising champion of the rights claimed for 
his Church. He was a tolerant, liberal-minded Christian in^ 
more than the ecclesiastical sense of the word, and his memory 
will long be revered by a large and sorrowing circle of those 
who, without distinction of class or creed, have enjoyed the 
privilege of his friendship, or received substantial proofs of the 
large-souled charity that infused his every thought and action. 
Eequiescat in pace !" 

The "Bundaberg and Mount Perry Mail," of August 19, 
said: — 

' ' Shortly before t\f o o 'clock yesterday morning, the Eight 
Rev. James O'Quinn, Roman Catholic Bishop of Brisbane, 
breathed his last. For over twenty years he pursued his call- 
ing with an energy of purpose and liberality of disposition 
that won for him the good opinion of those outside his own 
communion and the love of the majority of those within it. 
He was a generous-minded man, free from those restricted 
views ,that often obscure the best points in clerical manhood, 
and on more than one occasion by his tact a;nd kindly spirit he 
turned aside the angry passions of the Orangemen and Roman 
Catholics, and prevented these bodies from colliding. The 
Bishop's pacific efforts were notably successful in this way at 
Charters Towers in 1872, and at Ipswich in 1874, when cruel 
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and un-Australian riots were imminent. Bishop Q'Quirin has 
been closely identified with this colony from its foundation, and 
while losing no opportunity of extending the ramifications of 
his Churchy at much personal risk and travel, throughout^ his 
vast diocese, he did so in a gentlemanly spirit, and withut inter- 
fering with the operations of other denominations. There are 
many who, although differing with the deceased prela,te in 
theological opinions, could not but admire him as a genial- 
hearted colonist. Requiescat in pace !" 

The following is an extract from the notice in the ' ' Towns- 
ville Herald" of August 20 :— 

"The news of the illness and death of this distinguished 
prelate cast a gloom over the Catholics of Townsville that 
will take some time to dispel. The difficulties he had to en- 
counter, and the energy he displayed in overcoming them, will 
be partially understood when it is known that when he came 
to the colony there were only three priests and two churches in 
the diocese. There were neither Catholic schools nor convents. 
When he died there were over thirty priests, about sixty 
churches, and one hundred and fifty Sisters of Mercy, besides 
which Catholic schools have been firmly established in every 
centre of population in the colony. About five years ago he 
introduced that excellent teaching order, the Christian 
Brothers, who have succeeded in establishing a first-class school 
in Gregory Terrace, Brisbane, which is well attended, and 
which will always remain as a monument of the zeal and 
energy of the Right Rev. Prelate who has departed. He also 
established two Catholic Orphanages in the colony — ^at Nudgee 
and at Mackay. There are about two hundred children at the 
former, and we are sure that in no part of the colony will his 
death be more deeply regretted than by the poor little orphans 
at Nudgee, for his solicitude for their comfort and .welfare and 
his kindly disposition was calculated to inspire them with feel- 
ings of respect and love. 

"Bishop O'Quinn had good business capacity, and his re- 
markable foresight in securing property for church purposes 
will be of great advantage to the diocese in the future. In 
every place which was likely to become a centr-e of population 
he has secured land suitable as sites for orphanages, convents, 
schools, &c., the greater part of which was acquired out of the 
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revenue set apart for the support of the Bishop of the diocese. 
His continuous and consistent advocacy of denominational edu- 
cation won the admiration of a large number of opponents of 
the system. So ample were the means he provided, that when 
State aid was withdrawn at the commencement of the present 
year, not one of the Catholic schools was closed on that account. 
On the contrary, several new ones have been opened since. The 
deceased was highly respected by the priests and laity of his 
own denomination, as well as by a large circle of friends of all 
religious persuasions." t 

The nation that does not honour the names of her worthy 
sons, and keep them in perpetual commemoration is not 
worthy of being called a nation. Ireland could never be accus- 
ed of forgetfulness in this matter, for the names of her 
distinguished sons as well as of those humbler ones, who, 
though noted for any of those possessions or 
qualities which make men distinguished, still, by the sacrifice 
of their lives for Ireland have proved the depth and strength 
of their devotion to the mother land, will go down through the 
ages cherished and blessed in the memories of Erin's sons 
and their descendants. Allen, Larkin, and O'Brien, the three 
young tradesmen who went to the gallows in Manchester 
with the words "God save Ireland!" on their lips, will be 
just as long remembered with love by Irishmen as Grattan, 
Curran, O'Connell, Fitzgerald or even Robert Emmett. 
Amongst the names of men whose talents, devotion, services, 
or sacrifices have shed lustre oh Irish history, we do not be- 
lieve there is one who can put forth a, stronger claim on the 
gratitude of Ireland's children that he whose name heads this 
article. The work of others may have been more showy, more 
brilliant, more temporarily advantageous; but to not one of 
Erin's most devoted sons, need Edmund Ignatius Rice yield 
place, if we consider the greatness of his sacrifice, the nobility 
of his work, its importance to his native land, and the im- 
mense blessings he has brought upon his countrymen and their 
children. O'Connell 's work was glorious; Father Mathew's 
magnificent ; but Rice 's, though not so likely to attract public 
attention, was more lasting in its effects. The good work he 
inaugurated, and for forty years carried on, is perpetuated 
to the present day. by his sons, and with God's help will go 
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on for centuries, eontimiirig the good work which he so un- 
selfishly began. At the age of forty, in the prime of life, pos- 
sessing health, riches, honourable position, great talents, the 
world seemed very alluring; and still, love of God and of his 
country made him turn aside from all that makes life pleasant 
and devote himself, his wealth, and his talents for the forty- 
four years of life that remained to the service of the poor and 
neglected children of his native land. It this be not true 
patriotism as well as highest virtue, we should like to know 
what is. Certainly, he did not court death at the cannon's 
mouth or make opposing senates listen to the wrongs of his 
native land; but he did what was infinitely harder — he devo- 
ted the best years of his life, the wealth he had won, the 
talents he possessed to the thankless, difficult, hidden, and 
self-sacrificing work of trying to raise the youth of Ireland 
from the abyss of ignorance into which the cruel laws of 
England had plunged them. If ever there was an Irish pat- 
riot, then Edmund Ignatius Eice was one. If ever a son of 
Ireland made sacrifices :?or the land he loved, then he did; 
and if ever men laid down their lives cheerfully to advance 
the cause of Motherland, then Ignatius Kiee must be counted 
amongst the foremost of that noble band. Again I assert that 
amongst the best, the noblest, the most devoted of Erin's 
sons, not one is more deserving of a higher, richer, a more 
honourable place, or a more enduring fame than Edmund 
Ignatius Eice, founder of the Irish Christian Brothers. 

During the past year accounts have come to hand of the 
magnificent demonstrations in all the cities of Ireland, which 
marked the centenary of the foundation of the order of the 
Irish Christian Brothers ; Dublin, Cork, and Waterf ord, where 
the order was founded, endeavoured to surpass one another 
in the splendour of the celebration. The cardinals, arch- 
bishops, bishops, priests, mayors, corporations, all united in 
these wonderful demonstrations. The late Pope Leo sent 
special blessings and congratulations, and well might Edmund 
Ignatiils Eice, from his throne in heaven, look down with pride 
on the success with which God was pleased to crown the work 
he had so humbly commenced 100 years ago. Prom amongst 
the many tributes to Brother Ignatius Eice and his work, I 
select one, the sermon delivered by the Very Eev. "W. J. Mul- 
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chay, P.P., Groom, County Limerick, in the Cathedral of Water- 
ford, the city in which Edmund Ignatius Rice lived, worked, 
and died; and I select it because I believe that for elevation 
of thought and beauty of diction, it could not be surpassed. ' 

THE SERMON. 

After the First Gospel the Very Rev. W. J. Mulcahy, P.P., 
'Croagh, Croom, County Limerick, ascended the pulpit and 
preached the centenary sermon. 

He took for his text: — "By their fruits shall you know 
them."— St. Matth. vii., 16. 

"My Lord Bishop, Rev. Fathers, and dear brethren in 
Christ, — We are assembled in God's presence, and under the 
guidance of His gracp to celebrate a memorable event — ^to 
commemorate the centenary of the foundation of a great in- 
stitute, an institute which has written an imperishable name 
in letters of gold in the religious and educational history of 
our country. You have already named it — it is the Institute 
of the Irish Christian Brotherhood. This is a day of joy for 
your good bishop and his zealous clergy, who, as is well knovirn, 
are ever ready to give a helping hand to all who work honestly 
for God er country. This is a d^y of joy for the people of 
this city, who are justly proud that the sainted founder of a 
great institute lived and died in their midst, and who, during 
the century of its existence, have clung to his followers with 
unswerving fidelity. This is a day of joy for the Irish nation, 
who owes this Brotherhood a debt she can never repay. This 
is a day of joy for our race scattered ovei: every clime, for 
many of the exiles of Erin who have gone forth from the 
Christian Schools, are all bearing with them the priceless 
pearl of a religious education. This is a day of joy even in 
the Eternal City, where the venerable Vicar of Christ, bowed 
with years, but ripe in intellect, in the sagacity of his wisdom^ 
has thought fit to summon from this fair land of St. Patrick, 
the soils of this learned Brotherhood, to help him in the very 
centre of Christendom, to keep the lamp of learning (of which 
He is a patron) burning brightly, and, by the better diffusion 
of religious knowledge, to baffle the oily tongue of the prosely- 
tiser — to stay the evil work of the enemies of our faith. This, 
in a word, is a day of joy for all who love virtue, appreciate 
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self-sacrifice, and honour great intellectual achievements. 
Most willingly and joyfully have I come from a distant part 
of the See of St. Munehin to join with prfelate, priest, and 
people to do honour to this great Brotherhood; to offer my 
humble tribute to their exalte4 work; to ask you to pause, 
and stand still for a moment, and cast your eyes backward 
for a hundred years of trial and toil, of labour and suffering, 
but still of conquest and victory; of conquest over self, the 
noblest conquest of man, and of victory of human souls for 
God; that seeing all this you may glorify your Father in 
heaven; that you may bend down and adore the great God 
fbr the wonders He has wrought through this noble Institute 
to your city, to our country,, to our race, yea, and to the Church 
of God in every land. But what can I say, in the poverty of 
my though-ts, and the smallness of miy opportunity, offer 
worthy of the cause and the occasion that has called us here? 
"You will allow me to ask two questions, the answer 
to which will touch a chord in your generous hearts: Who are 
the Irish Chriistian Brothers and what is their work ? 'By their 
fruits ye shall know them,' is the standard of eternal truth, 
and by this standard we will judge them. Living^ as we are 
in the twentieth century, and enjoying (at least, for the most 
part) the blessings of religious freedom, we can scarcely realise 
the dreadful state of Irish Catholics before and at the open- 
ing for the nineteenth., It was a state to sicken and sadden the 
hearts of angels. Every means that human ingenuity could 
devise or diabolical malice suggest was tried to rob our people 
of their ancient faith, and extinguish the lamp of learning. 
Laws were passed, more inhuman than those which disgraced' 
the Pagan Empire of ancient Rome. The most celebrated of 
British statesmen, describing the penal code, has said that it 
was 'a machine of a wise and elaborate contrivance as welT 
fitted for the oppression, impoverishment, and degradation of 
a people, and the debasement in them of human nature itself 
as ever proceeded from the perverted ingenuity of man.' It 
was a code that denied Irish 'Catholics the right to educate 
their children at home under the penalty of civil death and 
with a refinement of cruelty unparalleled in the history of 
nations; they were forbidden under the same dire disability 
to seek education abroad. They were excluded from all the 
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liberal professions. By a species of iniquity hitherto unknown 
the closest family ties were sought to be severed, the basest 
principles of human nature were conjured up like demons, to 
arm the son against father, brother against brother, wife 
against husband. They were bribed to raise the standard of 
revolt one against the other. If the dissolute sons of a wealthy 
Catholic professed himself a Protestant, the profligate and 
unnatural boy was immediately embraced, rewarded, and en- 
riched by a demoralising Government with a third of his par- 
ents ' wealth, and this though the wretched lad was only in 
his 14th year. The monasteries-^the homes of piety and learn- 
ing — ^were suppressed, and their lands, the patrimony of the 
poor, given over to ruthless adventurers. The altars 6f the 
nation's Faith were torn down, and the churches of the living 
God were desecrated. The vengeance of the law pursued our 
forefathers even to the grave, for by an Act of William and 
Mary, they were forbidden to bury their dead in Catholic ceme- 
teries. Not content with tl;iese infamous acts of irrational 
tyranny, the legislature went further still. A price was put 
on the priest's head — it was the same as that of the wolf — anji 
it was crime punishable with death or exile to perform the 
most sacred rites of our holy religion. It was only in the lonely 
cave by the deep sea or on the mountain side, or in the silent 
valley, the Holy Sacrifice could be offered. The blood, too, 
of Ireland's sons flowed freely on the scaffold in testimony of 
the faith once delivered to the saints, and all this went on for 
centuries. Enactments almost equal in severity were passed 
against the schoolmaster. By the 8th of Anne it was a felony^ 
_ gracious heaven! for a Catholic to act as a teacher, usher, or 
mionitor ; and, as I have said, it was civil death for a Catholic 
child to be educated by any such masters. The distracted 
Catholic often saw his children torn from his loving arms to 
be educated at his expense in a religion which he abhorred. 
Should a Catholic, with jf view to religious instruction, shelter 
a priest or friar, who was then as he is now, the pioneer of 
education, he was harassed with pecuniary penalties for the 
first offence and subjected for the third to the confiscation of 
all his property. Statute after statute, penalty after penalty, 
was rained upon the people. 
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'Still crouching 'neath. the sheltering hedge or stretched 
on mountain fern, 

The teaijher and his pupil met, feloniously to learn ! ' 
The man who points the finger of blame or scorn at the Irish 
for their "ignorance" is himself ignorant of the history of our 
eduntry. In whatever else they may be amenable to censUre 
or reproach, in the matter of education the Irish are not culprits, 
but victims of British misrule in this land. That hideous code 
of penal laws, of which it is difficult to speak wth calmness, 
was almost in full force, at least in effect, at the beginning 
of the 19th century, a code of which the statesmanlike and 
scholarly pen of Montesquieu, the calm purist, was prompted 
to write, 'that it could have been written out only by the 
devils; that it ought to be written in blood; and the only place 
to register i,t was in hell.' Yet in face of this we are coolly 
asked from across the Channel what we have to forgive. We 
have more to forgive than any nation under the broad canopy 
of heaven. But forgiveness is our creed. "We hold out to all 
who are ready to grasp it the right hand of fellowship. The 
great Dr. Doyle (known as J.K.L.) was once asked, 'Where 
are the martyrs of Ireland?' Stooping down and catching up 
a handful of clay and holding it aloft, he said, 'Here are the 
martyrs of Ireland. ' Yes, the very soil you tread is soddened 
with the blood of your martyred forefathers. Par be it from 
me to seek to rekindle smouldering embers of religion or ra^'al 
enmity. But on an occasion like the present it is necessary 
to recall the past and point the moral. The Irishman who dies 
not love his country is either sunken in the depths of ignorance 
or is dead to the instincts of humanity which command us to 
love our native land. And what land like Ireland? Coming 
from a city which was never conquered — it was only betrayed 
— I am proud that the 'urbs intacta' is to the forefront in the 
struggle for legislative independence. These were the dark 
and evil days in which a prosperous and wealthy merchant 
of this city, then in the zenith of his prosperity, was inspired 
by God to rally round the fallen standard of the Cross-^o 
throw in his life and his lot with our persecuted, prostrate, 
wounded, bleeding, but still living and ever glorious Irish 
Church. So dark and evil were those days that when Edmund 
Ignatius Bice (for that was the name of your noble fellow: 
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citizen), who, born some 38 years previously in "Callan, in the 
sister county of Kilkenny, which has the honour of giving 
him birth, and resolved in 1800 to renounce the world, he po^ld 
not find in the whole kingdom a single monastic institution in 
which he could consummate the sacrifice. Great God! what 
a commentary on the crucible of suffering through which our 
nation has passed! A dweller in the land of monasticism, in 
the Island of Saints, to which men and maidens flocked from 
every land, which was covered with monastic institutions, 
numerous almost as the stars that stud the firmament, seeking 
in vain for a religious home where he might devote his life to 
God ! Where were now those holy dwellings from which the 
sweet sound of prayer, and the swelling note of psalmody, were 
at morn, at noon, and at eve, wafted on the breeze over the 
hills and the valleys of our land ? "Where now was Dangor 
and Derry and Armagh ? Where was Clonard and Clonmac- 
noise ? Where was Kildare and Glendalough ? Where was 
Durrow and- Arran and Clonf ert ? Where was Eoss and Innis- 
f alien ? Where was St. Pinbarr's on the lovely Lee ? Where 
was your own Lismore on the classic Blaekwater ? Where was 
my own Mungret, with its 15,000 religious, on the lordly Shan- 
non? My tongue would tire to recount them all. Ah! their 
mouldering ruins and grass-grown floors and moss-grown walls 
and dismantled towers spoke sadly and speak so still, of the 
days when an alien creed and an alien race stilled the voice of 
public prayer, hushed the note of praise, and sought to extin- 
guish the lamp of learning, and tried, thank God in vain, to 
root the tree of Faith from the Irish heart.. Yes, it had come 
to that, the land of monasticism could not boast of a single 
monastic institution. It is no wonder that Irish history is 
strictly interdicted in the so-called National schools of our 
country. If circumstances like these were recorded and re- 
counted, the very stones of the walls would cry out against the 
system of tyranny that for centuries oppressed and sought to 
extinguish our religion and our race. When I think of the 
past and when I think of the present — when I look over this 
fair city and over this fair land, and see it covered with re- 
ligious institutions, which, notwithstanding all our poverty, and 
oppression,, and persecution, bid fair to rival the glories of the 
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past, I cannot help saying Ireland is a miracle. Our enemies 
thought they left her dead. But, thank God^ she is neither dead 
nor sleepeth. Like Christ she has risen from the tomb, leaving 
after her the cerements of her mortality, and like Him, she is 
glorious in her resurrection. 

Prom 1800 to 1802 Edmund Ignatius Rice wavered as to 
where and how he could best devote his life to God. Inclina- 
tion strongly led him to seek the religious life in Rome and in 
the Order of St. Augustine, of which his brother was a dis- 
tinguished ornament. And while so wavering, a holy voice 
spoke to him ; it was like the voice of the Lord speaking to the 
prophet on Mount Horeb, bidding him to stay and consecrate 
his life to God in holy Ireland, and devote it to the teaching of 
God's desolate and destitute poor. The words fell not on deaf 
ears. Seeing the boys of this city running wild through the 
streets and lanes, ignorant alike of human and divine know- 
ledge ; extending the gaze of his mental vision over the whole 
land and seeing everywhere the same sad state of things ; see- 
ing, 4oo, our noble Irish clergy, who in stress and storm were 
never found wanting, in those days few in number and harassed 
by pastoral cares, he formed the magnanimous resolution to 
devote his wealth and his life to the service and saving of God's 
poor. As he. moved through your city and saw everywhere 
groups of neglected children, those words rang in his ears — it 
was the voice of God speaking to him : "Go and rescue these 
poor boys from their miserable condition." He heard, too, in 
spirit, the poor Irish children from every part crying out to him 
and pleading for the education so long denied them, and fer- 
vently did he cry out, "Behold I come." No doubt there were 
in those days State schools to which the Irish could go ; but it 
would be at the sacrifice of their Faith. The Free schools, the 
Royal schools, the Erasmus Smith, Hibernian, and Charter 
schools, all were founded for one foul purpose, "to wean the 
Irish youth from Popery." The Irish youth preferred to re- 
main in ignorance than renounce the faith of their fathers. It 
was not that they cared little for education ; they passionately 
worshipped it, yearned for it, as the blind long to see the 
wonders of the earth and skies which they hear of but cannot 
realise. They dared the penalties of the seventh of William 
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in., which made it civil death for a "Popish child" to be sent 
to school in foreign parts, and they returned in the smuggling, 
craft and stealthily taught school in the face of death and 
danger. Yes, the Irish always loved learning, but they loved 
more their unconquerable Faith. This was the sad state of our 
country when Edmund Ignatius Eice nobly stepped into the 
breach to do battle for the dause of Faith, Learning, and Father- 
land. Single-handed, aided by a few secular teachers he opened 
a school in New Street. Crosses, which- are never wanting to 
thwart God's work and which are a sure sign of Satan's anger 
and of God's approval, rose up round him on every side. But 
the man of God is not daunted by difficulties or even dangers. 
His motto is "Onward and Forward." Onward with God's 
work ; forward to heaven. So it was with Edmund Ignatius 
Eice. His secular teachers soon grew tired and abandoned 
him. but this noble soul never faltered. God sent him others 
who asked no return but to be admitted to the religious life — no/ 
other fee or earthly reward save "to spend themselves and be 
spent" in the service of God's poor. And such are the noble 
principles animating to this day his devoted followers. 

On the 1st June, 1802, just one hundred years ago — oh, 
golden day for IreRind, yea, and for our race — yea, and for the 
Church of God in every land, the foundation stone of the first 
Christian Brothers' Monastery was laid by the Most Eev. Dr. 
Hussey. Looking round, the saintly prelate was so struck by 
the resemblance which the spot on which he stood, overlooking 
the city of Waterford, bore to Mount Sion in Jerusalem, called 
"The Holy Hill," that he named it Mount Sion, and by that 
name, hallowed by the golden memories of a hundred years, it 
is known to-day. Under the magic influence of the Irish 
Christian Brothers, and the never-to-be-forgotten generosity of 
the people of this city— a city so devoted to God and country in 
dark and evil days, that it was -called "Parva Eoma," a minia- 
ture. Eomq, the modest monastery has grown into colossal pro- 
portions, and there it stands a monument to the piety and 
generosity of the people of this city— a monument to the power 
and prosperity of the Irish Christian Brotherhood — an intellec- 
tual centre, radiating the light of religion and of knowledgcall 
round till it has come to pass that monastery and schools form 
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one and not the least of the many and noble institutions that 
are the crown and the pride of your city and the glory of our 
country. Here i!n this city — and you are justly proud of it— 
•W^as sown the good seed which has fructified a hundredfold, 
which, like the mustard seed of the Gospel, has spread its 
branches far and wide. There on Mount Sion— oh, your eyes 
should often turn to it with joy and reverence, for it was 
hallowed by the footprints of a saint — ^is the cra,dle of a great 
Institute. There, I say, on "Holy Hill," your noble fellow- 
citizen gathered round him a few earnest, devoted followers, 
■virho formed the nucleus of what is now a mighty organisation— 
an organisation which is to be found in more than 60 cities and 
towns of our land — an organisation which has spread itself into 
almost every land, which is to-day to be found in Bath and 
Bristol, in Gibraltar, Kome, Newfoundland, and in all the great 
centres of distant Australia, New Zealand, under the burning 
suns, and in the inhospitable climate of India, even in South 
Africa, where in the late war of murderous massacre the 
Brothei-s had to bear the hardships and dangers of the siege of 
Kimberley. Yes, they have gone into almost every land, bear- 
ing with them and holding aloft the sacred standard of the 
'Cross — a shining light in their own lives scattering through 
colleges, day-schools, industrial schools, and orphanages, every- 
where, and by evfery means, the pi^iceless blessings of a religious 
education. "Well, indeed, may the hearts of the Irish Christian 
Brothers go out to-day in gratitude to God. And they do go 
out to Him in this august ceremonial, whose object is not the 
pride and pomp of vain display (if it were I should ,not be 
here), but to give praise and glory to Him, without whose help 
no good work can prosper — to thank Him for the wondprs He 

has wrought in and through them — to themselves, to their 
country, to their race, yea, and to their fellowmen of every 
race and colour. And they cry out through my humble voice 
— (may it surge up before the great white throne of the 
Eternal) — may God be glorified. He has blessed and pros- 
pered us. 'By their fruits you shall know them.' I don't think 
you will find in the whole range of Christian history a work 

mofe clearly marked by the impress of Divine design, and 
sealed' with the sanction of Heaven than the institution and 
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extension of the Irish Christian Brothers. Nor do we see any 
sign that their power and prosperity is on the wane. On the 
contrary everything points to the fact, and it is a glorious fact 
for our country, that it is 6n the cresceiit. The Irish pe6ple 
have their faults, and they have been numbered a thousand 
times ; but their faults are more than redeemed by the splend- 
our of their virtues. And whatever be their failings, tjie sin of 
ingratitude has never, even by our enemies, been accounted 
a national vice. Through good and ill report, in the sunshine, 
of prosperity and in the dark days of adversity and persecu- 
tion, our nation has ever clung with such affection to its bene- 
factors as to make in the eyes of adverse critics our f ery fidelity 
in this respect assume the proportion of a national weakness. 
No more abiding example of this laudable characteristic is to 
be found than in the touching esteem almost amounting to 
veneration with which the Christian Brothers are regarded 
from one end of the island to the other. , ' 

' I say nothing of the Irish priest, but this I may say in 
passing, that the respect and affection of the Irish people for 
the priest (which is most marked in your city) is one of the 
traditional glories of our country. The Irish nation knows 
what the Christian Brothers have done and dared and are doing 
for the highest interests in time and eternity. Consequently 
she will neVer desert them, nay, her affection will ever be with 
them. Nor is all the honour to be placed to the credit side 
of the nation's account. Speaking from conviction and inti- 
mate knowledge I do not fear to assert that a nobler work 
was never undertaken by so self-sacrificing a band of workers 
and never was that work more nobly performed. From five 
o'clock in the morning, in the dark depths of winter as well as 
in the sunlight of summer, to a late hour at night, their minds 
are on the stretch to teach and to learn. After long, laborious 
hours in the schoolroom, they drink at the fountains of know-, 
ledge, which in our day are so vast and varied. And for what, 
purpose? In order that they may the better fit your sons — 
the sons of our glorious Irish nation — for a high place in 
Heaven, and make them in this life second to none in the 
struggle for intellectual pre-eminence. The ambition of the 
Irish Christian Brothers is to make our nation what she was 
in the past; what, with God's blessing she will be more and 
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more in the future, nay, what she is in the present, notwith- 
standing the denial of justice by an alien Government; she is 
in the highest characteristics that can adorn a people without 
a peer among the nations. Every obstacle that godless ingen- 
uity could devise has been placed in her path, yet to-day we 
find that the pestiferous tide of Socialism and unbelief which 
is sweeping over the sister islands is as far as ever from our 
shores. Discontent is the father of scepticism; it in turn is 
th« parent of unbelief, and hence it is we find to-day that 
among the toiling English masses, where godless education 
reigns supreme, all the 'isms' under which they are classed, 
stand as synonyras for infidelity. And not only Socialism 
and infidelity, but Anarchism in its worst form, is rife and 
rampant — has snapped the very foundations of society in 
the Continent of Europe. The same demion-like spirit has 
found a foothold, as the murder of the late President shows, 
in the Continent of America. 

""We cannot disguise from ourselves the fact that outside 
our own country a mighty earthquake has begun to shake the 
moral grounds on which society is based. Infidelity boldly 
raises its head, scoffing at all religions. Society is rent by 
secret associations of vast magnitude, ■whose avowed object" 
is to level the throne as well as the altar. Authority in every 
form is despised. The monarchs of the earth may no longer walk 
the streets of their own capitals. Their imperial palaces are 
paved with dynamite, and a careful supervision must be exer- 
cised over every bit they eat and every drop they drink. If 
they walk in the broad day, the revolver of tho assassin is 
levelled at them, or they are horribly mutilated by bomb- 
shells. There is not a sovereign or ruler in Europe, or outside 
it, who may not at any moment meet the same awful fate as 
befel a few years ago the President of the French Republic, 
who at noon, in the midst of a pompous procession, was but- 
chered on the streets of a French city. The same fate in lilcj 
circumstances overtook the late unhappy King of Italy, and 
later still the late President of the United States. And it is 
within your recollection how our nation, which she had some- 
what lately visited, was thrilled with horror at the nameless 
crime of the monster who, in broad day, stabbed to death an in- 
offensive woman — ^the beautiful Empress of a great and cbiv- 
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alrous Empire. One -would think, probably, she thought, so her- 
self that her sex would have sayed her from the dagger of the 
assassin. But, no ; Satan stalks abroad in the person of those 
monsters, and they spare neither age nor sex. Why all this? 
Ah! brethren, the cause is not far to seek, and it is intimately 
associated with the noble theme which has called us here. 
Governments may thank themselves for the appalling disasters 
that have befallen nations. They have severed religion from 
secular instruction. They have banished God from' the sehooi. 
and in some countries, such as France (Oh, unhappy Frane(t, 
eldest daughter of the Church, how thou hast fallen!) they 
have expunged His name from the sphool-books. They have 
torn from the walls the image of the Crucified, and from its 
pedestal the statue of the Mothej of Godi They have sought 
and in many instances have only too well succeeded, to dethrone 
God in the hearts of men, and now they are reaping the fruits ; 
'they have sown the wind, and they are reaping the whirl- 
wind.' Oh, when will the world understand, it. Statesmen 
are powerless to save society from the ruin that threatens it, 
"When the heart is corrupt, and the, principles of religion dis- 
regarded, all the effort? of statesmen are but as casting dust 
before the wind. Philosophers are powerless, for beautiful 
theories can do as little now as in the days of Socrates and 
Plato, of 'Cicero and Seneca. Besides the very principles that 
are overturning society find their ablest advocates in those 
who call themselves philosophers. The sure and only hopo 
of society is now as ever that great body to whom Jesus 
Christ has given the mission to teach the nations. By hearing 
that teaching the poor man will be content with his poverty 
after the example of Jesua Christ ; the rich man will regard 
himself as but a steward of what he possesses, and will re- 
member that he is bound to succour those in want. The sub- 
ject will learn by that teaching that social order is the work 
of God ; the power of the mighty will be checked by the re- 
membrance of the mighty tribunal before which the monarch 
and subject must appear on equal terms.' Such is the teach- 
ing of the Catholic Church, and of her religious communities, 
and in its entirety of the perfect system of the Irish. Christian 
Brothers. In their system religion and learning are blended 
in blessed and happy harmony. In their gystem the mind and 
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heart of the child are formed with his eyes resting on the 
sacred emblems of salvation. In their system, before the eyes 
of the child, is all the day long the image of the 'Crucified 
One, the sight of which is sufficient to soften the heart of the 
most hardened, and which has brought tears from the eyes of 
saints. In their system, before the eyes of the child is all the 
day long the image of the Mother of God, the sight of which 
raises us above our lowly selves — reminds us of that purity 
'and sanctity which was hers and which in some meast^re at 
least be ours. This is why the system of the Irish Christian 
Brothers is so perfect ; this is why it has won the sympathy 
and support of all true Catholics, yea, and the approval time 
after time of the Irish Episcopate. This is the Church's idea 
of a true education, and who will tell me, that all this or any- 
thing approaching it can be realised by means of an occasional 
half -hour of cold, dry, formal catechetical instruction? No, 
my brethren, it is utterly impossible. If Ireland is to-day free 
from the epidemic of mfodern unbelief, this is due in ];io small 
degree to the labours and perfect educational system of the 
Irish Christian Brothers. Far be it from me to underrate, 
much less to impugn the work of the other religious communi- 
ties, who, have so nobly devoted their lives to the sacred cause 
of education. I willingly accord them their meed of praise, 
and hail them in their own measure as the benefactors of their 
country. But I do not hesitate to assert that the deeply reli- 
gious spirit with which this indefatigable brotherhood of teach- 
ers is imbued, and the perfect system of instruction they mpart 
to more than 20,000 6f the youth of our nation, and as a matter 
of course, the ever-wakeful vigilance of bishops and clergy, 
who ' are the guardians of faith and morals, are the only pos- 
sible barrier that could have so successfully oppressed irreli- 
gion, and so marvellously saved our country from the blight- 
ing curse of unbelief. This is why the cause which the Chris- 
tian Brothers represent is so dear to the heart of every Cath- 
olic Irishman. In fact, it is so closely bound up with the past 
and present glory of our people, that no one who loves his 
creed or his country can afford to overlook it. In the long 
and chequered history of Ireland three things have ever gone 
hand in hand — religion, education, and nationality. The same 
struggles and the same sacrifices have been made for all, and 
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to each our fathers clung with a heroism and a constancy un- 
paralleled in the history of nations. The laws — iniquitous 
eaactiflents I should have called them — which prescribed our 
religion, banned our education, and the iniquitous enactments 
which made war on both, sought to extinguish the sacred fire 
of nationality. 

"Through all her trials and persecutions, Ireland has 
passed with the flag of her nationality in one hand, and the 
cross of her Catholicity in the other. There they are still, and ' 
with God's blessing there they will remain for ever. For more 
than a thousand years religion, and education have been with 
us inseparably united, and the Christian Brothers, to their 
eternal honour be it told, h,ave now and always nobly said, 
' Quis separabit, ' who will separate them ? They have unfurled 
the banner of Demoninational Education, in which religion is 
blended in happy harmony with secular instruction. In their 
system religion not only begins and ends the day, but every 
hour is hallowed with it, every object teaches it till it has come 
to pass. Oh, what a blessed thought, that the spirit of religion 
is woven into the entire texture of the child's soul. This is 
the cause which the Christian Brothers represent, aijd in this 
cause their motto is that of Napoleon at the Battle of Lodi, 
'No surrender.' In this cause the people of Ireland, I am 
proud to say, have backed up their action with an unanimity 
and a generosity which nothing but t^e principles involved 
could have evoked. In the schools of the Irish Christian 61*0- 
thers young children and, the other children of our nation 
are taught to know the history of their country and to love 
he;". Even in the Gaelic revival — in the preservation of our 
national language — ^they were and are to the forefront, and 
there they will remain till our native ton^e is spoken in every 
part o| our native land. These are the Christian Brothers, 
and that is their work. They are the unflinching standard- 
bearers of the past and present glories of our country — of 
'Catholic education in its perfection. They are the devoted 
sons pf a sainted father — a noble citizen of this proud city. 
And if the devoted son shares in the hojiour of his father, 
what honour is too great for the Irish Christian Brothers? 
For as long as gratitude shall find a resting-place in the human 
heart, as long as religion shall be reverenced amongst us, as 
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long as civilization shall be prized and cherished, a? long as 
patriotism shall be counted a virtue, the name of Bdmiind 
Ignatius Riee will be held in bendiction. All honour,, then, to 
his devoted sons, the Irish Christian Brothers; and all honour 
, to the people of Ireland who. have mantained them so nobly 
and well during the century of their existence. If I dared to 
speak here to you of the world's heroes of that period, if I 
dared to preach a panegyric on Buonaparte or Wellingtoti, or 
Pitt or Castlereagh, you would rise up and protest against it 
as a profanation and a sacrilege. And I would do honour to 
your feelings. But through the gloom and sorrow of a cen- 
. tury of Irish history, and through the sealed sepulchres of the 
dead, I can call upon the sanctified spirits of Edmund Igna- 
tyis Ricp and his devoted, sons, whose remains repose around 
him in yonder cemetery, or in the resting-place throughout 
the length and breadth of the land, awaiting the call of their 
Father to resurrection and to glory. I can call them out from 
the silence of eternity, and I can send their hallowed names 
echoing around this Cathedral to find a corresponding echo 
in your generous hearts, and you will say, 'It is right; it is 
right.' It is the meed of a deserving immortality of honour 
and reverence to the sacred sanctity, and noble work of con- 
secrated lives., Aye, and perhaps my feeble voice . may be 
heard in the halls of eternity — it may be borne by angels and 
beatified saints through the countless ranks of the blessed, till 
the mighty spirits that worship before the Throne of the Most 
High^ make Heaven resound with the anthem : ' Thou art won- 
derful, God, in Thy saints.' Brethren, I am done. I have 
answered, however imperfectly the two questions: "Who are 
the Irish Christian Brothers? and what is their work? They 
are the cultured, laborious, singularly unselfish men, the cen- 
tenary of whose foundation we commemorate to-day. They 
are the men who a century ago, when Ireland lay a bleeding 
victim at the feet qf her pitiless oppressors, rushed to her as- 
sistance to staunch her wounds, to educate her people, and 
thus prepare them for the coming day of freedom. They are 
the men who, without any earthly fee or reward, consecrated 
their lives in troublesome time to rescuing their poor fellow- 
countrymen from the abysmal ignorance to which an infam- 
ous penal code had condemned them in the vdcked hope that 
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by keeping them ignorant they might the more easily be kept 
slaves and robbed of their Faith. They are the meh who step- 
ped into the post of danger when to be a schoolmaster was to 
be a felon, long years before any British Minister thought of 
establishing any system of national education in Ireland. 
They are the men who, when famine and pestilence stalked the 
land, were to be found in the pest- house as well as in the 
schoblroom ; nay, who threw their schools open as public hos- 
pitals, where by day and night they fed, nursed, comforted, 
and consoled the afflicted and the dying. They are, in brief 
the men who now form the sole connecting link between the 
educational development of this, our day, and, the hedge 
schools of the penal times ; and through all these weary, trying 
years they have been faithfully doing their work for God 
silently, but with a success whidh has exorted the unwilling: 
admiration of their bitterest foes. 

"It gives me a pleasure I cannot translate into words to 
stand here to-day and participate, however humbly, in this 
august and memorable ceremonial — a ceremonial which, in 
choral power, far surpasses anything I have yet heard in the 
great centres of our civilization. I see here at the head of this 
great flock your venerated Bishop, in whose presence I may 
only sa,y that he is a worthy successor of the great and gifted 
prelates who have ruled this' ancient and historic See of 
Waterford and Lismore. I sfie here your good priests, whp 
have come in such numbers to grace this ceremonial by their 
presence, and to show their appreciation of the great work 
that is being done in their midst. I see here the children, 
the especial friends of the Christian Brothers, and the especial 
favourites of heaven. I see this magnificent Cathedral, a gem 
of artistic beauty crowded from the door to the altar, from the 
Chief Magistrate and his Corporate brothers to the lowliest 
members of the flock. The scene thrills me, with delight. My 
heart goes out in gratitude to God, and I cannot help praying, 
may this blessed spirit always animate the breast of priest and 
people ; may it extend to all members of the Holy Church, and 
to every part of our sainted isle. The sanctified spirits of 
Edmund Ignatius Eice, and his devoted sons — of Dr. Husseyi 
Dr. Power, and of the other noble prelates, priests, and people 
who helped to found and perpetuate this great Institute, are 



248 APPfeKDiX. 

tig*Hia|pb6Mng do-wn -vfith love on this assembly, and they share : 
in tlie joy of the scene. May they and all the saints pray for 
us 'to fight the good fight, and keep the Faith.' When another 
century will have passed 'you and I shall be gathered to our 
fathers. May we be among the sainted sons of our sainted 
isle, wliich has a high and honoured place in Heaven. May 
the good 'Christian Brothers thrive and prosper in the future 
as they have don6 in the past ; may they continue to send 
forth, year after year and century after century on your an- 
cient and ever faithful city, on (Jite'.belgved Ireland, and on 
the Church of God in every land, pupils armed with sanctity 
and science, charity and chastity, truth and justice— ^ons 
worthy of our immortal Nation and imperishable Faith.— _ 
Amen." 

After Solemn Benediction was given by his Lordship, that 
masterpiece of all choruses, the "Alleluia" (frOm the "Crea-' 
tion, ' ' an oratorio by Haydn*) , was sung by a chorus of 70 
voices, .which concluded the sacred ceremony. 
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